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Language and Literacy

Through storytelling adults are bringing language alive by children being emersed in language through a story that is often fun and exciting they therefore are unaware that they are learning (Shannon, no date). This paper will explain the importance of storytelling, its effects on children’s language and literature abilities and analyse the techniques used within the previous activity video that promotes the development of children’s language and literacy skills. The paper also aims to state the benefits of the introduction of digital literacy on children’s language acquisition. 

Whitehead (2009) states that storytelling is that of a story that the teller has imagined or created themselves or a published story they are reading in order to share with others. Whitehead describes reading to a child as young as from birth as being the most crucial and basic language activity that supports both a child’s language and literacy to develop. It is believed that story telling has many benefits for young children. The National Literacy Trust (2020) states that not only does reading to children develop their language and literacy skills but it also build’s children’s self- esteem, feeds imagination, provides comfort, security, and helps build confidence. Research suggests that babies from as early as in the womb benefit from being read to as it can promote brain activity and the early promotion of language development and literacy skills (Carcerano, 2020). McElroy (2013) states that research has found that language acquisition begins from as early as within the womb. Babies as young as a few hours old are believed to be able to differentiate between their native language and foreign language. Therefore, reading to babies within the womb can have an effect on their language and literacy development through their first few years. McElroy (2013) also states that hearing their native language whilst in the womb and developing an attachment to the voices they hear provides the babies with comfort and is soothing once they are born. Brock and Rankin (2008) agree with McElroy (2013) stating that parents and babies can build a relationship and bond through the use of language before the baby is born. Once babies are born the way in which they communicate is through crying in order for them to get their needs met. After time parents are in tune with their babies and are able to differentiate between a babies cries and what they mean, this is the beginning of a babies language development. Brock and Rankin (2008) explain that babies reciprocate language through making eye contact, sounds and babbling, through these babies begin to participate in conversations in order to become communicators. 
According to Kids Health (2019) reading to young babies helps teach them about communication, through being read to babies hear different sounds, expressions and words that helps them when they begin to babble and later develop their speech. They state that a good time to read to a baby or a child is when their basic needs have been met and they are happy and alert. This supports Maslow’s hierarchy of needs theory that states that children need their lower needs met before they are able to concentrate and engage with a story activity in order them to further develop their language acquisition (Bates,2019). Within the previous activity the story was read to the children in the morning this ensured that the children were alert, happy and fed before beginning the storytelling session. It is seen within the activity that the children are engaging, answering, and asking questions throughout. This supports Vygotsky’s theory in which he believed that babies and children learn from the more knowledgeable other in this case the storyteller (Bates,2019). Through reading to babies and young children adults are developing children’s language acquisition in a positive way. This can also be seen at home through the caregiver reading to the children.  This is shown within the activity as the practitioner is the more knowledgeable other by reading an enjoyable and age-appropriate story to the children. Within the activity the children are being read to within a group and therefore the children are also the more knowledgeable others to their peers. Through one child asking a question or commenting on the story the other children may benefit from the language used. Taylor, Zubrick and Christensen (2016) states that shared book reading not only promotes children’s language development but also creates the link between oral language and literacy. Therefore, parents reading to children from birth provides children’s with the beginning of skills that develops their literacy ability and speech as they grow and develop. 

Although there are many benefits to children being read to by an adult there are also limitations. Taylor, Zubrick and Christensen (2016) carried out a study in order for them to analyse and understand the limitations that occur with parents reading to children at home. They found that there are multiple reasonings why children may not be read to at home these include parental mental and physical health, intellectual ability, attitudes, poverty and also a lack of understanding of the importance of reading to children. This can be supported within settings through practitioners working together with parents in order to aid their ability to read with the children and educate them on the effects it has on children’s language and literacy abilities.  Marjanovic-Umek et al (2012) state that the effectiveness of the home literacy environment between children and parents can have a significant effect on a child’s storytelling experience. They state that a child’s ability to tell others a story of an experience or through imagination represents an aspect of their language competence through their storytelling experience from adults. Therefore, it is believed that children that experience an environment rich in adult to child storytelling are more competent in their language and literacy. 

