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	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

To explore the period of Augustus Welby Northmore Pugin’s life and work when resident in Salisbury, Wiltshire, with a specific focus on:
· Pugin’s main achievements whilst living in the county, including early architectural work, the publication of his first major book, Contrasts, and his legacy in Wiltshire.
· The influence of his father, Auguste Charles Pugin, on Pugin’s early adherence to gothic architecture and design.
· Pugin’s conversion to Roman Catholicism.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
Augustus Welby Northmore Pugin, 1812-52, was a leading figure in the medieval Gothic Revival of the first half of the nineteenth century and is probably the greatest influence on ecclesiastical architecture in Britain and Ireland in recent times. His achievements include the design of the Palace of Westminster and Big Ben, St Chad’s Cathedral in Birmingham (the first English Cathedral in Britain since Wren’s St Paul’s), Alton Castle, and numerous religious and other buildings in Britain, Ireland and Australia, including Cathedrals in Northampton, Cheadle, Killarney and Enniscorthy.
In 1835, Pugin moved to Salisbury, Wiltshire.  There, he constructed his first self-designed house, St Mairies Grange, which was his main residence for three years and remained in his possession until 1841.  Although only resident in Wiltshire for a short period, his time there was to prove significant. 
Whilst living in Salisbury, he entered the Roman Catholic Church, arranged the completion of his late father’s series of books Examples of Gothic Architecture, (the last of which focused on buildings in and around Wiltshire), commenced work on designs to replace the recently burned down Houses of Parliament, started to take on a broader range of architectural and design commissions in London, Birmingham and Edinburgh, and published his first major book, Contrasts, which was a polemical attack on contemporary architectural style and called for the revival of medieval gothic architecture and design.
Although key events from Pugin’s time in Wiltshire are described within the main biographies produced about him, there is little written which is solely focused on his time in the county. Nor is there much specific separate literature regarding his father. 

This Dissertation will explore Pugin’s life and work related to Wiltshire. 
Specific contextual background will initially be set out relating to: Pugin’s life and family; early nineteenth century England; medieval gothic and its revival; Wiltshire Christian architecture. 
The main body of the Dissertation will then explore one major and two minor thematic areas
:

i. Major - Pugin in Wiltshire - What drew Pugin to Wiltshire, what did he achieve whilst living there, and what legacy did he leave in the county? 
ii. Minor - Pugin Senior and Junior - What influence did the work of his father, Augustus Charles Pugin, have on Pugin and his firm belief that gothic was the only acceptable approach to ecclesiastical and other architecture?

iii. Minor - Roman Catholicism – Why did Pugin convert to Catholicism and how did becoming a Catholic affect his work?
The text for all thematic areas will be interspersed with images of original drawings and photographs of the current state of buildings or monuments. 
Sources to be used for this Dissertation will be: 
Primary Sources
· Literary: books published by Pugin and his father, as well as letters, drawings and other records kept by Pugin. 
· Architectural: Wiltshire buildings and monuments which were designed by Pugin.
Secondary Sources
· Literary: including all main biographies, reviews of his architectural and design work, and a range of contextual background relating to Britain in the 1830s, Catholic Emancipation, the Gothic Revival, and Wiltshire social, ecclesiastical, and architectural history.

· Architectural: Wiltshire buildings which influenced Pugin, which were influenced by him in their design, or which were seen as significant by his followers.
An initial bibliography is presented below. It is hoped that further sources will be accessible through the Wiltshire and Swindon Records Archive, the Salisbury Cathedral Archive, the British Newspaper Archive, and the Pugin Society, from whom formal support is being requested for this work (at the suggestion of a Board Member of the Society).
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Primary Architectural Sources in Wiltshire.
Clarendon Park Gate-Lodge, (Pugin design and build).
John Halle’s Banqueting Hall, Salisbury, (Pugin hall and fireplace - now Odeon Cinema).
St John Baptist, Bishopstone, (Pugin tomb chest and canopy).

St Mairies Grange, Alderbury, (Pugin design and build).
St Martin’s, Bremhill, (Pugin stained glass window).
St Osmund’s Church, Salisbury, (Pugin design and build).
St Peter’s Church, Biddestone, (Church demolished, Pugin bell-turret now in garden at Castle Combe).

Secondary Architectural Sources in Wiltshire

Allington Church, (influenced by Pugin).

Great Chalfield Manor, nr Melksham, (assessed in Examples of Gothic Architecture, Pugin Sr & Jr)

St Bartholomew’s Church, Corsham, (assessed in Examples of Gothic Architecture, Pugin Sr & Jr)

St Peter’s and St Nicholas Churches, Biddestone (assessed in Examples of Gothic Architecture, Pugin Sr & Jr – St Peter’s was subsequently demolished) 

Salisbury Cathedral, (influence on Pugin, and one tomb sketched in Contrasts).
South Wraxall Manor, (assessed in Examples of Gothic Architecture, Pugin Sr & Jr).
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