Is it important to take ecological sustainability into account in evaluating the political policies put forward – whether by governments, oppositions or popular movements – nowadays?  If so, how important is it?

This essay seeks to assess whether ecological sustainability should be taken into account when formulating political strategies in the modern world, as well as to comprehend and decide if it is significant or not. This essay will cover various aspects of ecological sustainability such as safe-guarding biodiversity utilising the voice and knowledge of indigenous people, such as the Kogi people, it will consider the impact of economic drive and the product of such and assess the works of Kate Raworth and doughnut economics. To understand and determine the importance of ecological sustainability politically, this essay will assess the works and timeline of modern environmentalism to establish whether these global environmental organisations has had any impact on the contemporary world. Once establishing the importance of ecological sustainability withing policy-oriented movements, it is then imperative to assess the achievements of these movements, whether any changes have been implemented into everyday life and what more needs to be done.  
Food, clothes, cars and sewage are all essential to everyday life, meaning that, even if it is not as predominantly spoken about as much as other aspects, it is a political matter (Edkins and Zehfuss 2014: 39). Sustainability first came to light in 1713, with the concept originating from forestry (Kuhlman and Farrington 2010).  Although the term may date back to 1713, it is undoubtedly something that has been a thought process for centuries. As we have always needed food and other essentials to continue our living, the worry about it running out will always have been there (Kuhlman and Farrington 2010). The question is, if sustainability has always been prominent in our daily lives for centuries, why has it taken so long for it to be taken seriously into political policies. Founded on the 29th of April 1961 in Switzerland, the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) began to grow rapidly into becoming one of the first international non-governmental organisation (WWF, 2010). Just two years after the formation of WWF, on March 12th, 1963, they held a conference as there was a rise in concern regarding the then doubling in carbon dioxide which would estimate a rise of 3.8 degrees Fahrenheit into the average atmospheric temperature (Eichhorn, 1963). This conference published a substantial report of concern which we now know to be global warming (Eichhorn, 1963) but how seriously did the rest of the world take this very concerning report, and what was put into place to slow the rise of carbon dioxide into the earth's atmosphere. One year after this report was released, the United Kingdom held a general election which the Labour Party, led by Harold Wilson, gained power by very narrow margins, but nonetheless gained power (BBC News, 1997). Whilst the report highlighted the ongrowing concern regarding carbon footprint, the Labour Party’s manifesto reflected nothing to tackle this (Labour Party, 1964). Whilst the political side of the United Kingdom showed nearly no interest in this growing issue, it was not due to a lack of science on the subject, as WWF had already been founded three years prior to the general election and Rachel Carson’s ‘Silent Spring’ was released in 1962. Carson’s book emphasised the risks of pesticides and the developing understanding of how pollution affects the environment and public health (Carson, 1962).
Rachel Carson’s publication of the book ‘Silent Springs’ became a New York Times best seller (Griswold, 2012) and sold more than 500,000 copies in 24 countries (Earth Day, 2019) which then raised public awareness and developed a public understanding of concern for ecology. This led public’s voices screaming louder for corporations and  politicians to listen and create changes regarding ecological sustainability bringing the first Earth Day (Earth Day, 2019). Earth Day was founded by the Senator Gaylord Nelson (Earth Day, 2019) who had been concerned regarding the environment deteriating in the United States, but it is clear his ambitions for ecological sustainability reached further than the United States when he founded the Earth Day. A year prior to the First Earth Day, Nelson was witness to the ravages of an oil spill in California (Earth Day, 2019) which undoubtedly led to the what is a now annual event, to raise awareness and appreciation for the Earth’s ecological sustainability. Earth Day is celebrated in 190 countries and includes events such as clean-up programmes, tree planting campaigns and environmental rallies (Earth Day, 2019). As imperative as these events are, the change that holds the most weight is laws, legislation and policies that ensure there are greater steps being done for long term effects. The founding of Earth Day has done just that with the Clean Air Act of 1970 (US EPA, 2015) which resulted in a shift within government and their role in air pollution control. This legislation limited emissions which was amended up until 1990 (US EPA, 2015). It also established legislation in 1972 which was the Clean Water Act (US EPA, 2022) which meant the United States had to uphold, by law, quality standards for surface waters, meaning literring, oil spills etc would be made illegal. Although as previously mentioned there was no direct policy within the United Kingdom to ensure ecological sustainability, it was not long for the water act to catch up which they implemented quickly in 1973 (Legislation.gov.uk, 2023) and was ammended in 1989 (Legislation.gov.uk, 2011). This shows the importance of education and the link to sustainability. Aeguably without the words of Rachel Carson and ‘Silent Springs’ the awareness and public understanding could potentially have been delayed and furthermore the mentioned legislation could have come a lot later. 