Within the story telling activity there is repetition, both First Five years (2019) and Queensland Government (2020) state that repetition is a vital part of a child’s language and literacy development. They state that through using repetition in books children are given the opportunity to form an understanding of the words used and are then able to imitate. They state that through repetition children may then repeat new words in order to learn them and can also learn literature thorough repeatedly seeing the same words written. Repetition allows children the time needed to process the words within the story. 
Within the activity the practitioner also pauses whilst reading the story, this allows the children time to think, predict or reflect on the story that is being read to them. Read et al (2019) state that research has found that the reader pausing during a story has a positive effect on how well words are retained by young children. Through a practitioner pausing and allowing children the opportunity to reflect or comment on the story that is being read shows that the practitioner is giving children a voice. Carmarthenshire county council (2021) explains that the UNCRC article 12 states that all children have the right to have their voice hear, therefore within the previous activity the children were given a voice through guessing what was coming next in the story and discussing what was happening with the practitioner. Through giving children a voice, practitioners are building children’s confidence which in turn has a positive effect on their language development. 

Within the traditional storytelling activity props are used alongside the book that the practitioner is reading to the group of children. According to Brun (no date) the use of props within a storytelling session can provide the children with a more enriching and pleasant experience. Through the use of props children are noticed to be paying more attention to the story and are able to create links between the items and the words themselves which results in them experiencing a positive introduction to literature. Similarly, to Brun (no date) Guay (2018) believes that the use of props enhances a child’s reading experience and therefore has a positive overall effect on children’s language and literacy development. She states that props can provide children with the ability to delve deeper into the stories. Through this children are also developing skills such as problem solving, critical thinking and emotional understanding that each also in turn benefit children’s language development. Aubrey and Riley (2019) also state that Piaget’s theory supports the effectiveness of the use of props as they can provide children with a sensory experience. Piaget believes that the use of props encourages children’s sensory development which can benefit children’s development of language.  

Within the previous story telling activity one traditional story is read to the children and one digital story. Along with traditional literacy practitioners supporting children’s digital literacy are ensuring that children are equipped and become a successful member of society (Ager, no date). Donaldson (2015) states that not only is literacy and numeracy important for young children, but digital literacy and competence is also a valuable skill in the twenty-first century. Therefore, practitioners using technology in order to tell stories are supporting children’s over all language acquisition in an effective way. Nair and Yunus (2021) found that through research digital storytelling enhances children’s oracy skills as there can be an interplay between context and content and children are able to practice their speaking. They state that children that experience digital storytelling are found to effectively develop their communication skills through expressing themselves, sharing thoughts and asking important questions. 
Raheim (2021) describes digital storytelling as a way of bringing together the authors voice, digital images and sounds using a different tool selection in order for children to develop their language acquisition. Raheim (2021) states that the use of digital storytelling can be effective in keeping children’s attention during a story, it can be more engaging and communicative and more entertaining for the children. Therefore, the children are more likely to learn more from a digital story that they are enjoying and are paying attention to. According to Ferrari (2012) Digital literacy is not the same literacy as traditional. The use of digital literacy is the ability to understand and navigate literacy that is technology based, through the use of electronic based tools and different spoken terms. This is seen within the storytelling activity as the practitioner used different key words, for example next slide and click here. This broadens the language that children are experiencing in day-to-day life and therefore are developing a wider vocabulary. 


The information found within this paper explains the importance of reading to young children and the effects it can have on children’s language and literacy skills. It is clear to see that the amount that a child is ready can have an effect on not only children’s language and literacy competency but also their self-esteem, confidence, and imagination. Through carrying out research for this paper I have learnt that ensuring that a story is further developed and kept fun through the use of props, dressing up or engagement ensures that children get the most out of the activity. It has also highlighted the importance of including the digital element of literature in order to provide children with more opportunities to develop their skills and abilities. 
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