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The Domesday Book
Following the Norman Conquest of England, a survey of property and resources in England (and some lands in Wales) was undertaken.[footnoteRef:1] Completed in 1086, it was actually comprised of two texts – the so-called ‘Little Domesday’ and ‘Great Domesday,’ though the use of ‘Domesday’ can only be traced to the 16th century.[footnoteRef:2] Its value for historians is manifold; it is vital for developing an economic history of England, and the sheer scope of its record makes it a vital source of place and personal names. [1:  ‘Wales,’ notes on Hull Domesday Project website: https://www.domesdaybook.net/domesday-book/data-terminology/administrative-units/wales, Accessed 10/12/24.]  [2:  “Domesday Book.” Merriam-Webster.com, Dictionary, Merriam-Webster, https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/Domesday%20Book Accessed 20/12/24.] 

This project began with establishing where the original manuscripts are kept – in this case the National Archives. As well as providing a search function for the manuscripts and an on-demand digital facsimile service, the Archives also signposts various printed editions. The Wikipedia article on the printing and publishing history of Domesday was also a most useful resource. Various auction houses and booksellers provided details of early printed editions, and in some cases the bibliographies of secondary sources, and actual correspondence with the creator of the online version, were required to obtain all the relevant information.  
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Interesting version of the text, arguably produced for the collectors’ market. It is printed on cotton, has a goat-skin spine, comes with a William I Penny, and its cover is made from floorboards from a historic house; materials perhaps meant to emulate the feel of a manuscript codex.
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