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I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated materials as my own work. 
I confirm that I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used, which I may be asked to provide in evidence.

OR:

I acknowledge the use of ChatGPT (https://chatgpt.com/) on 4th and 5th to find supporting theorists. I used the prompt(s): 
1. Who thinks funding is a problem in education?
2. Who think parental involvement in school is important?
3. Who thinks too much parental involvement is a negative?

I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated text as my own work. 
I confirm that I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used before and after the use of AI tools which I may be asked to provide in evidence. 
































Targets from my previous assignment

	Target
	How I have addressed it in this work

	

Maintain academic tone throughout.

	
I have altered my writing language to maintain my academic tone through this proposal.


	
 Engage with the literature more; go beyond reading and listing the points to establish meaning and link to your own practical understanding.

	

I have linked my own placement school and have discussed the surrounding area lining it to my personal practice.

	
Check your use of Harvard referencing.

	
I have looked over my Harvard referencing.







Create a community profile for your PTE1 school. Using relevant literature, suggest ways in which the school could make use of its location and community to support pupil learning.

Using your experiences of teaching 7–11-year-old learners, write a proposal for a school community project. 

Introduction
This assignment will be focusing on the importance of children’s communities and how it affects their learning when attending school. A community is defined as being a group of individuals who share common interests, for example, they may live in the same area as one another, they may attend the same school, take part in the same hobbies or just have similar backgrounds (BBC, 2025). In relation to this, the community around School X is viewed as a deprived area, stated in this schools Estyn report in 2022. It reads that when starting nursery within this school, many children have poor speech, communication, and personal and social skills. Figures show that 55.4% of statutory school age pupils are eligible for free school meals, within school X, which is 34.1% over the national percentage; as well as 64% of children who have additional learning needs (ALN), this figure is 43.4% over the national percentage. The Welsh Government (2022) state they want all schools in Wales to be focused on developing into a Community Focused School. This includes building strong relationships with families, acknowledging the needs of the community as well as working efficiently with other services. The United Nations Convention on the rights of the Child (UNCRC) expresses how every child deserves the best possible start in life and every action should reflect this statement (UNCRC, 1989). This school’s vision statement is to create a happy, safe, and nurturing environment where everyone including their staff members are valued. Thus, creating healthy and ambitious members of society supporting the school and wider community to thrive (School X, 2023). On top of this, an aim from my placement school that links to my community project is that it will enable the children to have the opportunities to become confident contributors to society.

Literature review 
The reasoning behind introducing a Reading community project into School X is to help raise the number of children being able to achieve other subjects through their high reading skills (Randel, 2024). Pisa results from 2023 allowed us to see that there is a decline in children’s reading, numeracy and science skills (Lewis, 2024). These results showed us that children aged 7-14 years old who had access to free school meals all took part in several assessments. These assessments uncovered huge differences between those children who are eligible for free school meals and their other classmates, which is equal to 21 months on average in Reading in Wales (Sibieta, 2024). To help improve children’s reading abilities the best we can, it is important that it is not only taking place in school but is also happening at home with parents/guardians. Supporting this point, Jeremy Miles (2023) has stated that over the past couple of years, a toolkit was created to support children’s reading in schools as well as their home lives. He expressed how the toolkit helps reinforce reading in all settings possible, whether this being between support staff within the school, parents, carers, and the wider community. In 2023, Estyn was also developing a ‘thematic review’ on increasing the level of reading skills within education in Wales. As a result, this review will give us an insight on what the next steps are on how to best develop this skill to support children as they progress (gov.wales, 2023). Therefore, this reading community project for School X will help contribute massively to children’s skills not only in Literacy, but other core Areas of Learning, such as Mathematics, and Science. Levine, Ferenz, and Reves (2000) said that reading is an essential skill for future and academic successes. Farhady (2005) also mentioned that reading is not only an important skill in school, but it is also needed in day-to-day life, for things such as, reading instructions, sending emails, or even reading a bus timetable. Lev Vygotsky (1978) also stressed the importance on how much of a difference can be made when children are helped or aided by teachers, parents or the community compared to when they are not given any aid when completing tasks. This comes under Vygotsky’s theory being, The Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD). Community is linked to the word ‘cynefin.’ Cynefin is defined as being a place where we feel like we belong. Therefore, the reading community project, aims to create a safe and open space for children and their families where help can be provided to take the next steps for the children’s skills. A source in support of this statement is community involvement, which aims to create an environment, where all children and parents feel motivated to achieve certain tasks. That they all feel welcomed into the school where any concerns can be addressed, and that they feel respected as individuals. As a result, positive behaviour and positive relationships, linking to the word ‘cynefin’ are developed between parents and children, leading to an increase in willingness to participate and attend the classes, as well as providing help for their classmates (A Day in our Shoes, 2019). It also allows for the parents and their children to create stronger bonds, social skills, and a positive effect on their mental health (BookTrust, 2024). Mental health in children plays such an important role in their learning, good mental health allows the children to develop their skills and thrive on a day-to-day basis (Department for Education, 2021). John Bowlby (1958) states that when a child has a comforting support figure, this being their parents, it replenishes their emotional balances, where the child can grow their confidence and self-efficacy (McLeod, 2025). Bandura (1986) also supported this by changing his ‘Social Learning Theory’ to ‘Social Cognitive Theory’ as it was a better suited way of addressing human agency and their resilience. This was a holistic approach to mental health, as it recognises the potential of individuals to develop and evolve, despite their situations in life and their experiences when growing (ResearchLink, 2025). On top of this John Hattie (2008) conducted a study which discovered that the effect that happens when parental involvement occurs in a child’s school life can be compared to an added two to three years to each child’s education (Parentkind, 2023).

