Introduction

The following assignment will be discussing globalised childhoods. In this essay I will be linking globalised childhoods by discussing the globalisation of children’s rights and the political globalisation of childhoods. In addition to this, I will be talking about the collective experiences of childhood and this will be linked to individual experiences, this will be showing the importance of every child having the same rights across the world. However, these experiences are different from child to child.. In this essay I will also be discussing that almost every child in the world has the right to an education. I will be using the UNCRC to reflect on children’s rights. Finally, I will be discussing how paintings have changed, and more importantly I will be discussing how technology has developed in schools. I will be doing this by looking at articles on how technology has developed, and I will be reflecting on different case studies to discover if technology is working in schools, and also how the schools can use technology to help children’s confidence and to discover how this technology is being used in their curriculum.

As previously mentioned, the focus of this essay is on globalisation. Kiely, R. (2005) defines globalisation as ‘economic globalisation, characterised as long distance flows of goods, capital and services as well as information and perceptions that accompany market exchanges’. This definition reflects on things that started before the industrial revolution. This includes things like long distance flow of goods, this is involving recent history which reflects on industries such as the coal industry which was exported all around the world. Additionally this comprehensive definition also includes financial markets, and services. In addition to this definition, Kiely, R. (2005) also describes globalisation as being political, this is reflecting on international policies such as human rights and children rights. In a globalised world it is fundamental that all countries are working together internationally. 

Therefore, in this assignment I will aim to reflect on different theories and policies that schools and cultures across the world are using to ensure that all of these policies are being provided to pupils all around the world. 

Main Body

Firstly, I would like to begin this essay by researching about different cultures and looking at the cultural relativism. Therefore, by looking at other cultures we think that their different and we call this cultural relativism. This is the degree to which individual judges another culture by its context. (Liu, Volcic, Gallois, 2015). An example of this is if an individual travels from one place to another, looking at different contexts and wondering why their doing it in a particular way, this is called Ethnocentrism. According to Liu, Volcic, Gallois (2015) this is perceiving our own culture by putting it in the centre of the universe, and inspecting other cultures as inconsequential. 

One theory for globalization is the modern sociological theory by Ritzer. According to Ritzer, G. (2008) globalization has transformed the world and nowadays we have a new international order. For example, relationships between countries are influenced by globalization, EU is a part of the globalization project which was created after the second world war to ensure that countries are having peace off their neighbours and to have good relations with their European neighbours. In contrast to this, different countries have to adapt to different situations, and they have to adjust to the new role that are put in place for them. (Ritzer, 2008). By looking at an example for this, recently the UK has left the EU, therefore the country has to adjust their policies in order to ensure that the policies that have been put in place are working effectively. 



Some people argue that globalization is a critical circumstance that has changed the world in a negative way. The reason they say this is because they think that globalization has caused an unsavoury consequence to society, and it affects its freedom. However, other researchers have said that globalization is a positive aspect, that has created the world to be more connected. Therefore, it is obvious that these researchers see a variety of positive aspects to globalization. (Gupta, p, 2020). According to Gupta, P. (2017) globalization has changed the world in a number of aspects. Globalization has especially transformed the world in an economical way, making the world to become connected and independent. However, globalization has also made the economical world to be competitive and more informational, this has exclusively developed in the more western countries. 

By reflecting on the globalization effects on education it has created different processes of teaching from different arrangements to strengthen the international development of the environmental sustainability, along with contributing to fortifying industries in the global society. These initiatives range from the primary school age all the way up to university, all of the different experiences develop students for different roles. For example, leadership roles. (Gupta, p, 2020). Although globalization helps the stability of the global awareness, it is also beneficial for the multicultural awareness by helping with the development. The earlier ages will assimilate with sources from different societies to ensure that they arrive at well balanced outcomes as regards to the world surrounding them. Therefore Globalization and education work together to affect each other using different goals in order to develop young people for the successful futures, and this will ensure that their nations to be more connected. (Gupta, p, 2020).

There are many aspects that globalization help students to do. For example globalization develops the students ability to access, assess, and to develop information to work and think more independently in order to help them to work with other by learning new situations. (Gupta, p, 2020). Additionally globalization also requires students to work in a team, this is fundamental because whilst students are working in the real world many jobs require you to work effectively with others. (Gupta, p, 2020). 

Some researchers will say that globalization in education can have both positive and negative views and is continuing to be an intense debate. The introduction to globalisation in education, has helped to maintain practitioners to think more broader in their teaching strategies. This will help to ensure that students are being prepared correctly in order to help the students in a number of roles, and this also helps the students to have an understanding of how different things work on a business scale and to make sure that they understand how they can be a participant in it. (Oxford Open Learning, no date). In addition to this, in a cross culturalism environment working together, confesses students to learn new information, and this helps them to be intelligible of new and unknown situations because of the information. For example, if the students receive a localised education the students are more likely to face unfamiliar circumstances. (Oxford Open Learning, no date). The research identified some drawback to globalisation in a society. The research emphasised that many different countries have developed more than others. For example there’s a huge gap between countries with technology, and the technology will develop further leaving a variation of different aspects to deal with. (Oxford Open Learning, no date). 

