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HOW DID THE RULE OF THE THIRTY TYRANTS AFFECT THE WAY IN WHICH PHILOSOPHERS WERE VIEWED BY THEIR CONTEMPORARIES IN ATHENS?

ABSTRACT

In both the philosophical and historical fields the full effect the thirty tyrants had on the development of Greek philosophy is ignored. In fact, Peter Krentz’s 1982 work ‘The Thirty at Athens’ and Lewis Sain’s ‘Ancient Tyranny’ make only infrequent and sparse references to philosophy.
 This is rather perplexing as, like many other books on this topic, the trial and execution of Socrates is described in detail, but there is rarely a discussion of the effects this had on philosophy.
 This paper will attempt to bring together scholarship from this more historical side of academia and merge it into the philosophical texts of this period. Philosophical scholarship has a tendency to follow the philosophers in sequence and explain the evolution of philosophy as being influenced on the last, this obviously ignores the inevitable influence society will have on all peoples, including philosophers.
 In this paper all these issues will be addressed in and an attempt will made to avoid the same, one sided view of philosophical development. 
PLAN

Introduction:
· Aim of this paper:  To determine if, and subsequently why, the rule of the Thirty Tyrants from 404-403 BCE affected the public image of contemporary philosophers.
· Historical context and background: Brief discussion of the events leading up to the rule of the Thirty: Peloponnesian War, oligarchic coup in Athens of 410, Athens’ defeated by Sparta.

.
Section 1: Discuss why I am expecting to find evidence of philosophers’ public image changing
· Growth of anti-democratic thought in Athens from beginning of the democracy onto the democracy of the fifth century.

· ‘Stasis’- and what it meant to most Greeks and the subsequent effects this had on society and philosophy.    
· Philosopher’s (primarily Socrates’) links to:
· Anti-democratic thought in Plato’s work and the non-existent writings of Socrates.

·  Associations to members of the Thirty (Critias).
 
Section 2: How where philosophers viewed before the rule of the Thirty.
· Socrates in Aristophanes’ ‘Clouds’ 
· Accuracy of Aristophanes’ portrayal of Socrates.
· Critical analysis of Aristophanes’ work

· Conclusion of how Socrates was depicted in the ‘Clouds’ and if this is substantial evidence to extend this as a view of all philosophers in this period (it isn’t but it is all we have to work with).  

· Philosophers in other sources (more research need to discover more contemporary philosophers and how they were portrayed in texts) 
Section 3: How where philosophers viewed post tyranny 

· Comment on lack of sources for both pre and post tyranny.
· Plato is the most available and plentiful source. 

· Plato and his early dialogues.
· Socrates’ portrayal as an anti-democrat. Socrates in Plato’s ‘Apology’. 
· Critical evaluation of Plato’s early work (with comparisons to Xenophon) and the potential for Plato to be projecting his own views onto Socrates.

· Analysis of later dialogues

· Identify the differences in earlier and later dialogues (increased anti-democratic themes in the later texts).
· Why was there this shift?

· Did Plato become more opposed to the democracy in Athens? 
· Or was Plato now more comfortable denouncing the government now it had been restored for a period of time and had received time to ‘stabilise’ (he was ‘safer’ to criticise it now). 
· Conclude that Plato was being more reserved for his own safety  (this shows perhaps philosophers held their tongue? Or perhaps due to his links with the executed Socrates he was careful not to step too far?)

Section 3: The development of philosophy in Athens from pre tyranny to post tyranny.

· Can we identify a shift away from political philosophy after the tyranny?

Conclusion:
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