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RESEARCH TECHNIQUES WITHIN ARCHAEOLOGICAL SPECIALISMS

This can be approached from different perspectives:

If I want to develop a particular specialism, what research skills do I need to acquire?

If I want to work with specialists, how much do I need to understand these specialists' 
requirements?

Co-ordination of research teams – methods and sampling strategies



RESEARCH TECHNIQUES WITHIN ARCHAEOLOGICAL SPECIALISMS



RESEARCH TECHNIQUES 
WITHIN ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
SPECIALISMS
Scientific Dating:
Dendrochronology

Radiocarbon Dating

Thermoluminescence

Optical Stimulated Luminescence

Isotopic Dating………….



RESEARCH TECHNIQUES 
WITHIN ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
SPECIALISMS
Archaeological Conservation:

Investigation

Stabilization

Display



RESEARCH TECHNIQUES 
WITHIN ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
SPECIALISMS
Materials Science & Industrial 
Processes:
Pottery Production
Historic Industries
Organic Residue Analysis
Archaeometallurgy
Glassworking



RESEARCH TECHNIQUES 
WITHIN ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
SPECIALISMS
Zooarchaeology:

Reference Collections

International Council for 
Archaeozoology (ICAZ)

http://www.alexandriaarchive.org/icaz/


RESEARCH TECHNIQUES 
WITHIN ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
SPECIALISMS
Environmental Archaeologists:

Pollen

Plant Macrofossils

Archaeobotany

Charcoal

Wood Identification……….



RESEARCH TECHNIQUES 
WITHIN ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
SPECIALISMS
Pottery Specialists:

Research Group

CIfA Special Interest Groups



DISSEMINATION - REPORTING, COMMUNICATION, ARCHIVE AND 
DISPLAY

How is your research disseminated?

Who is your audience?

Preservation of record / data

Museum displays – traditional / blended / virtual



DISSEMINATION - REPORTING

Client Report – Grey Literature? Historic Environment Record? OASIS?

Report Series (e.g. Historic England)

Regional Journals – Archaeological Societies / Groups

National / International Peer Reviewed Journals

Conferences and Conference Proceedings

Archaeological Monographs?



DISSEMINATION – REPORTING: BARLAND’S FARM BOAT



DISSEMINATION – REPORTING: BARLAND’S FARM BOAT
Conferences and Conference 
Proceedings



DISSEMINATION – IKUWA CONFERENCES



HISTORIC ENGLAND RESEARCH REPORT SERIES

https://historicengland.org.uk/research/results/reports/

https://historicengland.org.uk/research/results/reports/


COMMUNICATION

Archaeological Societies / Groups – Public Lectures

Project / Organisation Website

Social Media

Forums …………..



ARCHIVE INCEPTION AND DEPOSITION

Archaeology Data Service (+other digital repositories e.g. RCAHMW)

Specialist Data Repositories

Supplemental Data attached to publications

Paper Archive, Artefacts, Ecofacts – Receiving Museums, Conservation
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