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[bookmark: _Int_r9aWk0Z8]Targets from my previous assignment

	Target
	How I have addressed it in this work

	Please revise your use of Harvard referencing.
	Reviewed the Harvard referencing handbook to use when referencing

	Ensure you read a wider range of academic literature such as Estyn case studies and up to date educational journals.

	Read literature wherever possible

	
Please proofread your work carefully and revise your use of the apostrophe.

	Proofread every paragraph before starting a new one and then constantly proofreading when possible
















Create a community profile for your PTE1 school. Using relevant literature, suggest ways in which the school could make use of its location and community to support pupil learning.

Introduction
[bookmark: _Int_cotvr4pm][bookmark: _Int_0vyKzAwS][bookmark: _Int_wUkF051r][bookmark: _Int_gwOOeTMM][bookmark: _Int_FzgyTUX9]Professor Graham Donaldson (2015) wrote a report called ‘Successful futures’ which helps form the Curriculum for Wales (Welsh Government, 2024). The importance of students understanding their local environment and community is explained in part of Wales' curriculum. Taking this into consideration the writer will evaluate and build suggestions on the placement school provided to them using websites that hold data and could help demonstrate the implications of specific factors in the area and how they have an impact on the education of young people. The writer will focus on how important a community is when aiding the education of young children including how to create a diverse community, how to use the local area improving children's understanding and supporting a community, and how to involve those who tend to be hardest to reach within a school setting. To avoid breaking any BERA guidelines (BERA, 2024) the schools name will be replaced with School X and any information that may give hint to where the school may be situated will be removed. 
Community Profile
[bookmark: _Int_1bukUmB2][bookmark: _Int_74pKJ8iR][bookmark: _Int_c1rKyuE6][bookmark: _Int_6GlljjsP][bookmark: _Int_DoAdh3bX][bookmark: _Int_A5Wsl8T6][bookmark: _Int_kJ3nFX9S]School X is situated in a rural town which takes pride in its former mining heritage. The neighbourhood tends to have a high number of single parents compared to other areas in Wales and fewer people in work or full-time employment than average (Carnegie UK Trust, 2019). Within the area there are parks in which young children can play, a leisure centre, rugby, cricket and football grounds, a national park and surrounding green areas which could help positively as a learning environment. According to my local school (Welsh government, 2024) School X is a mixed gender English medium primary school which as of 2024 holds 133 pupils, 36.1% eligible for free school meals which could imply low-income families and receives £4992 per pupil to support the school budget. 4.9% of the school fit into the black, Asian, and minority ethnic pupils with 3.5% having English as an Additional Language (Department for Education, 2024). The school's website (School X, 2024) claims the school is an environment which houses five mixed aged classes with a headteacher, executive headteacher, 6 class teachers, 9 teaching assistants/Learning support officers and a family engagement officer overlooking the learning. Previously the school had two buildings in the area, one as the main school accommodating children in reception to year 6 and using the other building as a nursery however as of 2024 the nursery aged children have joined the main site using the other building as a flying start a childcare facility for 2-3 year olds (Welsh government, 2024); This could imply that the school is overcrowded.  School X recently had an Estyn inspection in 2024 which evaluated the improvement of the school and provided feedback since the previous inspection in 2014. The 2024 report (Estyn, 2024) praises the school on its leadership after welcoming an executive headteacher. The school was recognised to be caring, strong, agile, and effective which is a huge improvement from the last Estyn report in 2014 with leadership being recognised as “adequate” (Estyn, 2014). In the 2014 report Estyn give the school a ‘good’ for their use of learning environment praising them on their success of using a number of areas within the restricted site and the area surrounding to aid the learning of pupils. This again has been praised in the most recent report congratulating the school on its partnership with two other local schools to have a more developed use of the community such as joining together for community events. Taking a look at the local facilities where the school engages with the community, such a fire station that enjoys a strong connection with the school, we observe that it has an immense benefit to the learners in School X. Behind a local convenience store there is a green area which is signposted to be property of the school where the children can engage in forest schools, which further develops pedagogy throughout the learners and can also benefit children's wellbeing which would assist to the health and wellbeing AoLE of the new curriculum in Wales (Welsh Government, 2021) . Just a short brisk walk there is a national park that is situated in a picturesque area surrounding the south Wales valleys. This park is an ideal spot for relaxation as well as being able to engage with nature and outdoor activities according to (Gavaghan, 2024). Looking at google street view the writer observed that in the community there are 4 play parks with swings and slides suitable for those in primary school age, 8 recreational grounds including a cricket pitch, tennis court and rugby fields. This is a huge advantage not only to the school but also for the pupil's outdoor use for extracurriculars to help support their development. School X are incredibly lucky to have a PTA (School X PTA, 2016) that are very vocal especially on Facebook where they expressed their gratitude from the community and ask for support from families and businesses in the local community. School X have a detailed summary of how the school will develop in 2023/24 school year observing the standards and progression, wellbeing, teaching and learning, the curriculum and leadership taking into consideration a whole school approach and how the Governors would like the school to develop whilst insuring to meet the (Welsh Government, 2014) guidance to fully raise the standards of learning. 

