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	There are twelve pedagogical principles within the Welsh Curriculum Framework, each one catered to encourage learners to reach their full potential through combining theoretical and practical skills with fine judgement (Donaldson, 2015, P.63). I will be considering three pedagogical principles within the Welsh Curriculum, focusing on each one individually, I will be discussing and evaluating the impact, meaning and connection to practice within the foundation phase and how each principle can look when put into practice. A simple way to describe pedagogy is through the way practitioners teach, referring to the teachers, learners, the learning environment, and teaching approaches. Each individual pedagogy is different, not every teaching method works for everybody, especially not every learner. Each pedagogy is typically a combination of educational theories and practice, used to evaluate what teaching methods and practices are most effective when used for learners and practitioners (Peel, 2023). The (Welsh Government, 2023) state that ‘Pedagogy is at the heart of the curriculum’, implying that without an effective and thorough pedagogy, teachers will not be achieving the high standards expected of the Welsh Curriculum.  
According to Estyn (2011), the foundation phase was created to prevent underachievement through incorporating effective learning designed to support the needs of all learners and to effectively support development within certain age groups. The foundation phase is a play-based curriculum alongside focused learning, it includes a combination of adult and child-led learning using both indoor and outdoor space. Estyn suggests that in many schools, there has been a noticeable positive impact on young learners, as well as there being a great difference to their well-being. (Estyn, 2011, p.6) stated that in some schools, ‘children’s participation, enjoyment and attitudes to learning are enhanced’ as well as a positive difference in their behaviour and attendance since introducing the foundation phase. Educating and improving learners’ health and well-being is a very important asset of the Welsh Curriculum and is one of the areas of learning experiences (AoLEs). This strongly suggests that the foundation phase, as well as the health and well-being AoLE, has a tremendous impact on children in education today and leads to creating healthy, confident, and ambitious learners. 

‘Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching’. 
(Donaldson, 2015, p.65)

This statement is the first of three pedagogical principles I will be discussing, it outlines the importance of using different teaching methods and a blend of approaches. This goes back to what was previously discussed in my introduction, noting how each individual practitioner’s pedagogy varies. Not every approach or method is appropriate for each learner, due to this, a lot of trial and error is needed to evaluate the best approach to introduce into a classroom. In their book discussing ‘what really works’, Mitchell (2013) talks about the blend of approaches in classrooms, and what he believes works best for individuals after conducting numerous observations. Mitchell (2013, P.35) conveys that ‘Effective teachers use a mix of whole-class, group, and individual activities’, which supports this pedagogical principle by discussing the different teaching approaches and how it positively contributes to teaching and learning. He proceeds to discuss the role of these methods outlining the importance of each one and their potential roles with different activities. As no child is the same, I agree with his emphasis on using a variety of approaches, it gives learners a varied experience in each lesson to hopefully support them most effectively, as one child may not be confident when contributing to whole class learning but may feel confident enough to speak and contribute when working in a small group, making the cooperative group learning more valuable and positive for that individual.  
Within this pedagogical principles description, it is stated that ‘Direct teaching involves the active engagement of the teacher in scaffolding learning’ (Donaldson, 2023, p.65), this indicates that direct teaching is important, but not in the way that the teacher gathers the whole class to only give directions to the learners and allow them to do the work independently, but suggests that the teacher is a role model who is active during their learning through offering support or guidance during a task. Within my teacher placement at school X, I noticed that within a task some learners were clearly struggling, but not asking for support, although when they were directly asked if they needed help, they would admit they were unsure on what to do. With this being said, I believe that it is extremely important that after introducing a lesson teachers should observe the learners closely and offer encouraging guidance to ensure everyone is on track and understands the task. In an educational video on Vygotsky’s theories, Davidson et al (1994) discusses the role of a more knowledgeable other within a classroom. They explain that a more knowledgeable other can be anyone with a social relationship to the child, meaning a teacher, family member, peers, or even fictional characters or comfort object. With assistance from the more knowledgeable other by giving hints or advice, learners should be successful and achieve a higher level of work, this proves that employing a blend of approaches in learning will potentially improve the learner’s work and understanding. Similarly, is the socio-cultural theory, suggesting that children develop through observing peers and members of their community. Rogoff (2003, P. 324) explains that ‘rather than relying on explanations to organize their learning, apprentices may be skilled in picking up information through watching’, again, this implies that learners use guidance from a more knowledgeable other to succeed in a task. Within school x, peer marking amongst the learners is something they do often, allowing learners to work as a team to evaluate each other’s work. Schools use peer marking as part of an assessment for learning (AFL), where learners work together and are tested with each other in a positive way rather than against each other. Black & Wiliam (1998) impose that through introducing peer-marking and feedback amongst learners, standards will improve within the class and particularly for low achievers, it is also said that it reduces the spread of attainment. I agree with their statement as I believe working in such way can make the learners feel valued and appreciated as they are given the opportunity to support, and gain advise from their peers, rather than constant feedback or constructive criticism from their teachers.
A potential weakness that could arise within this principle is the aspect of child-led learning. The Welsh curriculum framework aims to support a child-led learning approach, where a lot of the learning is inspired and chosen by the learners (Protheroe, 2022). An article produced by BERA suggests ‘that child-centred learning may further disadvantage the already disadvantaged’ (Power et al, 2019), implying that giving certain learners the responsibility to choose aspects of their learning may result in being a disadvantage to them and decrease their essential learning. From my perspective, I can see how child-led learning methods could override essential learning as some teachers may give to much freedom to the learners which could result in some effective development skills, but no essential cognitive learning taking place. 