Research has identifies many different ways in how to change childhood in a globalizing world. According to Prout, A. (2005) contemporary childhood is changing, through different conventions. Additionally Prout, A. (2005) also reflects on a study by Higonnet (1998), and in this study she examined different paintings of children and photographs, and how they have changed from the 18th century up until now. Likewise, she also identified how romantic the photos and the paintings were, she found this finding in the work of Reynolds and Gainsborough. This work also showed how different the photos of children are different to adults. For example, the paintings and photographs of the children defines them as something they are not, and these photographs doesn’t refer to the bodies of adult pleasure. Higonnet (1998) criticises the fact that because they don’t tell any stories about a life as an adult and it categorises the social differences, this effects on class and gender. 

To elaborate on the globalization of education, there’s a variety of different types of education. For example, in this country we have a formal and compulsory education, and it is fundamental that people have to go to schools, and there’s also enrolment processes that parents and carers have to do in order for their child or young adult to proceed with education in their school or college etc. In addition to this, there’s also a  non-formal education which is when children pick up stuff, parents and community teaches them, and similarly informal is similar to a non-formal education however, it is more structural. Finally, incidental is completely instructional. For example, this can be when children learn in a jungle or somewhere similar.  

According to Thomas, G. (2013) a formal education is when adults pass on their knowledge to new generations, which is a process of transmission. Therefore, adults decide what is valuable knowledge, for example, this can reflect on written subjects such as Mathematics, English, ICT and furthermore. It is vital that in the national curriculum we pass on this knowledge to the next generation, and we have national tests to ensure that the children are getting standardised in order that we know at which level they are currently situated at. On the other hand, different educators say that we learn by immersion. For example, in ideas, beliefs, concepts and visions, as we learn better practically rather than doing more theoretical based work. (Thomas 2013: 25-26). 

As previously mentioned in my introduction, I mentioned that I was going to be discussing the globalization of children’s rights. Children’s rights is fundamental all around the world because it ensures that every child in the world has the same rights. However, some may criticise the UNCRC because the view of childhood is an ethnocentric and a Western First World perspective. For example, they expect parents to make education something they prioritise over work. Furthermore, does not recognise the decisions poor families must make around their children’s education and the need for survival. (Edwards, 2015:69). For example, children having to fetch water, earn money, look after siblings or diseased relatives. 

On the other hand, the UNCRC has many benefits and it can help a number of children and young people across the world. Additionally, there a variety of different countries across the world that use this convention. For example, Wales uses this convention to give all the children the same rights. In Wales the government have looked closely into children’s rights, and they have importantly transformed these rights into seven core aims. These have been decreased into the seven core aims from the fifty-four articles created by the UNCRC. However, many things can go against these rights if schools don’t put them into action correctly. For example, bullying can have a massive impact on the rights of the child. One of the core aims is to make sure that all the children are being participated in an activity. “Participation in decision making”. (Programme for Children and Young people, 2015, p4.) For example if a child isn’t being included in an activity therefore that child can be upset and feel isolated, therefore these seven core aims are developing the globalised world by making sure every child has the opportunity to do something. Another thing these seven core aims are reflecting on is making sure that all children and young people can have a say in something and to ensure that they are being listened to. “Ensure children are listened to, treated with respect and have their race and cultural identity recognised”. (Programme for Children and Young people, 2015, p4.) This is being developed in a globalised world because in the past many children weren’t having a say and they weren’t being listened to. For example, nowadays children can have the opportunity to have a say in a work activity, and they can have the opportunity to express their opinions. 

Many schools across the world have become more technological, by using the use of technology. Researchers have found a number of different strategies for schools to use in order to use technology in their school to benefit their students, staff and also the community. According to Baker, Bielli, Tricarico (2019) schools can use the use of EDTech as a powerful tool, and this is something that can be beneficial for schools and it can be a benefit for students, staff and communities. Schools can do this in their teaching and learning to help to maintain and to develop outcomes for their students. The researchers also found that technology can also help the students that are disadvantaged by making systems more fairer, it also creates an easier access for students to get information and a number of different educational opportunities. Baker, Bielli, Tricarico (2019) also stated that technology can also help schools systemic systems by sharing data and helping teachers to make better use of their time, technology is also a good factor to engage families and the community in order to benefit education for children’s futures. In addition to this, Baker, Bielli, Tricarico (2019) also describes the problems schools can have with their systems all over the world that drives schools to improve and the potential of using technology. These difficulties can range from funding, the workload of teachers and more. The EdTech strategy can play a big role in trying to improve these difficulties, EdTech can do this by having successful implications and support to ensure that all of these difficulties are being decreased all around the world. 