Suggestions for community engagement 
[bookmark: _Int_wAgaTE6q][bookmark: _Int_MEyNGUvG]Community engagement is particularly important within a school to help aid the learning of pupils. Therefore, utilising the area and people around the school is critical. One community that many schools could benefit supporting is the diverse community as it is important all learners can learn from them (Milem, 2002, P. 4) to drive the representation and resources that are currently lacking at the moment. Natalie Jones (Jones, 2021) a former student teacher expressed the lack of diversity in schools and allowed observers to sympathise with her as she explained how as a child she was harassed by peers and ignored by teachers due to her race blaming it on the lack of representations in schools with 13% of teachers as of 2020 declaring themselves as Black, Asian, Minority Ethnic (EWC, 2020). One suggestion to improve this could be to bring individuals from different professional backgrounds who are Black, Asian, Minority Ethnic to share their profession and background to the pupils therefore, not only developing the children's understanding of diversity but expanding on the representation of those in professional backgrounds who are Black, Asian, Minority Ethnic and have the potential to inspire young children. 
[bookmark: _Int_THKyZVng][bookmark: _Int_80P6oBBz] Creating connections is a successful strategy that many schools have used, where they not only connect with nearby companies but also with a school in a less developed nation. School X could follow suit and connect with a nation that has Black, Asian, and minority students so that students can exchange information and learn from those who reside in the other nation. This could engage and help build an understanding on misconceptions and preconception of those within the background, create awareness of services that need support among diverse communities, overcome prejudice but also to develop compassion and improve skills such as writing letters. This idea could be argued by Parnez and Martowicz (2015, P. 2). 

[bookmark: _Int_MQq7F1dt][bookmark: _Int_tu75gwYY]Friedrich Froebel (1782, cited in Tovey, 2007 p.40) said it was essential for children to engage with the outdoor environment bringing them close to nature. School X are fortunate to be situated in a rural area where they can use the local area to their advantage to help develop their holistic wellbeing as recommended part of their school development plan. The environment naturally has resources that implement the education for children whether the lesson being taught is Maths or history therefore, schools including School X could benefit from using what is in front of them to their own advantage whilst still teaching in line with the Curriculum for Wales (Welsh Government, 2024). One lesson that can be useful which incorporates the local area and engages the pupils in looking after where they live is sustainability an activity that could be done is litter picking; teachers can start by teaching the pupils why littering is bad for the environment then take them around the local area to pick up litter not only does this educate the pupils about damage to the environment but also supports the local community creating it a more greener area. Equally pupils could use their IT skills to create posters to stick up in local businesses to raise awareness about the danger to the community this not only supports the education of pupils but those of the community. 
[bookmark: _Int_IZrpZ14n][bookmark: _Int_0rQTZoTs]One way schools can engage with the local area and support the community is through an allotment where the children can use an outdoor space in the community to learn the lifecycle of plants, and vegetation whilst planting fruit and vegetables which could then be supplied back to the community not only having a potential to raise money for the school but also giving to the community.  With this being said schools could involve parents or even farmers within the local community to come help and support the green space not only educating the pupils but also members of the community. According to the Welsh Government (2023) this idea of using green areas within the community can help strengthen the learning and improve the teaching experiences that are being offered by the school and the curriculum. 
[bookmark: _Int_3ouhrTzz][bookmark: _Int_hFMlWWSr] Teachers have an important duty to interact with the community and parents, but this is not always simple. How can schools interact with parents who are difficult to reach? According to (Welsh Government, 2016) those who are typically under-represented within schools are dads, carers of looked after children, those with English as an addition language and full-time workers. Typically, this is due to struggle with engagement whether that is due to lack of communication or understanding of what is being communicated language barrier for example or not being able to attend due to convenience with a lot of school events happening during school time making it hard for those who work during specific hours to attend. One suggestion that schools could take on board is making events more convenient and involving for example tailor events to dads therefore they feel like they have been made to be involved. Again, schools could implement more evening events starting after a certain time therefore allowing full-time workers to be able to finish work and help the needs of their family before an event starts. For those who have parents with English as an addition language introduce a translator for them if that is not available to school maybe they could consider inviting those parents in and allow their child and class teachers to help support them in their education of the English language which not only allows the parent to feel involved but also allows the child to engage too. Communication is huge within education therefore making sure communication is simple is crucial whether that is allowing parents to have a preference where they receive communication whether that is through an email, text message or even a newsletter and when possible, cater to all parents. 

Conclusion
[bookmark: _Int_wTGcz6Oa][bookmark: _Int_IaTIZqi2][bookmark: _Int_615h58fC]In conclusion, a school's contribution to the community is vital for the education of young people. Diversity is a huge factor today therefore if you start educating young minds as early as possible, schools can make a classroom a more diverse place this could include using its local community to its advantage. This will not only improve the understanding of pupils but also create more representation for those who are a part of a diverse community. integrating the local community into children's education, whether through the use of existing facilities or developing some of our own, not only helps schools develop skills but also fosters a sense of community. This is done while implementing the Wales curriculum, which enables children to learn about their surroundings and the impact of their actions. Finally, it is important for schools to engage hard to reach communities by offering support and making event convenient for those who might struggle to access the school such as full-time workers, dads and those who struggle speaking or understanding English due to it being an additional language.
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