When looking at the status of the community there will always be a variation, Wetwang Slack offers this variation. Firstly it has the chariot burials which are renown. Then through Dent applying the terms primary and secondary status to the graves of the main cemetery we can gain an understanding of the differences between the dead from their varied levels of wealth. Not only through wealth but through the graves and what we see from brooches, to personal items, to food and to child graves we can try to deduct the status’ of those who once resided in the community. All of which were inhumations only.

The chariots of Wetwang Slack are the pinnacle of status within this community. Located South-Westerly of the main Wetwang cemetery are the isolated inhumation burials of three chariots.[footnoteRef:1] The typical style of “Celtic” societies is to bury those who were regarded of high status separately from the rest of the community. This can be seen across mainland European sites such as Reinheim where the mounds hold ‘Princely tombs’ holding items of wealth and status.[footnoteRef:2] This is the case at Wetwang’s three chariot burials, although they lack items of high wealth, such as gold, but they each hold chariots, an uncommon vehicle for Britons of that time, but clearly held a high status socially.[footnoteRef:3] Regardless of Caesars reports of the Britons and all having chariots, there is little evidence to support the claim as they were more common on mainland Europe.[footnoteRef:4] The second burial is to be presumed as a woman of high status, maybe a priestess, according to Miranda Green.[footnoteRef:5] This is because the grave goods consist of a mirror and an ornate bronze box, items we typically assume to be feminine.[footnoteRef:6] However this presumption can be made as the two burials alongside hold swords, more typically male items. This is because other chariot burials that have been found in Britain also show the evidence of war gear, not domestic items.[footnoteRef:7] Meaning that the ‘male’ burials could have been great warriors or the leaders of the community at a time.  [1:  Jay 2012: 163]  [2:  University of Texas 2009]  [3:  Laing 1979: 5]  [4:  Laing 1995: 30]  [5:  Green 1995: 18-19; 147]  [6:  Laing 1995: 50-51; Jones 2007: 25]  [7:  Laing 1979: 69; Laing 1995: 30; Yorkshire Archaeological society 2017] 


The grave goods of the main concentration of graves are limited. Dent states only 21.5% of the graves actually hold some burial goods.[footnoteRef:8] This would imply that the general population of Wetwang was fairly poor and that those people held little status within the community. That being said there is evidence which does show some higher status among the community through Brooches to which there are 43 available to us.[footnoteRef:9] The way the brooches are used is as a safety pin to hold a cloak in place, and most of these burials therefor show that the deceased was buried in woollen textiles and the pin placed on them.[footnoteRef:10] The main difference of all the brooches is that they have varied styles.[footnoteRef:11] They show an influence of the local areas and other regions of Briton but do not share similarity with Europe.[footnoteRef:12] The status is hard to pinpoint but shows that they held some form of status, such as those who could afford a cape, within their community as some burials simply held nothing at all.[footnoteRef:13] [8:  Dent 1984: 26]  [9:  Dent 1984: 26]  [10:  Laing 1995: 50]  [11:  Jay 2012: 164-165]  [12:  Jay 2012: 165]  [13:  Dent 1984: 98] 


The use of what we can presume to be personal items or at least personalised items in graves can be shown to conform to some sort of burial ritual within the community.[footnoteRef:14] Twenty-six of the burials according to Dent held some value which was personal.[footnoteRef:15] They held no brooch but instead where presented with day to day items that held potential value to the owner. These items where rings, bracelets and beads.[footnoteRef:16] This indicates that through their status they had the financial ability to access these decorative items in everyday wear, unlike other grave sites found, showing a higher level of status, or specific gender within the community.[footnoteRef:17] Maybe the equivalent of our modern day middle class? Dent states that these people could have simply died wearing the items they were buried with, aside from one bracelet which was placed.[footnoteRef:18] [14:  Hedeager 1992: 139]  [15:  Dent 1984: 27]  [16:  Jay 2006: 654]  [17:  Dent 1984: 98]  [18:  Dent 1984: 27] 


Food at burials can also show the ritual affairs of the community, for depending on the animal placed within a grave we can presume their status. The animals which where common to use where the sheep and goat. This is because both animals carry additional purposes other than meat. Sheep produce wool and the goats milk, and once they are old can be turned to meat and have the skin made into hide, but the pig is used just for its meat.[footnoteRef:19] So it is a luxury and a one use animal which denotes it to be an animal for what can be presumed status in burial. Dent states that there is six pottery vessels found in the graves and that four of these held pig bones.[footnoteRef:20] This can only help indicate that this person was of a status where they could have a luxury animal buried with them especially as they too came with pottery too. Dent then states that there was ten additional graves that held pig or sheep bones, so the status, is of some level but until the bones can be more detailed in origin, it is hard to gauge.[footnoteRef:21]  There was also evidence found of whole animals buried in some graves. One was with a whole goat and pig.[footnoteRef:22] Other cases are of two young pigs that were also buried in other graves.[footnoteRef:23] So is this an indication of even higher status to have a whole animal, or maybe a major farmer, it is unknown but could be implied.[footnoteRef:24]  [19:  Bradley 2006: 207]  [20:  Dent 1984: 27-29]  [21:  Bradley 2005: 207]  [22:  Jay 2006: 654]  [23:  Dent 1984: 27]  [24:  Cunliffe 1991: 277] 


The grave goods of the children are all empty, bar one, and there are 24 male children and 12 female children with ages ranging from 0-17 years of age.[footnoteRef:25] However there are also 41 cases of children unidentified.[footnoteRef:26] The reason for the children having no goods is most likely down to the their status within the community. For although they most likely carried out ‘chores’ around the Oppida they held no real status within the community. As the graves themselves are more distant and to the main group of burials.[footnoteRef:27] So therefor if they lack any stand-out identity within the community we can only presume that once buried they will be given nothing to define them. However, we have one child that was buried with two bronze beads, which may simply be down to inherited wealth alone.[footnoteRef:28] There are rare cases on mainland Europe where there are children buried with adults showing that they inherited some status. The main example is at Homichelle, Heunenberg where a child is with a woman in a Tumulus (18) with ornate items.[footnoteRef:29] In these rarer cases we see that a child can hold some status, for most likely belonging to a high status family of a community. Meaning overall the children of Wetwang Slack had no overall status within this community, aside from the one instance. [25:  Dent 1984: Table 3.1]  [26:  Dent 1984: Table 3.1]  [27:  Jay 2013: 162]  [28:  Dent 1984: 95]  [29:  Green 1995: 18] 


In conclusion, the evidence found at Wetwang Slack shows us that there are strong presumptions of status that can be made. However, we technically will never find out the actual status of the burials as we lack other forms of evidence such as writing or poetry to explain the society we are looking at. We can presume the chariot burials held a high status in the community over the time Wetwang was used inhabited for various factors. Then for the rest of the graves, children held no real status, along with the empty graves. Then the rest of the graves with ‘goods’ held a level of status but what that status is would be itself hard to define. Leaving scholars to make their minds up in time.
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