8	Saudi Arabia [MID]

The kingdom of Saudi Arabia represents one of the most important players in the Muslim politics today. This is caused by two main factors: its richness with oil, and holding the keys for the most sacred shrines for Muslims in all their sects and beliefs.

Saudi Arabia was always seen as a pro Western country that was willing to provide both its lands and minerals was translated by its clandestine but well known stand with the so called coalition invasion lead by USA to Iraq in both occasions in 1992 and 2002. However more recently Saudi Arabia is expanding its economical interest as far as China which is looking for vendors to strengthen its strategic oil reserves. Some observers maintain that this interest only appeared on the surface following the change of attitude of USA following September 11th. However it a well known fact that King Abdullah was interested in such a cooperation long time before that when he was a crown prince [endnoteRef:1]  The role that is played by Saudi Arabia in the Muslim politics is complicated by these factors and by the fact that it stands right in the middle between the Western powers and Islam. The first needs to expand its resources and cultural values in order to survive and the second’s beliefs, which refuses these cultural expansionist approaches. The result of this “new” Saudi attitude was translated by 5 agreements signed during King Abdullah’s visit to China on 23 January 2006 which included not only the cooperation between the two parties on oil exportation but also on areas which indicates much deeper Saudi trend towards the East having suffered so many wounds by its old Allie the West and USA in particular. These agreements included cooperation on tax regulation and signed by the Chinese minister of finance with his counter part Abd al Aziz al Assaf who also agreed to give a “good” loan to develop the infrastructure of Axo city located in Shingan. The minister of labor Dr Ghazi al Qusaibi signed another milestone agreement which aims to benefit from Chinese technical training.[endnoteRef:2]      [1:  Al Arrabiyya Channel  24t April Introduced by: Muntaha al Ramahi, see also Saudi – US Relations information Service :  http://www.saudi-us-relations.org/articles/2006/nid/060127-china-visit-over.html
]  [2:  Al Arabia net , Dubai] 

 
This Saudi attitude should be taken with a pinch of salt and needs to be understood in the light of the USA’s new phase based on Samuel Huntington’s single minded notion of civilizations and their clash. This concept is based on “civilization identity” and the interaction between a number of major civilizations that Huntington was unable to conclude as being seven or eight.[endnoteRef:3] According to Huntington “the clash of civilization will dominate world politics. The lion’s share of such a clash of civilizations will take place between Islam and the West”. [endnoteRef:4]   [3: Edward Said 119 See also  Publication of the Central Eurasian Studies Society Volume 2, Number 2, Spring 2003, ISSN 1538-5043 (Print) ISSN 1543-7817 (Electronic)]  [4:  Edward Said 121
] 


Such a claim of a potential clash seems to be an academic fictitious justification for the current double standard policies of the US and some Western countries, which created troubled areas in the Middle East. The actual nature of the clash do not appear to be between Islam and the West but rather between the interest of Western investors in oil and will of region people who happen to be Muslims.   
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