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Primary School Work Placement Reflection.
This reflection is based on the experience and knowledge gained from working in a primary school environment, with the focus concentrating on how the school implements the new curriculum into their teaching programmes. Along with learning about the curriculum, I observed how the teachers used technology to support the development of the children in the ever-growing digital world, also, I observed the children’s physical activity levels. This was to see if they met with the World’s Health Organization Guidelines of 60 minutes of moderate to vigorous exercise per day (World’s Health Organization, 2022). Lastly, this reflection will be on what I observed and learnt on how the teachers responded to situations that involved disruptive behaviour and how they overcome them. 
The structure of this reflection will be based on Gibbs’ (1988) model which provided a framework to follow that supported the learning development to be expressed fully in this reflective essay (The University of Edinburgh, 2020).
Feelings.
The process of finding a school that would accept a work placement was challenging, which was concerning, as I thought it would be easy to find a school because I was offering my services for free. Therefore, when I was accepted at Swansea Primary School, I was delighted but also very apprehensive as I didn’t know what to expect. Feeling apprehensive made me aware of wanting to be prepared for the first day.  
The school’s receptionist was very welcoming and showed me around the school grounds, along with providing me with the health and safety procedures. She gave me documents of the school’s mission statement and advised me if there was anything else I required to let her know, this was very helpful and made me feel welcome. I felt the first initial meeting went well and I was prepared with my questions and paperwork which was a part of the induction phase.
Evaluation.
The first day I was placed in the nursery with children aged between 3-4 years, with one teacher and two assistances looking after 28 children. The environment consisted of many different stations to develop the child’s learning experience. I was impressed on how the stations were set up to optimise the learning process such as, colours, textures, sounds, and smells which the children were engaging with. At one station the children were making sandcastles and pouring the sand through a filter which showed the children being creative along with working together to build the sandcastles. This station allowed the children to be creative and express their emotions by working together which follows the learning criteria of Expressive Arts in the curriculum for Wales (Curriculum for Wales, 2020). However, by observing this activity I witnessed signs of disruptive behaviour from a child throwing the sand upon the floor. The child was being disruptive for a period of time before the teacher responded to the situation. 
I saw the child being disruptive but felt like I shouldn’t interject because I was a student and therefore it wouldn’t have been acceptable. Now reflecting on the situation, I should have had the confidence to address the disruptive behaviour straight away therefore potentially stopping the situation escalating. 
On the day the weather was very bright and warm, therefore the teacher made the extra effort for the children to learn and play outside. The outdoor area was designed especially for the nursery children and was separate from the main school’s playing area. The children were taking part in an obstacle course which involved hopping, tip toeing, jumping, and balancing on different equipment. This allowed the children to express different emotions along with the children choosing to move in different ways that involved different levels, speed, and different directions. This activity impressed me on how involved the children were and how well they played together. This showed me the children were developing fine and gross motor skills, along with developing social skills which are essential for children to develop at an early age. I gained valuable knowledge from observing the children’s interaction with this activity and learnt that equipment isn’t always necessarily required to support the development of the child. However, it is very important for the learning provider to have a creative imagination to simulate the children’s creative flow. This I feel is a strength of mine and will be beneficial for when I plan activities for children in the future. 
On the placement I wanted to see how technology was being used to support the children’s development, also what the teacher’s thoughts were when using digital devices. 
In the nursery environment the teacher used a television to aid with developing physical movement, whereby the children followed different movement sequences. I could see the children were watching and listening to the video which made it fun and exciting for them to learn and follow the movements. Also, I witnessed the children putting their own style to the movements which was lovely to see. However, this process by using the digital device showed that not all the children were engaging with the activity and therefore, the teacher intervened and supported the few children that required help. This showed that digital devices can aid the teaching process by freeing up the teacher to help individuals who maybe struggling.
This experience demonstrated that having a large group of children isn’t easy to be able to provide the one-to-one support that some children may require also, be able to monitor every child’s learning development. Therefore, by having digital devices provides the teacher with time to observe and monitor the children’s development as well as being able to give support when required. 