In order to discover if technology is working in schools, I analysed various of reports. In a recent report by Estyn it has identified that technology in schools can be a useful tool to help all aspects of the school. However, Estyn (no date) states that technology is only useful if the teachers and the pupils are confident in using it. In addition to this, Estyn (no date) also stated that since the school brought the framework in to action, the school provides the staff with training in order for them to feel more confident and to ensure that it increases their understanding in each different strand of the framework. The school aims to implement pupils, staff and the different member of the public to connect and to correspond with each other in a safe way, and to better everyone’s technology skills the school offers them to go to a digital learning class in the school which is run by pupils. Not only helping the staff and pupils in the school, but also these pupils help all of the schools in their area. 

After experimenting with this framework, the school set out surveys to parents in order to research more widely into the framework and to ensure that it’s working effectively. According to Estyn (no date) after identifying the results from the survey the school have developed a number of different events such as ‘Freaked Out' parents' evening, ‘Digifest’ and ‘Digi Family’ workshops. These workshops will ensure that the school are working with parents in order to help their children to do different subjects in the house, and the school have identified that this is working effectively because the parents are being taught by their children. 
 
This framework has had a good impact on this school. According to Estyn ( no date) this school has developed this new framework successfully, and their working closely with the pupils, staff and the whole community in order to maintain their understanding of digital technology, this framework also ensures that pupils are being taught in this way and that their being successful in their learning. Otherwise the framework has also been put into the learning of the school, and this is something that they’ve added to their curriculum to use a range of different experiences for their pupils to use in their learning. This ensures the students to achieve different goals in information and using technology to communicate. 

In comparison to this, researchers also discovered how technology can be used in schools, and how it can help to develop students computing skills. Estyn (no date) emphasised that the school is aiming to improve the computing skills of the students by bringing ICT into the lessons, they do this by asking the students to work together to create a number of articles and to create a school blog, this is done through working in a team, the children then have the choice to share their work with other members. Even though this is improving their computing skills, this area of learning can also develop the skills of literacy and numeracy.

Reflecting on this area of learning, Estyn (no date) found that this strategy has improved the confidence of the students, however, more importantly this strategy hasn’t differentiated between the boys and girls. Following the new curriculum, Estyn (no date) found that the school can carry on using this in their learning because this follows the four purposes of the new curriculum, and it gives the school to develop and to carry on being creative in their learning. The school have continued to use this strategy in their learning, and it has helped them to use a broad curriculum in their schools, by balancing both written and the digital work. Estyn (no date) stated that this can increase the confidence of the pupils, and they can also work more independently using this area of learning. 

The researcher also found that the students can use technology in a number of different ways. Estyn (no date) states that pupils can use a range of technology such as a computer, a digital device and more, the pupils can use the devices to have access to the Hwb learning system. In addition, the pupils can use the technological devices for a variety of different things. For example, the students can use a mobile phone to take photographs. According to Estyn (no date) the students have been able to share their gatherings on the schools learning blog, using the use of technology can work purposely in the curriculum and it can develop the skills of the children. The example of the skills that the students have developed are the literacy, numeracy and digital skills.

The researcher found that this strategy has had a massive impact on the improvements of the students. Estyn (no date) highlighted that almost all of the students have benefitted from using digital technology in their learning, they also stated that this has had a positive impact on their learning because the students are now able to work independently and to work more with confidence. This strategy has also reduced the performances between girls and boys making it more useful for both genders. 

 
Researchers have also discovered many different ways in which technology can help schools to develop and to teach more broadly. According to Hatch, K. (2011) technology has a positive impact on children and young people across many different aspects of their learning. Hatch, K (2011) states many different way technology can help students in their learning, she states that technology can help students to develop many different skills to help them in their learning, in addition to this technology also makes students to write more using technology because it’s an easier way to type and write therefore it is more useful than using a pen and a paper. More importantly, Hatch, K. (2011) emphasises that technology also develops students for the workforce because many careers require the use of technology, and technology is developing to be a key skill in our culture. 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]In comparison, as stated by Hatch, K. (2011) the U.S. department of education have created their own information on technology, and they have discovered many ways in which technology can be a part of their curriculum. Hatch, K. (2011) underlines that they wanted to give more opportunities for children and to give them more options. Additionally, Hatch, K. (2011) discovered that even though technology can be tough to do successfully, it also has a number of advantages. Firstly, technology supports students to learn in a totally new way, and students can use technology in many different subjects ranging from Science, or even using technology for Mathematics. (Hatch, 2011). Technology doesn’t require an enormous amount of teaching to ensure that the students can use it, students can pick it up rapidly. (Hatch, 2011). On the other hand, technology can also play a big part on the education of the less ability children, researchers have found that technology can be beneficial for the less ability children because technology can help the teachers to reach the needs of every students. (Hatch, 2011). For example, for children who require the text to be bigger, many computers can be a successful way of doing this because you can make the text larger and smaller. (Hatch, 2011).

 Conclusion
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