‘Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.’
									(Donaldson, 2015, p. 67)

The second pedagogical principle I will be focusing on discusses teaching and learning through implementing themes and lessons based on the learner’s previous knowledge. This implies that when learners are taught about topics they are unsure of or have not yet experienced themselves, they are not as interested or engaged as they would be if they held any previous knowledge prior to the in depth learning. During my time at school x, I have experienced the school’s personal pedagogy and how they implement teaching and learning. They use a loop learning strategy, meaning that each term they follow a ‘Live it, Learn it, Link it, Loop it’ pattern. This ensures a varied experience of learning from all angles, giving the learners a chance to personally experience, learn and revisit throughout, so that they always know what they are learning and why. To ensure that each learner has in some way, experienced or has a strong awareness of the topic, school x arranges educational experiences or trips prior to the in-depth learning. For example, school x were starting a learning topic on the different wastes and how recycling works, prior to the lessons, the children were taken litter picking around the local community. As a result of this, the learners were learning about the topic while experiencing it first hand, as well as this, they were also positively supporting the community. Rymanowicz, from Michigan State University suggests that unless the children are engaged and involved in their learning, they will easily get bored and uninterested. They suggest that you should ‘get them involved in concrete, active experiences instead of simply watching or listening’ (Rymanowicz, 2016). This approach to teaching and learning should solidify the learner’s engagement as they are personally involved, the learning will feel meaningful to them therefore their knowledge will stick as it will be a memorable experience of learning. Also, supporting the construction of knowledge and how children learn effectively through revisited or existing knowledge is explained below:

‘It is the learner who has to do the learning, that is, to construct knowledge out of his or her own resource. The child cannot imitate every action, but only those for which they can recognize the goal and the means employed by the model’. 
(Olson, 2014, p. 121).

The statement above is an indication that children learn through their own minds, but with some needed guidance and modelling to imitate from, this would be through an experience or a more knowledgeable other. This creates a link to the pedagogical principle that implements giving learners the resources or guidance to begin learning based off their previous or existing knowledge. The idea of revisiting previous knowledge and repetitive learning originates from the spiral curriculum, explained by Bruner (1960, quoted by Mcleod, 2023). The spiral curriculum works in a way of producing new information or skills, and tactically working through learning to ascend the spiral to reach a mastery understanding of a topic. While ascending the spiral curriculum, learners would be linking back and revisiting previous information introduced within the spiral. The development and repetition of existing and new knowledge will result in the work progressively becoming more challenging as the learner begins to understand the full apparatus. Harden & Stamper (1999, p. 141) voice that ‘previous learning is a prerequisite for the later learning’, they agree with Bruner’s work on the spiral curriculum, as they believe in order to learn effectively learners are required to revisit pervious learning and existing knowledge. 
Not only does the principle apply to the topics of learning, but learners must also grasp a basic understanding of materials and resources used within classrooms before they are expected to complete certain tasks. For example, the use of scissors, holding and using pencils, or gluing. These basic motor skills need to be developed throughout the foundation phase to complete activities expected within the classroom. The UK Government (no date), state that the contribution of fine and gross motor skills is essential in a child’s development and independence across the areas of learning. This emphasises the importance of these skills as learners need these to move onto other progressions within the AoLEs. Practitioners must provide the opportunities for learners to develop these skills within the educational environment, whether it be in physical education lessons, climbing equipment on the playing area or activities such as threading beads or using clay and dough.