However, although a reading community project is a helpful tool to create a sense of belonging and success, there are drawbacks. The first one being a lack of time. When children are in school full time, they may not feel like doing extra reading work with their families (Pearce, 2018). Therefore, to overcome this the activities and workloads need to be best suited for each child as well as being made fun and an exciting way of learning. It can also be said that there can be added academic pressure on students, this can be from parents or from setting high targets that are not achievable (Vallejo, 2023). This can further lead to the children having behavioural issues, in and out of school. However, it has been said by Jelena Obradovic that too much parental involvement can often negatively impact the children’s abilities as parents have almost been ‘conditioned’ to seek opportunities to involve themselves when their child is on task or completing directions from a teacher, or other family member. As a result, this can negatively affect the child’s abilities to stabilise or control their own behaviours or feelings. This is because they are not being given the chance to ‘self-regulate’ or build their own independence (Crawford, 2021). A supporting theorist named Diana Baumrind (1960) conducted a study based around parent-child behaviour, and later in the 1990’s created the term ‘helicopter’ parents. This term is given to the parents who are seen as being overly involved in their children’s lives. Although this is seen as a positive, it makes children gaining their own independence quite challenging, which later in life can cause elevated levels of depression and anxiety states LeMoyne and Buchanan, 2011 (LoBue, 2020). Lawrence Steinberg (1996) also suggested that an increase of parental involvement can have a negative effect on children’s abilities to self-regulate as they grow older (Steinberg et al, 2017). 

Aims, objectives and practical considerations
My aims and objectives for this project are to help families feel a sense of belonging within their community, leading to a high increase of parental involvement when helping their children, an example being, when reading. Due to this, the impact that I expect to happen during and after the project is that the children will develop their social, and language skills, enabling them to succeed throughout life. To support this opinion, as well as using inclusive strategies, such as, multilingual resources for parents where English may be a second language. Positive behaviour and positive relationships, linking to the word ‘cynefin’ as when these relationships are made, parents and children will be happy to attend the classes as well as providing help for their classmates (A Day in our Shoes, 2019). It also allows for the parents and their children to create stronger bonds, social skills, and a positive effect on their mental health (BookTrust, 2024). I will implement this project by building positive relationships with the local library, this will enable small trips to the library as well as an unlimited book supply. Libraries are a good environment and source to use as it does not require funding, it enhances independent learning, plays a crucial role in individuals well-being, and improves their reading (School Library Association, 2025). Book clubs will also be held weekly, where parents will be able to join after school. Book clubs enable children to improve their reading skills, it also adds to their vocabulary, as well as enhancing their knowledge on a variety of topics (Thorndike, 2019). Alfie Kohn (2015) a supporting theorist has the opinion that the impact of an after-school club can be compared to homework as children can become exhausted and have limited time for any other activities/hobbies. Another factor that will need to be kept in mind when planning this project is staffing and costs. As stated in the literature review, members of staff may need to have relevant training to confidently run this club. As a result, this will be an additional cost to the school itself, as well as being an increase in workloads for these members of staff.

Measuring impact
To measure the impact of my reading community project, the most effective method in my opinion would be to send out QR codes to parents/guardians who are involved in the reading group. A questionnaire can be defined as a range of questions that are created to retrieve data from the community, and is quantitative research (Hassan, 2022).  This will allow me to receive opinions anonymously on whether individuals are benefitting from the reading group, or if they need to receive extra help. Questionnaires are also cost effective as they do not cost to create or send. Stevens (2024) supports this by explaining how questionnaires are free of charge, as well as being time effective. Another major advantage of questionnaires is that they ensure that confidentiality and anonymity remain throughout the whole process (Stevens, 2024). As the questionnaires will ensure confidentiality and anonymity it links to the BERA guidelines. In doing so, the response rates are likely to increase as the respondents will feel more comfortable to complete. This will then allow for the group co-ordinator to see what may need to be altered with the project (Cleave, 2021). However, some individuals may struggle with working technology, for example if grandparents are the child’s guardian they may struggle to have their voice heard via an online questionnaire. It could also lead to a low response rate. Based on the area of School X, parents may not find the project important, leading to the differentiation for that child not being best tailored to them (Jain, 2023). A supporting case study is the ‘Abracadabra’ (ABRA) online toolkit. This toolkit contains activities that can be completed over a 20-week period which is delivered by trained Teaching Assistants focusing on literacy skills, for example, phonics and reading. After conducting some research with this study, it has been found that the children who had received the ABRA course, helped increase the progression by two to three months, in comparison to those who did not receive this programme. It also states that children who were eligible for free school meals as well as the children who had below average pre-test outcomes was said to be larger for all other pupils (EEF, 2018). An added positive of this toolkit is that the cost is relatively low as the actual programme itself is free, meaning that the only cost that would be necessary is when the Teaching Assistants or any other member of staff within the school would need the relevant training. However, although the cost is low, this training will be added workload for the members of staff who are leading this programme, which can impact on their stress levels as well as negatively impacting their mental health if they do not have the help required.  On top of this, as School X is in a deprived area, the leading staff may face several emotional challenges. When working closely with children and their families you will come face to face with their struggles, which is why it is important to make the children and families feel a sense of ‘belonging’ when learning (Brown, 2023). 

