‘A critical Comparison of Two JSTOR Papers’

1. Identify

[bookmark: _Hlk57510816][bookmark: _Hlk57693316][bookmark: _Hlk57426146]This essay critically compares and contrasts two JSTOR papers. The two papers chosen are Denise Martin ‘Maat and Order in African Cosmology: A Conceptual Tool for Understanding Indigenous, Knowledge’ Journal of Black Studies, 38:6 (2008), pp.951-967, Jai Pal Singh and Mumtaz Khan ‘Hindu Cosmology and the Orientation and Segregation of Social Groups in Villages in Northwestern India’, Geografiska Annaler. Series B, Human Geography, 81:1, (1999), pp.19-39. Incidentally, what is the definition of ‘Cosmology’ which are used in the titles of these two papers. According to the Dictionary of Science the term ‘cosmology’ is defined as “the study of the nature, origin, and evolution of the universe. Various theories concerning the origin and evolution of the universe exist.”1 In this time, I specifically focused and mentioned in the locate and the direction ahead to next generation in both of India and Egypt for comparison.

2. Locate

[bookmark: _Hlk57505017]This work extends maat beyod the boundaries of ancient Egyptian culture and tests its conceptual elasticity by developing it into an analytical tool for studying classical African cosmological knowledge and how it relates to cultural expression.2 The subject matter of this paper is that Maat and order in African cosmology. The intended audience are students and scholars. Studies of maat can be generally classified into two categories: those that discuss maat within the context of ancient Egyptian civilization and those that extend the concept of maat beyond ancient Egyptian civilization. The first category contains the majority of the literature and reflects the various textures of maat as it existed in ancient Egyptian civilization. Here, we find discussions of maat as the cosmic or divine order (Frankfort, 1946; Tobin, 1989), as it appears in ancient Egyptian literature (Lichtheim, 1992), as a goddess depicted on monuments (Teeter, 1990), and as an idea of personal morality and social justice (Karenga, 2004). Although the majority of studies in this category discuss maat in a social or religious context, a few have focused specifically on the epistemological aspect of maat.3 
________________________________________________________________________
1 Jonathan Law, A Dictionary of Science (Oxford Quick Reference) (English Edition) 7th Edition, Kindle Edition [accessed Dec. 1, 2020]
2 Denise Martin, Journal of Black Studies Vol. 38, No. 6 (Jul., 2008), p.951
3 Denise Martin, Journal of Black Studies, p.952
Maat and Order in African Cosmology: A Conceptual Tool for Understanding Indigenous, Knowledge’ was written in 2008 the year following Kenya Vision 20304 was enacted. 

[bookmark: _Hlk57510914]On the other hand, the context to the writing of‘Hindu Cosmology and the Orientation and Segregation of Social Groups in Villages in Northwestern India’ is that the phenomenon of orientation of castes in the villages is currently undergoing significant changes and writers have therefore tried to provide a snapshot of the phenomenon before its disappearance from the village scene.5
Indian civilization is ancient and has had a continuous existence for nearly five thousand years. Its cultural traditions are deeply rooted in history (Kosambi, 1956,1981; Sharma, 1983a, 1983b). Therefore, settlements in India cannot be comprehended without an understanding of cultural traditions, in- cluding that of town planning and localized folk traditions. Villagers follow these traditions in allocating house sites to various caste groups at the time of founding a village or a town.6
Recent literature in cultural geography interprets the landscape “as text” or through symbols. The symbolic approach has greater relevance for traditional societies where clear schemata are discernible in built environments. The subject matter of this paper is to attempt a critical appraisal of Hundu cosmology as a schema for interpreting built environments in Indian villages.7 This paper is written for students and scholars in 1999. In May 1998 of the previous year, new prime minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee informed House of momentous developments that have taken place while we were in recess. On 11 May, India successfully carried out three underground nuclear tests. Two more underground tests on 13 May completed the planned series of tests.8 ________________________________________________________________________
4 Policy Emulation, Modernization, and Kenya’s ‘VISION 2030’, Elsje Fourie, Oxford University Press on behalf of The Royal African Society, Vol. 113, No. 453 (October 2014), p545
[bookmark: _Hlk57861224]5 Singh and Khan, Hindu cosmology and the orientation and segregation of social groups in villages in northwestern India, Geografiska Annaler, Tayler & Francis, Ltd. 1994, p.36
6 Singh and Khan, Hindu cosmology and the orientation and segregation of social groups in villages in northwestern India,p.21
7 Singh and Khan, Hindu cosmology and the orientation and segregation of social groups in villages in northwestern India,p.19
8 Statement by prime minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee in parliament on 27 May, 1998, World Affairs: The Journal of International Issues , July-September 1998, Vol. 2, No. 3 (July-September 1998), pp. 174-177 

Kapur Surya Foundation Summarized rolls and theories of the maat and Hindu cosmology are mentioned in the next section.

