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My Welsh Lesson was aimed for pupils in Reception, with a focus on developing their Welsh vocabulary on shapes. I had planned the lesson with a range of different Welsh sentence openers. However, during my teaching, I forgot to use many of the sentences I had planned and used them in English instead, despite having notes written down to help me if I did need it. I put this down to nerves as I was familiar with the sentences I had prepared to use and had only included sentences into my planning that I knew. After explaining what we would be looking at during the lesson, I flashed up different shapes for the pupils to recap in English. Due to the age of the pupils (4-5), I wanted to ensure that the pupils were aware of the shapes in English before moving on to learn the shapes in Welsh. All pupils were very confident with their shapes in English as this is something that has been covered over numerous lessons. Therefore, I felt that the pupils were then ready to begin to learn the Welsh words for the different shapes. I felt this was a successful part of the lesson as the pupils were able to learn the correct pronunciation when repeating the Welsh words after me. I ensured to continue to say “Dwedwch ar fy ol I” before the pupils repeated the Welsh words to ensure as much Welsh was being used as possible with the pupils so that they can continue to become familiar with different Welsh phrases and sayings. I believe that using Welsh often in the classroom is very important, especially with the extra emphasis that is now being placed on the use of incidental Welsh within the classroom. Therefore, I feel that it is important that I ensure to use as many Welsh sentences as possible around the pupils to help them become more familiar with the language. However, due to the pupils still being quite young, during my lesson I mixed Welsh and English into the sentences to help them understand more clearly what was being said. The focus activity involved the pupils matching the correct Welsh keyword to the corresponding picture. All pupils correctly matched the Welsh keyword to the shape showing that they had understood the initial input of teaching at the beginning of the lesson. They completed the activity confidently and independently which also showed me that they had successfully developed their Welsh keywords on shapes.
Looking back at the lesson, I feel that I could have used a greater amount of incidental Welsh during the opening phase and plenary. I feel that I relied on English too much and included limited Welsh keywords throughout the whole of the lesson. However, despite this, the lesson was a success with the pupils developing their Welsh skills by learning the 2D shapes in Welsh and confidently completing the activity. In the future, if I were to teach this lesson again, I would ensure to use a lot more Welsh around the pupils to help them become more familiar with the language. 

Reflection on Welsh Language Development throughout the PGCE year
At the beginning of the PGCE year, my Welsh language skills were very limited. I had not used the Welsh language since I was in school myself, and therefore, had forgotten a lot of the basics in Welsh. Attending the Welsh University Lessons helped me to re-learn the basics in Welsh and reminded me about a lot of keywords and topics that I already knew just needed to recap. Therefore, from attending these lessons I felt a lot more confident than I did to use Welsh in PTE1. 
However, when I began teaching during PTE1 I realised how difficult it was to incorporate incidental Welsh throughout the whole of my teaching. Therefore, myself and the class teacher decided that I would lead all ‘Helpwr Heddiw’ sessions with the class. These sessions lasted 15-30 minutes every day after dinner time, where the pupils practised their Welsh vocabulary on colours, the weather, answering questions such as ‘sut wyt ti?’ and ‘beth ydy fy enw di?’. Having the opportunity to lead these sessions helped me to improve my confidence to use Welsh and now I feel a lot more confident to use the Welsh langauge during my teaching. This was evident during my second block of teaching in PTE1, where I taught all of the Welsh lessons to the Year 4 pupils confidently. Whereas, this would not have been something that I would have been comfortable doing at the beginning of the year. Therefore, my confidence to use the Welsh language has dramatically increased since September and I will continue to develop my Welsh Language skills ready for when I have my own classroom. 
