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Title: The impact of Virtual learning environment on student learning. 
[bookmark: _Toc59225183]Introduction
In today’s world, technology plays an indispensable role in every one’s life. It becomes a major constitute in daily activities that helps in reducing the gap between burden and gives a new invention top make the work smarter. Further, technology advancement leads to the digital experience that is a crucial part of every sector. Moreover, the digital skills become an important part of the student and universities integrating various digital methods for teaching the students (Huda et.al. 2017). In this regards, virtual learning is getting popularity which is a kind of software that provides an inline platform that assist in replacing the educational process from classrooms to internet. It is an effective method of learning that makes the process of learning better, simpler and faster.
[bookmark: _Toc59225184]Rationale of the topic
Moreover, the topic is important as in the present scenario of Covid-19 pandemic, the use of virtual learning environment as learning will have a significant impact on the learning experience of the students. It will assist both the universities and students to continue the study process in more flexible and accessible manner. The topic therefore will help in getting knowledge about the different ways in which the VLE can impact the learning experience of the students. Hence, the reason for choosing the topic is to gain the interest of the researcher for the importance of increasing technology in the education sector using digital advancement like Virtual Learning Experience. 
[bookmark: _Toc59225185]Objectives
· To understand the importance of emerging learning environment
· To examine VLE and its impact on student’s learning
·  To recommend ways to effective virtual learning environment 
[bookmark: _Toc59225186]Literature review
It includes the secondary information that is derived from the article and journals of different authors that helps in analysing the impact of virtual learning environment of student’s learning.
[bookmark: _Toc59225187]Importance of emerging learning environment for students
According to Lueken, Ritter and Beck, (2015), the future of learning and development requires the use of technology and innovation in a simpler form. Students require more creative learning spaces that assist them in building knowledge and think more creatively. Further, the right use of technology assist an increasing in information-retaining and concentration abilities of the learner. The emerging innovation leads to boost learner-cantered educational programs. Also, the rapid increase in the flexible learning environment allows the students to study together and individually in a new environment. The increasing use of the technology in students with the implementation of the programme like VLE is effective in offering students a new space of learning experience that enhances the skills and learning process in a new manner. Johnson et.al. (2016) states that, the inclusion of the technology in the learning processes in the universities has changes the convectional class room teaching that assist the students to learn more flexibly and helps in accessing new knowledge skills. Also, a powerful concept in the educational system is personalised learning. The emerging of the digital technology in the learning practices has dramatically changed the introduction of online instruction, community teamwork and dual enrolment. Therefore, integrating the digital technology in the learning practices has leads rise to creating learning environment that is more efficient for the students in their education. 
[bookmark: _Toc59225188]The efficiency of VLE and its impact on students’ learning
According to Demirer and Erbas, (2016), Virtual learning environment is an online-based platform that offers students and the professional from the universities a digital solution that helps in enhancing the learning experience. It is an efficient system that offers educators a digital based solution that aims to create an interactive and active learning environment. With the increase in integration of the digital technology in the learning practices, online-learning is become an important part of the education that replaces the convectional classroom studies. Further, there is increasing interest in the learning virtual learning environment that is supported by the internet, universities, students and teachers. As per the view of Marchisio et.al. (2017), the learning interactions occurring within the classroom are complex by nature, but the use of VLE enables the obtainment and the dispensation of the large amount of data from each interaction between the students and teachers virtually. However, the difference in the use of technology related to the students use VLEs can impact their learning process. It is essential for effectively implement the technology and provide training to the students that assist in improving their virtual learning effectively.  
[bookmark: _Toc59225189]The negative and positive impact of VLE on the learning process
The computer-based approach of VLE brings new opportunities for students, teachers and universities as well as brings some challenges as well. The virtual learning environment has a significant positive impact on the student’s learning. According to Swan et.al. (2015), VLE helps the education process to be more flexible in terms of time. It allows the students to have a permanent free access to the learning material that they can learn as per their time flexibility. In addition, as the learning is online, students are free to not attend the classroom. It is helps to make available high-quality education for every student whenever and wherever they want. Further, it is simple form for the teachers to plan lessons, manage administration work, track student’s performance, activity and level of engagement and also can provide additional material for the students to learn better. 
However, Azeiteiro et.al. (2015) argued that there is negative impact of virtual learning environment which is essential to consider. The flexibility of a virtual learning environment is useful for the one who are self-discipline.  As it is required to have permanent control and strict deadline for the students to stay concentrated and study effectively. Also, not all learning activities can be done online, the studies of chemical experiment are required to complete in a lab. Apart from this, the VLE system requires a lot equipment to facilitate effectively communicate like chats, group discussions it leads to restrict the communication which is not in the face to face conversation. In addition, the implementation of VLE in universities requires time and money investment and also very expensive for students as well. 
[bookmark: _Toc59225190]Research methodology
It is important to choose the right research method to attain the objective of study.
Research Philosophy: The research philosophy is the knowledge, nature and scope and development. The researcher for present study will use the positivism philosophy that is effective is observing important and touchable facts and information that is believable. 
Research Strategy: Research strategy referred as the planned action and steps that provides a direction for the research that helps in attaining the aim of the objectives. There are two types of research strategy that includes qualitative and quantitative strategy. For the present study, the researcher will use the qualitative and quantitative with questionnaire and data analysis.  
Data collection: It is an important part of research that helps in identifying the method that helps in collecting the valuable information and data related to the topic. It includes the primary and secondary data collection method. For the present study, the researcher will use both the primary and secondary method (Shanmugam, Zainal and Gnanasekaren, 2019). For the primary the research will use the method of surveying method of questionnaire and for secondary method the researcher will use the sources from internet-based information and article of Virtual learning environment.  
Sampling: It is the process that is used in statistical analysis that prescribed the observation number from large population. For the present research, the researcher will use the random sampling with the participants of 20 students from the universities that are using the VLE for the learning process with the help of questionnaire. 
Data analysis: The valuable information and data related to the research will be analysed and evaluated using statistical analysis of questionnaire of quantitative analysis the information effectively. 
[bookmark: _Toc59225191]Data analysis/Discussion
[bookmark: _Toc59225192]Primary data analysis
In the survey by taking information from 20 students of universities regarding the implementation of VLE on laerning through questionnaire, following are the findings:
Theme 1: 
	Were you given VLE training session as part of your course / staff induction?
	Frequency 