On the day of my placement the nursery children were learning about dinosaurs and their dietary habits such as, omnivores, carnivores, and herbivores. The teacher then asked the children what category they would fit into, whether they were meat eaters or vegetarians. I thought this was very interesting to observe the children learning about the different dinosaurs and then relating this to their own dietary consumption. I observed two children’s interaction and how they were learning together. It was amazing to see how this event led to many areas of learning for the children to develop, from social skills to different body movements expressing in their own way how dinosaurs moved. This event had many positive learning outcomes as well as supporting learning across the curriculum involving communication skills and developing knowledge around science. Observing the children in this event made me feel quite apprehensive as I didn’t know much about dinosaurs or even know how to pronounce some of the names such as, Ankylosaurus. I felt I wasn’t prepared for this situation which made me feet out of my depth. I wanted to know how the teachers felt and how they prepared for the days lesson. She explained the lessons are planned in advanced through meetings whereby, they would discuss the curriculum criteria of the learning objectives and come up with activities which would support the child’s development. 
Observing this event developed my knowledge on how socially interactive young children are at an early age when it comes to holding a conversation and being able to say different words. This I found very interesting to learn and has indicated that further research into children’s learning development at different ages is necessary to know.
The second day I observed children aged between 8-9 years taking part in activities involving physical movement. The teacher laid out a few cones and balls for the children to use followed by a brief demonstration. The different exercises were created to identify what the children were able to do efficiently regarding different body movements. I observed the children and noticed that the gallop movement was difficult for the children to perform, this surprised me because of the children’s age. My previous knowledge led me to believe that some children were underdeveloped in object control skills. However, the children demonstrated good object control skills with throwing and catching, this impressed me as I wasn’t expecting to see children’s ability to be good in this area.  
I have learnt valuable information from observing this event and would find it useful in the future to compare the findings with a different school to see if the outcome would be the same or different. By doing this it would provide me with important knowledge on what children would find beneficial by taking part in physical activities. 
Another area of learning taken from this activity was observing how teachers responded to disruptive behaviour. My previous knowledge on how teachers managed different situations was very limited, therefore it was an experience to observe this situation between a teacher and a child. The child was asked to leave the ball alone and listen several times by the teacher, but the child carried on. The teacher made the decision to collect all the balls which were then handed back out after she had finished speaking. A different approach was taken from another teacher in a similar event. This teacher handled the situation by taking the ball off the child and firmly told them to sit down and listen. The different approaches observed when overcoming disruptive behaviour has provided me with valuable skills. Also, I have learnt from this experience that some children may require a different approach to maintaining their listening skills. These skills will support me with different situations that I may come across when teaching.
Analysis.
I felt by having a plan and a goal of what I wanted to gain from the work placement helped with the process of observing and what questions I wanted to ask. This I felt was beneficial and provided me with useful constructive information which I can learn from. However, my research into curricular subjects regarding literacy and numeracy development was limited and therefore hindered my ability to ask useful questions. 
This experience has suggested that further research and observation is required to fully understand what children are able to learn and do at different ages. Knowing and understanding the learning abilities of the different ages properly is important to be able to prepare a programme and deliver a lesson that would be suited to the correct age range for the child’s development.
Conclusion.
The overall experience of the school placement was positive and very beneficial to my learning development, which provided me with opportunities to develop my strengths further and highlight any areas that can be improved. The valuable skills which I have gained from this placement will support my teaching career, along with the information I have gained from understanding the curriculum and the support that digital devices can provide if used correctly.
Action plan.
When I have the opportunity to return to a school environment, I will be more engaging with the pupils and ask more questions and not feel apprehensive but excited by what they may ask or have to say. I will have more knowledge around the curricular subjects, therefore, have a better understanding of learning across the curriculum. 
I feel that this experience has indicated that children don’t necessarily require equipment to be creative but require good imaginations, which can be supported by the teacher. I witnessed an activity where the teacher used her imagination to create a scene such as, sleeping bats where this prompted the children to move quietly. I thought this was a good way of expressing imagination and therefore I will be using this way of teaching to support my future lesson activities.       
This experience has indicated that technology is important to support the learner but also provides support to the teacher. In the future I feel it will be valuable to use digital devices and therefore I will be using them to support my lessons.  
I have realised from this experience that situations are addressed differently by teachers, and they all have their own way on how they approach disruptive behaviour. I believe that if I am presented with challenging behaviour, I would have the confidence to act professionally and use the right approach to overcome the situation. 
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