What Happened at Capel Celyn? How has the creation of the Tryweryn reservoir and the response to this shaped Welsh history?
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Since the fall of Llewelyn ap Gruffudd in 1282, the relationship between Wales and England has been solely hierarchical (Morgan, 1922, p.55). Almost seven centuries later, a new wave of Welsh politics began. It was no longer time for radical Independence supporters to shy away, but a time had come to bring light to the many problems facing Wales and its culture.  This essay aims to explore the cultural and historical impact of the controversial Tryweryn Reservoir on Wales and its history. Furthermore, it aims to discuss correlations between the rising support for Welsh independence and its place in contemporary Wales, with the drowning of the Welsh village Capel Celyn. 
It is also important to better understand the reason for drowning the Welsh valley, from the perspective of Liverpool. Aiming to discover the justifications, if any, that the city of Liverpool had for the complete demolition of one of the last Welsh-speaking villages in Wales. Over half a century later, what does this mean for the relationship between Wales and Liverpool, or even Wales and England as a whole. This essay will ask if the drowning of Capel Celyn caused irreversible damage to the union between the two countries or is there time yet to rectify the damage done and move forward with a strong future union. 
Liverpool’s decision to drown a Welsh Valley, before Capel Celyn was officially decided having flirted with the idea of many other possible Welsh Valley drownings, came down to an unsustainable quality of living that many Liverpudlians were facing (Thomas, 2023, p.28). In the late 19th century Liverpool saw a mass influx of migration from Ireland which saw a two million decrease in population, half of it due to migration and the other half due to death from starvation, malnutrition and many other attributes from the potato famine (Kinealy, 1997, p.151). Liverpool had an estimated population of 375,000 in July 1847, with 100,000 comprised of Irish migrants. Less than 40 years later Liverpool’s population shot up again, according to the 1881 consensus with 552,500 habitants (Thomas, 2023, p.17). In many cases, migration greatly diversifies a nation and increases economic status, but this was not the case for Liverpool in the 19th century. The citizens of Liverpool were already victims of a housing crisis, with a huge number of poor families living in even poorer conditions, 40 per cent living in cellars or overcrowded rooms before the mass immigration from Ireland (Thomas, 2023, p.28). It is important to note, that the Irish are not to blame for taking the necessary steps to escape the horrendous famine, but the British government had a duty of care towards its people of Liverpool and Ireland and should have preventative measures in place. 
In the early 1940s during the Second World War, the city of Liverpool saw disaster. Liverpool was a key target for the German enemy, as it was a great advantage to Britain being a port town. Britain became heavily reliant on Liverpool, and it is heavily implied that Liverpool secured the liberation of Europe through its food, fuel and weapons. Over the course of seven consecutive nights, Germany dropped around 870 tonnes of high-explosive bombs and over 112,000 incendiary bombs which brought parts of Merseyside to flames (Jones, 2003).  The Liverpool blitz left 4,000 innocent lives taken, with many more sustaining injuries. Not only so, but a significant portion of its docks were destroyed, taking with them a greater degree of household income and security. Liverpool had a state of grief, rising rates of poverty, and subpar living circumstances which inevitably led to the city being unable to join the country in celebrating the war's success. Life in Liverpool was seemingly miserable and overcrowded and fears were beginning to form regarding the high demand for water for the ever-increasing population. Ten years after the victory in the Second World War, Liverpool’s water engineer prepared an internal statement outlining the options concerning the city’s increasing demand for water. This letter was then sent to the Home Office and in no time private surveyors were sent to Tryweryn to begin plans for what is known today as the drowning of Capel Celyn (Thomas, 2023, p.33).