	Yes
	13

	No
	7

	Not Sure
	0




Interpretation: It can be interpreted from the respond that 13 out of 20 have agreed that they were provided with induction and training session as part of VLE. Hence, the students were aware of the implementation of the VLE.
Theme 2: 
	Are you encouraged to use the VLE as part of your learning?
	Frequency 

	Yes
	12

	No
	5

	Occasionally 
	3




Interpretation: It is illustrated from the results that 60% of the students have answered positively that they are being motivated fort the use of VLW for their learning. While 12% were not motivated for the VLE. 
Theme 3:
	Are there any difficulties accessing the VLE?
	Frequency 

	Yes
	10

	No
	9

	Not Sure
	1



Interpretation: The findings reflects that 10 out of 20 students were finding difficulty in accessing the VLE while 9 students easily accessing the VLE for their learning. It requires the consideration of the universities to provide more effective training for the students.
Theme 4: 
	The training you have received to access and start using Blackboard is sufficient.
	Frequency 

	Strongly agree 
	1

	Agree 
	10

	Neither Agree nor Disagree 
	1

	Disagree 
	7

	Strongly Disagree
	1




Interpretation: as per the finding, the 10 students were agreeing for the training was sufficient while 7 were disagreeing. While, 1 students were strongly agreed and 1 were disagreed. Hence, the training session was sufficient but requires improving so that every student will learn effectively. 
Theme 5: 
	Do you have any suggestions from the given below for improving learning via the VLE?
	Frequency 

	Hands-on-learning
	6

	Reach out to others
	2

	Adding different activities and resources
	11

	Do not daunted by the options 
	1



Interpretation: The finds interpret that many students recommended adding various activities and resources in VLE that could improve and increase their learning practices. Some students were also suggested for hands-on-learning to improve the VLE.
[bookmark: _Toc59225193]Secondary data analysis
Effectiveness of motivating students for using VLE as part of learning
As per the findings, it can be analysed that it is important for the universities and teachers to motivate the students to integrate and use VLE as part of their learning. It is analysed that proper encouragement is essential for a student to properly concentrate on the virtual environment. As discussed by Nanclares and Rodríguez, (2016), the lack of self-disciplined will lead to impact their studying at online platform. The motivated employees will use the VLE with full focus and concentration for their learning process. Hence, it is essential to encourage and motivate the students to use VE that will assist in improving the efficiency of virtual learning. 
Positive impact of providing proper training for using the VLE in educational process
It is analysed that, the students that faces difficulty in accessing the VLE will leads to face difficulty in studying and learning that will leads to failure with the implementation of the VLE. It is essential for the universities to provide proper training for the teacher and students so that they can easily access to the different features easily. As per the view of (Foster, Neuer Colburn and Briggs, 2018), providing training will help in the successfully implementation of the virtual learning and help in increasing the student’s motivation to corporate VLE in their learning practices. Hence, providing effective training session to the students will have positive impact on the learning process of the students with the advantageous use of VLE. 
Improving student’s engagement to improve the VLE practice for student’s learning
In order to improve the student’s learning it is essential to increase and improve their engagement in the VLE practices. To attain this, universities needs to implement different features like more activities and resources and Hands-on-learning which can attract the interest of the students on VLE practice of learning. With increasing the online quizzes, videos and products will allow to attract the student’s engagement in the learning process and improve their learning as well. It is effective to manage the VLE effectively by the universities that is attracting and accessible for the students. 
[bookmark: _Toc59225194]Conclusion/Recommendation
It can sum up that integration of digital technology of online platform learning through virtual learning environment is useful in improving the student’s learning. The report has concludes the views of various authors related to the effectiveness of implementation VLE in universities for student’s practice. The information has been analysed qualitative approach of data analysis.
Further, the recommendation can be provided to the universities to implement an effective training or induction secession for the students that provides effective training of using and success the VLE that can improve their learning. Training is essential that allows students to access different data and lectures easily. 
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[bookmark: _Toc59225197]Questionnaire 
1. Were you given VLE training session as part of your course / staff induction?
· Yes 
· No
· Not Sure 
2. Are you encouraged to use the VLE as part of your learning?
· Yes
· No
· Occasionally
3. Are there any difficulties accessing the VLE?
· Yes
· No
· Not Sure
4. The training you have received to access and start using Blackboard is sufficient.
· Strongly agree 
· Agree 
· Neither Agree nor Disagree 
· Disagree 
· Strongly Disagree
5. Do you have any suggestions from the given below for improving learning via the VLE?
· Hands-on-learning
· Reach out to others
· Adding different activities and resources
· Do not daunted by the options 

Frequency	Yes	No	Occasionally	12	5	3	Frequency	Yes	No	Not Sure	10	9	1	Frequency	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither Agree nor Disagree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	1	10	1	7	1	Frequency	Hands-on-learning	Reach out to others	Adding different activities and resources	Do not daunted by the options	6	2	11	1	Frequency	Yes	No	Not Sure	13	7	0	11

