Secondary Literature Review:
Judith Butler, Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity (Routledge, 2007).
‘Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity’ by Judith Butler covers many topics that concern the issues involved with feminist history. For example: feminist theory, identity, gender and ‘sex differences’. This book is described as being ‘as celebrated as it is controversial’.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Description on library website] 

As stated by the author in the 1999 preface, the book ‘sought to uncover the ways in which the very thinking of what is possible in gendered life is foreclosed by certain habitual and violent presumptions’.[footnoteRef:2] This preface also discusses gender hierarchy. It is interesting that the author also mentions within this preface that if they were to rewrite this whole text they would include a ‘discussion of transgender and intersexuality’.[footnoteRef:3]  [2:   Butler, Judith, Gender Trouble : Feminism and the Subversion of Identity (Routledge, 2007) page viii]  [3:  Butler, Judith, Gender Trouble : Feminism and the Subversion of Identity (Routledge, 2007) page xxvii] 

The previous 1990 preface states that ‘To expose the foundational categories of sex, gender and desire as effects of a specific formation of power requires a form of critical inquiry that Foucault, reformulating Nietzsche designates as ‘genealogy’’.[footnoteRef:4] This suggests the complicated nature of the content discussed.  [4:  Butler, Judith, Gender Trouble : Feminism and the Subversion of Identity (Routledge, 2007) page xxxi] 

Judith Butler is an American academic who has key theories about the performative nature of gender and sex.[footnoteRef:5] The book’s wide-ranging line of inquiry, unforgiving style, and often abrupt shifts in focus are well known—and widely lamented among readers.[footnoteRef:6] The author is approaching this topic from a feminist perspective. Some points are also drawn from French poststructuralism. [5:  Author unknown, ‘Judith Butler’https://www.britannica.com/biography/Judith-Butler]  [6:  Gleeson, Jules ‘Judith Butler: The Early Years’ https://daily.jstor.org/judith-butler-the-early-years/ ] 

Chapter one of this text discusses ‘subjects of sex/gender/desire’, as well as reconsidering the status of ‘women’ as the subject of feminism and the sex/gender distinction. It also states that ‘representation’ will be shown to make sense for feminism only when the subject of ‘women’ is presumed.[footnoteRef:7] This chapter also discusses the theorizing the binary, the unitary and beyond, and identity, sex, and the metaphysics of substance. The author also states in this chapter ‘there is no gender identity beyond the expressions of gender; that identity is performatively constituted by the very ‘expressions’ that are said to be its results’.[footnoteRef:8]  [7:  Butler, Judith, Gender Trouble : Feminism and the Subversion of Identity (Routledge, 2007) page 8]  [8:  Butler, Judith, Gender Trouble : Feminism and the Subversion of Identity (Routledge, 2007) page 34] 

Chapter two offers a selective reading of structuralism, psychoanalytic and feminist accounts of the incest taboo as the mechanism that tries to enforce discrete and internally coherent gender identities within a heterosexual frame.[footnoteRef:9] It also discusses the work of other people in this field such as Lacan, Freud and Riviere. The author also states, ‘when we consider gender identity as a melancholic structure, it makes sense to choose ‘incorporation’ as the manner by which that identification is accomplished’.[footnoteRef:10]  [9:  Butler, Judith, Gender Trouble : Feminism and the Subversion of Identity (Routledge, 2007)]  [10:  Butler, Judith, Gender Trouble : Feminism and the Subversion of Identity (Routledge, 2007) page 93] 

Chapter three discusses subversive bodily acts. This includes the body politics of Julia Kristeva and the politics of sexual discontinuity, as well as bodily disintegration and fictive sex and bodily inscriptions and performative subversions.  In this chapter the author states ‘Categories of the true sex, discrete gender, and specific sexuality have constituted the stable point of reference for a great deal of feminist theory and politics’[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Butler, Judith, Gender Trouble : Feminism and the Subversion of Identity (Routledge, 2007) page 175] 

The conclusion of this book is titled ‘From parody to politics’ and summarises the key points this book makes. This ends with the question ‘What other local strategies for engaging the ‘unnatural’ might lead to the denaturalization of gender as such?’.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Butler, Judith, Gender Trouble : Feminism and the Subversion of Identity (Routledge, 2007) page 203] 

This text may be useful to a historian studying gender history or anyone interested in this topic and the effects it has had on society throughout time. This book has been reviewed by many and has had mixed reviews. For example, William Haver states that ‘Butler argues that the very concept of gender is itself no less unstable’.[footnoteRef:13] Whereas Fred Matthews states that ‘The frankly political agenda of this analysis will offend many believers in scholarly neutrality’.[footnoteRef:14] Finally, Constance Jordan states ‘Butler’s chief concern is to demonstrate that a politics predicted on a feminine or female identity considered as prior to language and cultural construction remains illusionistic’.[footnoteRef:15] [13:  Haver, William, ‘Judith Butler “Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity” (Book Review)’, Educational Studies (Ames) (American Educational Studies Association, 1993), p. 246]  [14:  Butler, Judith, and Fred Matthews, ‘Gender Trouble. Feminism and the Subversion of Identity’, Comparative Studies in Society and History, 1993, pp. 647–647]  [15:  Butler, Judith, and Constance Jordan, ‘Gender Trouble - Feminism and the Subversion of Identity’, Women’s Studies, 1993, pp. 257–257] 

This text presents many key ideas that are also communicated in other similar works, this therefore suggests that this is an accurate piece of work. It is also well supported in terms of evidence as this author has clearly drawn from many other texts and pieces of work that also discuss this category.
Overall, this text is very useful and informative  allowing those readers who are interested to discover far more about the topic. The arguments presented are convincing and the author achieves their aims in discussing their topic. This text can be recommended to anyone interested in delving deeper into ‘gender trouble’ and the ‘feminine identity’.
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