Fast forward to the 21st century and the world has quickly realised the mistakes of ignoring the earlier concerns for ecological sustainability. In the year 2002, representatives of over 190 countries met in South Africa to discuss the interests of humanity as one planet (United Nations, 2002b). This was named the World Summit on Sustainable Development, with the aim to discuss and assess the progress since the first Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 (United Nations, 2002b).  The Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development was born from this conference (United Nations, 2002a) and as part of this declaration, the United Nations pledged “We reaffirm the vital role of the indigenous peoples in sustainable development.” (United Nations, 2002b: no. 25). This pledge by the United Nation plays a key role in ecological sustainability, for more reasons than one. One of the main reasons, which is covered greatly in the Aluna production, is that indigenous groups and tribes such as the Kogi have knowledge that we cannot comprehend as outsiders (YouTube, 2018). The Kogi people are indigenous to Columbia’s Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta mountains, who have lived greatly secluded whilst Spain have conquered (Reddy, 2013). The Kogi believe they exist with one purpose, to care for the world and that is why they have made contact with the outside world, they claim would destroy the world for which they devote their entire lives. (Jini Reddy, 2013)  The Aluna production highlights the mistreatment the more ‘civilised society’ has created and how the knowledge and traditions that indigenous people such as the Kogi are pleading to to us the “younger brother”  (YouTube, 2018) that “Younger brother must listen and stop causing damage or nature herself will finish us off” (YouTube, 2018). After the release of the first Kogi film, The Tairona Heritage Trust formed (www.brackets.digital, 2023) and began to raise money towards the pruchase of ancient territories which were damaged by industrialisation with the intention of returning the land to the Kogi for restoration (www.brackets.digital, 2023). This was not the only conservation team that the Kogi people have received help from. The Amazon Conservation Team had managed to buy sacred Kogi land for the Kogi to restore and bring back to life (Madrigal, 2020). In 2013 the Kogi had gotten to work utilising their indigenous knowledge and succesfully restored the land that is now known to be “Jaba Tañiwashkaka” (Madrigal, 2020). This is a crucial illustration of how political liberation strategies and ecological sustainability may coexist in a variety of political contexts. 
The work of Kate Raworth and her development of the Doughnut economics provides a final strategy for integrating ecological sustainability into political policy. In her TedTalk, Raworth claims that Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is the main goal in all policy making,  Raworth goes on to say how mass consumerism has created this unsustainable demand and expectation of unending growth which has furthered a structural dependency on growth (TedTalk, 2018). Raworth explains how great GDP does not equal less poverty unless it is distributed fairly. According to Raworth, this a factor in the downfall of our ecological sustainability and is the fire that feeds the climate crisis (TedTalk, 2018). To battle this, ensuring that all needs can be met including the Earth’s,  Raworth came up with Doughnut Economics (Raworth, 2018). The premise of the doughnut is that it has to work within the boundaries of sustainability. It is named a doughnut after its shape, the outer circle represents the environmental aspect and the inner represents a social foundation (TedTalk, 2018). The social/foundation represents the minimum standards set out to ensure basic needs are met, I.e education, energy, water etc. The environemental/ceiling is representive of the planetary boundaries that are vital in our living, I.e chemical pollution, ocean acidification etc (TedTalk, 2018). Raworth stresses that there needs to be a concern that is distributed across the environmental issues equally, and that any aspect of the environmental crisis’ will indeed lead to the inevitable downfall of our basic needs (TedTalk, 2018). Currently, chemical pollution has exceded at an alarming rate and has now passed a safe limit for humanity (Carrington, 2022) this is an example of an environmental aspect which has been neglected and is part of a shortfall for our basic needs, explained by the doughnut theory (TedTalk, 2018).  
Finally, the political strategies reflect the fact that the environmental issue has become a far bigger call for aid in the 21st century. Whether on purpose or not, socialist ideologies like Kate Raworth's Doughnut Economics and the United Nation's pledge do actually embody the principles of a sustainable environment. This demonstrates the significance of ecological sustainability in all facets of political policy going ahead and the necessity of making sustainability the primary driver of policy, failing which mankind would inevitably come to an end. Even if a policy does not specifically address sustainability, the efforts of the Kogi people, Kate Raworth, and the United Nations demonstrate how crucial it is to use sustainability as a foundation for decision-making. While Kate Raworth's doughnut economics illustrates that we are not as far forward as we should be, yearly events like Earth Day demonstrate the worldwide dedication to a more sustainable planet.
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