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Early Humans Migration to the Arabian Peninsula: Reflective Report
The story of early humans’ dispersal out of Africa is developing over time. The more evidences we discover; the closer we are to the real story. However, in some parts of the world it is just beginning to appear. The story of the early humans’ migration to the Arabian Peninsula was somehow neglected due to many reasons. Those reasons were mostly political and religious. Seeing a country like Saudi Arabia open the gates to archaeological excavations -after ages of destroying its own archaeology under the name of God- is a great thing to witness (Swami, 2011). It added a lot to the human story history within that area and around the world. Though, the story is not going to be complete due to the war between Saudi and Yemen. Not only that, but the Arabian Peninsula face many challenges when it comes to archaeological excavations. For instance, the mine fields that were planted in Kuwait during the Iraqi invasion that made it dangerous to excavate in certain areas there.
The idea of the dissertation is to tell a story, not only to academia, but to the Arab world too. It is still going to be missing many parts but it is still worth telling. The dissertation is about exploring the routes of early humans’ migration to the Arabian Peninsula depending on the current archaeological evidences and what we have today. The aim of this research is not to assume the ultimate truth, but how to use the current evidences in order to draw the possible scenarios of early humans’ migration to the Arabian Peninsula. It is about examining two models of migration, Model A that is going to be about the route through Egypt to Northern Saudi Arabia, and Model B is the route through the African Horn, Bab AL Mandab and Yemen.
This research depends mostly on published reports and articles, and most of them are recent. The reports and articles are of discovered sites, findings, environmental studies and so on. I aim to try to connect the evidences together to fill in the gap of this story. Even though that similar stories have been told before, I am going to demonstrate what I have found, compare both routes with new evidences, and to challenge some of the ideas that have been published before. Some of these ideas were proposed about some of the evidences that I am using in the research. For example, Nubian stone tools of early humans were found in Oman in 2011 (Rose, et al., 2011). The findings created discussions of whether early humans faced a failed expansion or not (Underwood, 2011). In my opinion, it is absurd to come up with such a conclusion, but I can debate this using other evidences of Nubian stone tools have been discovered lately in other parts of the Arabian Peninsula (Hilbert, et al., 2017). I also can use it to support one of the migration models that I am going to explore (Hilbert, et al., 2017). In addition, it is not only about that, but it also adds to story of the makers of this technology and their migration.
The methodology is still under construction because I am still reviewing the evidences and in the process of planning. The current plan is to include environmental and palaeohydrology studies of the Arabian Peninsula in the research. It is important to include it in the introduction to give a broader idea of how early humans were living and how. For example, recent studies show that the Arabian Peninsula was green, had lakes and river systems, and its environment was similar to Africa in the Middle Palaeolithic until the Early Holocene (PalaeoDesert, 2015). This changes the idea of the Arabian Peninsula being always a harsh, dry and an unhabitable land (PalaeoDesert, 2015). The data set have to include the sites’ locations in different maps with symbols related to the findings in each location. It is also important to include the sites’ dates and set them in a chronological order. This way it is going to be easier to relate sites together. Also, the migration story- specially for the Nubian stone tools makers- is going to be clearer. Eventually, it is going to help draw the routes of migration and build up the evidences for each model.
In two separate chapters I will demonstrate each model with the relating evidences. Each chapter will include similar evidences or data sets. The discussion is going to be about comparing the two models and the evidences. The conclusion is not going to be biased because we all know that early humans’ dispersal happened in many waves. As I have said before, this research is not to assume the ultimate truth, but to challenge the ideas we had already and to add to the story.
[bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude, it seems likely that the evidences are building as time goes to add to the human history. I will use current evidences to tell a story of early humans’ migration to the Arabian Peninsula. I will explore two routes of migration and build them with evidences in different chapters. Currently, I am in the process of gathering evidences that are mostly of archaeological sites and environmental studies. I have to admit, the further I read into this topic the more I realise the lack of sources in Arabic and how a world like that is built in the land of Arabs but without them. When I started looking, I did not know much of the early humans’ history there. This dissertation feels like a responsibility now, not only to write it, but to translate it and publish it in Arabic as well. It is equally important because it has a piece of my identity and it will tell the story of who can be -perhaps- my ancestors. 
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