[bookmark: _Int_VET9iZvb]According to Watcyn Jones (1988) an author who recounts the battle to preserve the village, he recalls Capel Celyn, as a community full of proud Welsh heritage and life. The Village was situated on the northwest of Bala, in Wales and included many buildings and businesses similar to surrounding villages and communities, including but not limited to a post office, farmlands, a school and so on. The Cwm as Jones refers to the now historic village, was home to native Welsh speakers, which throughout the 20th century was decreasing due to the English’s attempts to wipe out and control the language and the people who spoke it (Jones, 2000, p.249). Although Wales was hit with a colonial attack on its language, many people defied this and ensured their mother tongue would survive, and Capel Celyn was one of the last surviving solely Welsh-spoken communities in 20th-century Wales. It can be argued that although possibly not intentional, the drowning of Capel Celyn could be considered a colonial tactic in ensuring further control over Wales, through eliminating the language that truly separates the identity between the Welsh and the English. It would not be the first time that English laws and regulations attempted to control the Welsh through their language, with the Welsh heavily controlled in schools and regularly a cane given to children who were simply speaking their native language (BBC, 2014). 
In the year 1955, unbeknownst to the villagers of Capel Celyn, a fate which was out of their hands was about to unfold. A city, which seemed out of reach, was about to change their lives forever. Elizabeth Braddock, better known as Bessie Braddock, served as a Member of Parliament for the Liverpool Exchange division during the time of the Tryweryn controversy (Thomas, 2023, p.19). During her time as an elected representative for Liverpool, Braddock spent a large portion of her time calling into the resident's houses and witnessing the horrendous living conditions that many families faced. This and many other reasons meant Braddock was a keen supporter of drowning the village to meet the needs of her constituents. Braddock was a self-proclaimed socialist, dedicating her life to fight for the people of Liverpool this much is true, but how much of a socialist can someone really claim to be if they value the needs of one group of people over the other? To add insult to injury, a secret group was formed in Liverpool and sent to a variety of villages to establish a possible water supply to the city (Thomas, 2023, p.33). Once the Liverpool Corporation had settled on Capel Celyn being the answer to their water supply needs, regardless of the villager’s opposition, trouble began to brew.
Opposition to another water resource supply to Liverpool arose prior to the villagers of Capel Celyn’s acknowledgement of the operation. Two years before the official Bill was passed in parliament, communication between the Liverpool Corporation and the Water and Sewerage Division at the Ministry of Housing and Local Government began the tension. The Water and Sewerage Division proposed that the city of Liverpool find an alternative way to meet the high demand of Water, by increasing the supply from Manchester which was in the process of developing its own Haweswater scheme. As a result of this, a meeting was held to explore the full extent of possibilities for Liverpool’s water supply needs, which included alternatives such as increasing the capacity of Vyrnwy aqueduct, a valley like Capel Celyn named Llanwddyn which was drowned in the 1880s (Lake Vyrnwy Tourism, n.d.).  The inhabitants at Capel Celyn claimed no notification was made and that they discovered the plans through the Daily Post, a newspaper (Thomas, 2023, p.34). In 1956, the concern for the valley had grown and a meeting was held in order to devise plans to rescue Capel Celyn from its Demise. During this time the political party Plaid Cymru, which had yet to form a seat, had found a growing interest in the movement which was centred on Welsh independence (Davies, 2007, p.639). 
During the meetings held in Capel Celyn, it was agreed upon that to save the village from extinction, Dafydd Roberts’ and Elizabeth May Watkin Jones’ position of a protest was supported. This began the formation of the Pwyllgor Amddiffyn (Defense Committee), which was comprised of many concerned residents and Welsh Nationalists who found the proposal of drowning the village to be an awakening to the lack of autonomy that Wales had as a Nation, proposing an independent state would secure this. In September 1956, Plaid Cymru organised a rally in Bala which brought four thousand concerned citizens to oppose the drowning of the Valley (Thomas, 2007, p29.). Wales is a nation that is small, made up for it in passion. The nationwide census of tolerance towards the English government's colonial attempts at control was shaking, a nation was waking up. In December of that same year, attempts were made by the pwyllgor amddiffyn in Liverpool to protest and for Gwynfor Evans, the leader of Plaid Cymru at the time, had secured a 15-minute slot at the Liverpool council to discuss the drowning of the valley. Unfortunately for Evans, he was met with blatant Xenophobia from the Liverpool council and was told many a time to ‘go back to Wales’ (Thomas, 2007). During this time, many letters were written across the nation and the world to gain momentum in the protests taking place in Wales and Liverpool. One such letter was written by a passionate Welshman living in Australia, written in both English and Welsh, asking “Pryd mae Cymru yn mynd i ddeffro” (when is Wales going to wake up), also stating that once action is in place to free Wales from the ‘clown’ that is the English, he and many other Welsh men would return home (Thomas, 2007, p. 36). This highlights the notion that there was a growing resistance towards the powerless existence that was the Welsh Nation. 
