





Palaeolithic Period

* Lower Palaeolithic: ca. 250,000-200,000 years ago
* Middle Palaeolithic: ca. 250,000-50,000 years ago
* Upper Palaeolithic: ca. 33,000 years ago




Neolithic Period

* Early Neolithic: ca. 8800-6800 BCE
 Middle Neolithic: ca. 6500-5100 BCE
 Late Neolithic: ca. 5100-4700 BCE (Bard 2008:80)







Formation of the Egyptian State

* By 3400 BCE, people lived in settlements in the Nile Valley, relying on
the river regime for farming and burying their dead in the deserts
nearby. The elements of later Egyptian culture are in place. (Van De
Mieroop 2011:24)

* Writing begins to emerge however most evidence remains
archaeological. (Van De Mieroop 2011:30)

* The political ideals of kingship, as well as Upper and Lower Egypt are
established. (Van De Mieroop 2011:29)



Dynasty O (van be Mieroop 2011:30)

* ca. 3200-3000 BCE

* This period refers to the rule of kings mentioned on objects and labels
but do not fully correspond with later king lists. Examples include King
Narmer and King Scorpion.

* The first attempts at unifying Egypt occur during this period.
* The Nagada period ends.






15t Dynasty (van be Mieroop 2011:30-32)

* ca. 3000-2890 BCE




2" Dynasty (van De Mieroop 2011:30)

* ca. 2890-2686 BCE




2y Dynasty (van De Mieroop 2011:55)

* ca. 2686-2613 BCE




Ath Dynasty (Van De Mieroop 2011:55)

* ca. 2613-2494 BCE

* ca. 2613-2589 BCE: King Sneferu builds three pyramids at Meidum and



B Dynasty (van De Mieroop 2011:55)

* ca. 2494-2345 BCE




6™ Dynasty (van be Mieroop 2011:79-84)

* ca. 2345-2181 BCE

e ca. 2321-2287 BCE: the reign of King Pepy | is called a period of






6t Dynasty — Pepy’s suCcessors (van be Mieroop
2011:84)

* Pepy’s successors did not leave any evidence of themselves behind,
even the number of them is unknown. This leads to the conclusion

that they were weak and their reigns’ unstable.

* The end of Pepy II's rule marked the beginning of the First
Intermediate Period.



7t and 8™ Dynasties (van be Mieroop 2011:79, 84)

e ca. 2181-2160 BCE

* The kings of these dynasties had little to no actual power.

* Wealth was more equally shared within the upper class as it was
consumed locally rather than diverted to the capital.

* The kings often called themselves ‘Neferkara’ after Pepy’s throne
name, perhaps in an attempt to resurrect his acclaim.



oth and 10 Dynasties

e ca. 2160-2025 BCE

* Ruled from Herakleopolis with power limited to northern Middle
Egypt and the Delta.






11t Dynasty (Van De Mieroop 2011:99-101)

e ca. 2125-1985 BCE

* ca. 2125-2055 BCE: rules the southern half of Egypt from Thebes.

* ca. 2055-2004 BCE: King Mentuhotep conquers the competing
dynasty at Herakleopolis to unite Egypt and constructs a mortuary
temple at Deir el-Bahri.

 However the court’s power is limited as local officials inscribe
bibliographies that focus on their own achievements.



Establishment of 12t Dynasty (van be Mieroop
2011:99-101)

e ca. 1985-1956 BCE: King Amenemhat | seized the throne from
Mentuhotep IV.

* He re-established order within Egypt and founded a new capital, Itj-
tawi, which took power away from Thebian nobles and ensured the
workforce of Herakleopolis and Memphis were easier to draw on.



12t Dynasty (Van De Mieroop 2011:99)

* ca. 1985-1773 BCE

* ca. 1956-1911 BCE: King Senusret | built extensively across Egypt, including
a pyramid at Lisht, and ran campaigns in Lower Nubia.

* ca. 1911-1877 BCE: King Amenemhat Il left a now fragmentary account of
his reign.

* ca. 1877-1870 BCE: King Senusret Il started developing the Fayyum region.

* ca. 1870-1831 BCE: King Senusret Ill campaigned in the Levant, particularly
Nubia. The office of nomarch is removed from official record.

* ca. 1831-1786 BCE: King Amenembhat Il further develops the Fayyum.
* ca. 1777-1773 BCE: Queen Sobekneferu is the last ruler of the 12t dynasty.




13t Dynasty (van be Mieroop 2011:99, 107, 118)

e ca. 1773-after 1650 BCE

* There were numerous kings in this dynasty, most likely rotating
between several families. It is likely that many of them did not have
long reigns.

* The stability of the nation was preserved by the inherited nature of
civilian positions, such as a Vizier's sons holding the same position.

* The royal court moved to Thebes ca. 1700.
* Rhetoric towards foreigners became increasingly hostile.






The fall of the 13t Dynasty (van De Mieroop 2011:126-
127)

* ca. 1700-1650 BCE

e After the move to Thebes, the royal court lost control of the region



ki Dynasty (van be Mieroop 2011:127)

* ca. 1700-1650 BCE




15t™ Dynasty — the Hyksos (van be Mieroop 2011:126-
128)

* ca. 1650-1550 BCE

* Foreigners calling themselves Heqau-khasut (‘rulers of foreign lands’),



16t Dynasty (van be Mieroop 2011:127-128)

* ca. 1650-1580 BCE




17 Dynasty (van be Mieroop 2011:127)

* ca. 1650-1550 BCE

e Successors to the 13th dynasty at Thebes.






18t Dynasty (van De Mieroop 2011:152)

* ca. 1550-1390 BCE

* ca. 1550-1525 BCE: King Ahmose expelled the Hyksos and unites Egypt. He
conquered Sharuhen in southern Palestine and raided Nubia south of the




18th Dynasty coNnt. (Van De Mieroop 2011:152)

e ca. 1492-1479 BCE: King Thutmose Il confronts rebellion in northern
Kush.

* ca. 1473-1458 BCE: Queen Hatshepsut acts as regent for young
Thutmose Il from ca. 1479-1473 BCE before becoming king ca. 1473
BCE. She sent an expedition to Punt, built a mortuary temple at Deir




18t Dynasty cont. (van be Mieroop 2011:152, 184)

e ca. 1427-1400 BCE: King Amenhotep Il presented himself as a great
charioteer, huntsman and archer. He initiated diplomatic contact in
the Near East after a series of military campaigns.

e ca. 1400-1390 BCE: King Thutmose IV married a Mittanni princess.




18t Dynasty — Amarna revolution (van de Mieroop
2011:184-186)

e ca. 1390-1352 BCE: King Amenhotep Ill initiates major construction
throughout Egypt and particularly in Thebes.

* ca. 1352-1336 BCE: King Amenhotep IV changes his name to
Akhenaten when he focuses all official attention on the Aten sun disk




18t Dynasty — Amarna revolution (van be Mieroop
2011:186)

e ca. 1327-1323 BCE: King Ay ascended to the throne as an old man
with government experience.

* ca. 1323-1295 BCE: King Horemheb became king after a career as
commander-in-chief. He finished the work Tutankhamun began b




19th Dynasty (van be Mieroop 2011:214)

* ca. 1295-1186 BCE

* ca. 1295-1294 BCE: King Rameses | was crowned king after a career in the
army and administration.




19th Dynasty cont. (van be Mieroop 2011:241)

e ca. 1213-1203 BCE: King Merenptah claimed victory over the invading
Libyans and Sea Peoples.

* ca. 1203-1194 BCE: there was a civil war between King Sety Il and
Amenmessul.
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