Critically Discuss the Notion of Whether Nero had any Coherent Military or Diplomatic Objectives in the East.

The Emperor Nero ruled Rome from AD54 to AD68. He became Emperor after his adopted Father Claudius died and he was the last of the Julio-Claudian Emperors to rule Rome. The Emperor Nero was generally considered a non-militaristic Emperor so in this essay I will be discussing whether the Emperor Nero had planned any military or diplomatic advances himself or whether he just responded with military or diplomatic objectives due to the provinces revolting or being invaded by some other empire in the eastern part of the empire.

The province of Armenia was always a difficult province for the Romans to keep control over as the Parthian Empire was the other side of Armenia and they kept invading and setting up a king of Armenia themselves. We know there has been a long history of war between the Parthians and the Romans for control over Armenia because Tacitus says: “ Early in this year a war between Parthia and Rome about the possession of Armenia, which, feebly begun, had hitherto dragged on, was vigorously resumed.”[footnoteRef:0] This quote shows that there has been a big history over the fight for control over Armenia between Rome and Parthia. The war was started up again because the king of Parthia Vologeses set up a king in Armenia Tiridates. We know this because Tacitus says: “For Vologeses would not allow his brother Tiridates to be deprived of a kingdom which he himself had given him.”[footnoteRef:1] The Emperor had to Corbulo to fight against Tiridates to try and win control over Armenia for the Roman Empire. In the end Corbulo defeated Tiridates and the Romans won control over Armenia.From looking at this quote we can interpret that Nero had no intention of expanding the Empire around Armenia but only acted as a response to Tiridates going around pillaging Armenia in an attempt to gain control over the province. This show that Nero had no coherent objective to take control of Armenia himself. Tacitus tells us “ For all this Nero was unanimously saluted Emperor, and by the senate’s decree a thanksgiving was held: statues also, arches and successive consulships were voted to him.”[footnoteRef:2] We can see that Nero took credit for defeating Tiridates which he could have used to gain popularity with the people of Rome. However the Armenia campaign was not over as Nero sent Tigranes to become the king of Armenia which did not sit well with Vologeses as he ends his war with Hyrcania and focuses on Armenia to try and take back control of the province. Tacitus tells us that Corbulo was sent to Syria as he says “Corbulo retired into Syria, which province, as being vacant by the death of its Governor Ummidius, was intrusted to him.”[footnoteRef:3] this meant Nero had to send another General to command the legions there. Nero sent Caessenius Paetus to be general and Rome suffered losses which meant Vologeses won control over Armenia. Nero then took a diplomatic approach and allowed Tiridates to come to Rome to be crowned as King of Armenia. We know this because Suetonius tells says: “Upon Tiridates advancing towards him, on a stage made of shelving for the purpose, he permitted him to throw himself at his feet, but quickly raised him with his right hand, and kissed him. The Emperor then, at the kings request, took the turban from his head, and replaced it by a crown.”[footnoteRef:4] This shows that Nero had to use diplomacy to stop the war in Armenia as he allowed a Parthian to become king in Armenia. He probably only allowed the Parthian to have Armenia because Rome was suffered heavy defeats there so he let them have it to stop any more deaths of Roman people. Overall the Armenian campaign shows that Nero was not Coherant with any military or diplomatic objectives as initially he was forced to respond with using Roman army to try and gain control of Armenia and when he started gaining significant defeats in Armenia he was forced to try a diplomatic approach which ended in him allowing the Parthians to have control over Armenia. [0:  Tac. Ann. 13.34]  [1:  Tac. Ann. 13.34]  [2:  Tac. Ann. 13.41]  [3:  Tact. Ann. 14.26]  [4:  Suet. Nero. 13] 


Nero did expand the Empire a little bit as he went around the black sea adding in new provinces to the Empire. An example of this is Pontus Tacitus tells us: a sudden outbreak had been excited by a barbarian slave, who had before commanded the royal fleet. This was Anicetus, a freedman of Polemon, once a very powerful personage, who when the kingdom was converted into a Roman province, ill brooked the change.”[footnoteRef:5] This shows that Nero did have a coherent military or diplomatic objective as he added Pontus into the empire. [5:  Tact. Hist. 3.47] 

 Tacitus tells us that there was a expedition planned by the Emperor Nero to invade Albania. He says; “there were also many detachments from Germany, Britain and Illyria, selected by Nero, and sent on by him to the Caspian passes, for service in the expedition which he was preparing against the Albani. But afterwards recalled to crush the insurrection of Vindex.”[footnoteRef:6] This quote shows that Nero did have an intention to expand the Empire as he was preparing to try and take Albania but he had to recall the forces to deal with a revolt by Vindex. [6:  Tact. Hist. 1.6] 


Nero had intended to try and add Ethiopia to the Roman Empire. We know this because Cassius Dio says; “Nero though angry at him, did not sail against him, nor yet against the Ethiopians or the Caspian gates, as he intended.”[footnoteRef:7] This shows that Nero was not a passive Emperor and did have coherent military objectives to expand the empire under his rule in the eastern part of the Empire. There is also evidence from Pliny the Elder which show this too. Pliny says “The Praetorian Troops that were sent by the Emperor Nero under the command of a tribune, for the purpose of enquiry, when among his other wars, he was contemplating an expedition against the Ethiopia.”[footnoteRef:8] This also shows that Nero had intentions to expand the Empire further during his reign as Emperor. [7:  Cass. Dio. 63.8]  [8:  Plin. Nat 6.35] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]In Conclusion Nero had some intentions to expand the Empire in the eastern part of the Empire but he never went through with any of them because something else got in the way of him doing so. However, He may have just suggested he had intention to do them to try and win the favour of the people but had no desire of actually doing it. In some cases like Armenia he just responded to another leaders actions and had no desire of having Armenia part of the Empire himself.
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