Evaluation 
To evaluate my Reading community project, I will be referring to a SWOT analysis, which can be viewed in (appendix 1). A SWOT analysis stands for; Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats. Individuals and companies may use SWOT analysis as they provide a detailed list of internal and external factors that may impact projects, businesses, or individuals (pestleanalysis, 2024). A SWOT analysis was used for this project as it is an easy and effective way of measuring strengths and weaknesses of, in this case, a ‘school reading community project’. For instance, internal strengths of hosting a reading club are that there is already a phonics programme running throughout the school, this can be an advantage because children are already familiar with a phonics routine meaning that they may be more able to adapt to a reading routine as well. If routine is instilled in the children, it gives them a sense of security and belonging, alongside aiding their social and emotional skills (ChildCare Network, 2024). Nancy Frey (2008) identified that ‘instructional routines’ are said to have the biggest positive impact on pupils learning, this is because the learning objective and purpose is clear, and the effect is measurable (Fisher, Frey and Hattie, 2016). However, Debbie Pope (2020) wrote that from different perspective structured day-to-day routines can affect the child’s abilities to face new tasks/challenges. Secondly, a weakness that may arise from within the school is pupil engagement. Whether this be tiredness, emotions or well-being, children’s engagement is said to be one of the biggest challenges that are faced within schools today (HBP, 2022). The third part of a SWOT analysis is the opportunities outside of School X, one of these being that the project aims to strengthen the relationships between the school and surrounding community. As a result, this, strong relationships creates a higher level of trust, together with collaboration. This can be between parents, children, and teachers which further promotes collaboration for school events, such as, a reading community project. On top of this it can also increase School X’s reputation when forming positive relationships, individuals’ opinions are heard promoting a positive image of the school (Mitra, 2024). The fourth section of a SWOT are threats from outside of the school, for example, funding. Funding in schools plays a huge factor in what can and cannot necessarily be delivered in lessons and what resources can be provided by the school. For example, low funding can negatively affect the teaching and learning of updated schemes such as the new curriculum, and after school clubs (Senedd Research Service, 2021). Dr Bruce Baker explained how to provide high-quality rich teaching and learning funding is the core to this, and without it can mean that the children are not receiving the right support and guidance (Baker et al., 2016). 


Conclusion 
I think that a reading community project for School X would be highly beneficial for the children, families and guardians throughout the school. This research has helped to give me a deeper insight into how the Qualified Teacher Status (QTS) standards link to this suggested project as ‘Professional Values and Practice’ are embedded into the structure of the reading club. This is because all the activities and well-being of the pupils and families will be well supported (Department for Education, 2021). It has also given me the understanding based on how important it is to involve family in their child’s learning, purely based off the progress that can be seen when this occurs. As a result of this, my next steps as a student teacher that I am willing to take into consideration and include in my day-to-day routine during my next placement, is to create healthy, honest, professional relationships with parents to allow for ‘cynefin’, and the best outcomes for the pupils.
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SWOT analysis guidance and template

SWOT stands for Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats. SWOT analysis is a tool for analysing the
current situation both internally (strengths and weaknesses) and externally (opportunities and threats). It
provides helpful baseline information for a group that wants to vision the future or analyse a problem.

HELPFUL

HARMFUL

INTERNAL
(within the school)

Strengths
There are a few strengths within the school that can help with the
project, these being:

Staff Expertise

Weaknesses
There are a few weaknesses within the school that may be a
disadvantage to this project, these being:

*  Pupil and engagement/motivation

*  Phonics that is used within School X *  Time
*  Family Officer e Staffing
EXTERNAL Opportunities Threats

(outside the school)

There are a few opportunities outside of the school that can help
with the project, these being:

Engaging the parents in their children’s learning
Strengthening the relationships between the surrounding
community

Focuses on diversity

There are a few threats outside of the school that may be a
disadvantage to this project, these being:

e Parent engagement/motivation

o Funding

*  Deprivation
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