‘Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Area of Learning and Experience’
									(Donaldson, 2015, P. 68)

Within the Welsh Curriculum Framework there are 6 AoLE’s, these being ‘Language, Literacy and Communication, Expressive Arts, Mathematics and Numeracy, Science and Technology, Humanities and Health and Well-being’ (Donaldson, 2015, p. 43-50). The framework requires each school to implement these areas of learning into each lesson but not so much as set subject teaching, but instead encouraging cross-curricular activities in lessons through attempting to include multiple AoLE’s into every aspect of school and ensuring learners are aware of their connections. There are also three cross-curricular responsibilities to follow alongside the six AoLE’s, which are ‘Literacy, Numeracy and Digital Competency frameworks’ (Donaldson, 2015, p. 39-41), these responsibilities are thought to be a great deal nowadays, contributing essential learning skills needed to develop in the modern world. I believe the importance in digital competency has grown masses in the past few years, understanding and becoming familiar with the ever-changing technology is how people cope in today’s society, so it is only right that it plays such an important role in education. Hayes & Whitebread (2006), discuss the importance of digital competency in education and the opportunities it opens for learners, they believe that ‘these technologies, and the activities that children may engage in with them, have the potential to expand learning in new and exciting ways’ (Hayes & Whitebread, 2006, p. 38). Not only does digital competency teach a range of essential skills needed, but it also opens the gate for present ways of learning, making it more interesting and familiar to young learners today. Referring to the first principle, the blend of approaches in learning collaborates with the AoLE’s and cross-curricular responsibilities, with there being an importance on the different methods used. With digital competency being such a strong approach throughout all year groups as modern technology is forever changing, teachers must include methods of teaching through resources like iPads and computers to ensure children are experienced and know how and when technology is best used.
Improving the health and well-being AoLE is an important feature for the Welsh Governments Policy, hoping to improve relationships within schools and preparing learners for the difficult issues or decisions that may arise in their future, giving guidance on appropriate ways to reconcile (Donaldson, 2015, p. 45). According to Public Health England, low well-being drastically increases within the ages of 11-15 (Public Health England, 2013, p. 6), due to these statistics, I believe a strong focus on health and well-being at a young age will give learners the correct mindset and skills to work on bettering and preparing themselves for ruptures with their well-being and familiarise them with what they need to do if certain feelings do arise. At school x, all though the children in my class were 5 and 6 years old, the teachers focused on health and well-being daily in the classroom, conversing with the children on feelings during carpet time, and within their small work groups. The learners were confident enough to share their feelings and empathise with the other children, and understanding and respecting the importance of others feelings even at such a young age was amazing, demonstrating that the focus has already made such a positive impact on children. 
	Howard Gardner established the multiple intelligences theory and research in 1983, his research questioned the diverse capacities of children as he believed learners intelligence wasn’t viewed wide enough, so learning was not effective for every child. He suggested that there are eight different intelligences, meaning learners shouldn’t be subjected to ‘one size fits all’ teaching and learning as each learner has different intellectual capacities. (Gordon, 2022). Due to Gardner’s research, education has welcomed a range of new experiences and resources, that are more effective for each learner, therefore supports learners in achieving their full potential (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008, p. 31). The new six AoLE’s introduce a range of new experience for learners, giving them the opportunity to learn through different approaches, ensuring lessons are kept enjoyable and not repetitive. The implementation of the AoLE’s, as well the cross-curricular responsibilities, work hand in hand with Gardner’s research as they include a range of different teaching and learning methods and certify the importance of including different teaching approaches into each lesson.
	To conclude, I believe the repetitive positive research found to support each pedagogical principle emphasises the accomplishment of the Welsh Curriculum Framework, with it being a curriculum that deeply cares about each learner, focusing on securing a strong and effective education. The Welsh Curriculum Framework aims for a positive and encouraging effect on teaching and learning, each pedagogical principle has an influence on this, including the nine principles I have not discussed. I noticed a connection between the three principles discussed, as each one implements the attitude, resources and methods needed by the teacher to transfer into the children’s learning. Following my research and learning, I have enhanced my knowledge on educational theories and noticed how different professional views link to the curriculum framework and influence practitioner’s approaches. Each learner is different, and all learn most effectively with a variety of approaches and methods, as a result, within my practice as a professional educator I will strive to introduce a blend of teaching methods and work approaches that are suited to each learner and ensure they always have the correct resources to succeed the best that they can. I will observe each child and cater my lessons to what is needed and seems most effective for them. To achieve this, I will be sure to converse with my learners regularly and prompt them to voice which learning approaches they feel works well for them, making their learning enjoyable and comfortable enough to challenge themselves.
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