In 1956, during the second reading of the Liverpool Corporation Act, 262 members voted for and 161 against, not one Welsh MP voted for. Out of the 36 Welsh MPs at the time, 27 had voted against (Cunningham, 2007). This fuelled Plaid Cymru’s fight for devolution, feeling in complete distress over the lack of autonomy Wales had (Davies, 2007, p.640).  In 1957 the Liverpool Corporation Act was passed (Legislation.gov.uk, 2024) and regardless of the fight, the people of Tryweryn were unwilling to give up. The decision to prevent the Bill from being discussed for the third time highlights the disregard that Liverpool along with the English government had for the people of Wales, they simply did not think it was worth a discussion. Protests continued in Liverpool and Wales, the people of Capel Celyn were determined that they could override the decision and save their homes. Although this was still a fight for many, division arose in the opposition. Elizabeth Jones, as previously mentioned was a leading figure in the opposition, received a letter from the Minister for Welsh Affairs, Private Secretary unwilling to take matters further and appeal to the Head of State, Queen Elizabeth II (Thomas, 2007, p.54). Attempts at damaging the working site resulted in a young student of Aberystwyth University serving a year in prison, but this was not the first time the site at Tryweryn was attacked in hopes of saving the village (Thomas, 2007, p 78). Alas, the time came to drown the valley, flooding the school, post office, chapel and many homes. Protests continued up until the opening ceremony on October 21st 1965 (Thomas, 2007, p. 96).
It is without a doubt that the flooding of Capel Celyn can be attributed fuelling the nationalist’s cause and later securing devolved powers in Wales in the following years. ‘Cofiwch Tryweryn’ (Remember Tryweryn) is not only painted on buildings across Wales, as a reminder of the foul treatment of the villagers but is a reminder of the resilience of the Nation. Over half a century later, the drowning of Capel Celyn is hugely influential in the YesCymru movement surrounding Welsh independence (Coman, 2021). Plaid Cymru has come a long way since the 50s, securing seats across the Nation but still has a long way to go before exceeding the majority. In an interview with BBC, Dr Nia Wyn Jones a lecturer in History at Bangor University claims that the events that took place nearly sixty years ago echoes in the current nationalist movement in Wales today (Bryan and Evans, 2023). Jones explains further that without the uproar from the flooding, there might not have been devolved powers and safeguarding of the Welsh language and culture that there is today. Wales has become more confident, and more autonomous and would not allow the treatment that Gwynfor Evans met when addressing Parliament. 
Sixty years later, Tryweryn is as close to the memory as it was during the flooding. As the Nation becomes more devolved, the strings that attach the neighbouring countries are slowly being cut. Forty years after the extinction of Capel Celyn, the City of Liverpool thought it was necessary to compose an apology ‘for any insensitivity’ from their predecessors, with the hopes of reconciliation between the city and Country (Crump, 2015). For many, including the people with relatives of the late village, this was not enough. Owain Williams, a staunch Welsh Nationalist, rejected the apology. Exclaiming that the people who were deserving of the apology were no longer here and that a political drive, not sincerity, fuelled the apology (Clark, 2005). It is difficult to ignore the weight of this unfortunate event on Welsh politics today, and it would be unwise to forget. Therefore, to answer the question of the relationship between the two nations is exceedingly difficult, nonetheless, it is apparent that without the hardship of the late villagers of Capel Celyn, the future of Welsh Nationalism might look differently today. 
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