3. Summaries 

[bookmark: _Hlk57843521]Brief summary of ‘Maat and Order in African Cosmology: A Conceptual Tool for Understanding Indigenous, Knowledge’

Keywords: African; cosmology; epistemology; holistic; indigenous; knowledge; maat

The genius of classical African knowledge lies in how all elements of cultural production from all segments of life are integrated into an epistemological system. This integration requires an analytical tool equally comprehensive and elastic to discuss it. Using the concept of maat allows this because maat has simultaneous cosmological, social, cultural, and personal domains.9 Maat is a comprehensive construct that existed throughout ancient Egyptian civilization. Cosmologically, maat is the principle of order that informs the creation of the universe. Religiously, maat is a goddess or neter representing order or balance. balance. Last, philosophically, maat is a moral and ethical principle that all Egyptians were expected to embody in their daily actions toward family, community, nation, environment, and god. This work extends maat beyond the boundaries of ancient Egyptian culture and tests its conceptual elasticity by developing it into an analytical tool for studying classical African cosmological knowledge and how it relates to cultural expression. It focuses on the conceptualization of maat as the foundation of the universe and then uses the manner in which maat appears in ancient Egyptian culture as a basis for distinguishing patterns within classical African knowledge. This pattern contains 10 characteristics or dimensions: sacred, symbolic, visual, functional, moral, oral, communal, rhythmic, multidimensional, and holistic.10

Brief summary of‘Hindu Cosmology and the Orientation and Segregation of Social Groups in Villages in Northwestern India’

Keywords: Hindu; cosmology; Indian; caste; segmented; hierarchic; occupation



_______________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk57863038]9 Denise Martin, Journal of Black Studies Vol. 38, No. 6, p.953
10 Denise Martin, Journal of Black Studies Vol. 38, No. 6, p.951
The phenomenon of orientation of castes to the sacred directions is a system evolved by Indian civilization to integrate the fragmented social order into a segmented spatial order. The orientation is based on a Hindu cosmological schema which integrates the cardinal directions (quarters) into an organized whole. The cosmology ascribes sanctity to the quarters by assigning a deity to each of them and impresses cardinality on settlements. It conveys the message that the castes inhabiting a village are living in harmony with the cosmic order, each occupying a quarter in consonance with its hierarchic status and traditional occupation. The cosmology thus produces a sense of functional oneness among the segregated social groups in a settlement. Hierarchy permeates all things in Hindu culture.11
Words of ‘segregation’ and ’hierarchic’ have been used 37 and 35 times each in this paper. On the other hand, word of ‘harmony’ has been used 10 times in the paper of‘Maat and Order in African Cosmology: A Conceptual Tool for Understanding Indigenous, Knowledge’. Analysis of the maat and Hindu cosmology are mentioned in the next section.

4 Analysis

Analysis of ‘Maat and Order in African Cosmology: A Conceptual Tool for Understanding Indigenous, Knowledge’
According to the paper clearness and logical structure, before moving onto the next section, the reason of the necessity to be mentioned there is not mentioned. 
Undirected deployment does not help our further understanding.
This work extends maat beyond the boundaries of ancient Egyptian culture and tests its conceptual elasticity by developing it into an analytical tool for studying classical African cosmological knowledge and how it relates to cultural expression. It focuses on the conceptualization of maat as the foundation of the universe and then uses the manner in which maat appears in ancient Egyptian culture as a basis for distinguishing patterns within classical African knowledge. This pattern contains 10 characteristics or dimensions: sacred, symbolic, visual, functional, moral, oral, communal, rhythmic, multidimensional, and holistic.12



________________________________________________________________________
11 Singh and Khan, Hindu cosmology and the orientation and segregation of social groups in villages in northwestern India,p.35
12 Denise Martin, Journal of Black Studies Vol. 38, No. 6, p.951

What maat does is provide a theoretical framework for which encounters between the academic disciplines of philosophy and dance or botany and religion can occur, much like the synergy that exists within many traditional cultures.13 This paper does not include a formal philosophical ethical analysis.
The knowledge and distinguishing patterns within classical African knowledge have been used as resource. 
There are arguments with many secondary sources as the evidence.
The arguments rely on secondary sources written by indigenous writers mainly.
There is a certain confusion in organizing various type of symbols in each area without African area map. The area map with symbols would help us to understand how those symbols has spread to the distance area. 
What writer admits and mentioned ‘classical African knowledge is not less than, opposed to, or instead of Western knowledge’ had helped writer’s pursuit reading many secondary sources. 
 
Analyse of‘Hindu Cosmology and the Orientation and Segregation of Social Groups in Villages in Northwestern India’
Because the main context of this paper is ‘these are related to modernity, the new outlook of the younger generation, the expansion of built-up areas, and the loosening of the hold of dominant castes over village society. The younger generation is becoming oblivious to the social gradient of the khena. We have therefore tried to provide a snapshot of the phenomenon before its disappearance from the village scene.’, these sentences should be mentioned in the introduction with the evidence. If they had embarked on fieldwork in Southern India too, we might also have known about latest information and research. We can see that writers of this paper wish to decline caste system. In this point, we can say that this is in the exact opposite from ‘Maat and Order in African Cosmology: A Conceptual Tool for Understanding Indigenous, Knowledge’ in which the writer hopes for the survival of ‘Maat’.
They do not mention the obvious necessity and strengths of caste system with segregation. Hence, even though this paper attempts a critical appraisal of Hindu cosmology, it is hard for readers to get a clue to criticism.
If this paper provides details about Aryan invasion and who create or introduce caste system chronologically, it would have been helpful for readers to understand the structure clearly and chronologically. This paper does not have an underlying philosophy, however, writers explain god’s character and their function in the area of each eight directions. We can see similarity in which both papers do not mention authentic philosophy. 
________________________________________________________________________
13 Denise Martin, Journal of Black Studies Vol. 38, No. 6, p.965

We can see map to show the area of their field study, figure in which various type of gods locate in each eight directions and castewise residential pattern in this paper. However, we have to memorize many Hindu proper nouns to continue reading the text accurately. 
The arguments are not referenced well basically.

5 Conclusion

The conclusion regarding to ‘Maat and Order in African Cosmology: A Conceptual Tool for Understanding Indigenous, Knowledge is as follows.
Maat as an analytical tool addresses the complexity of human intellectual, artistic, religious, social, personal, and spiritual existence. It opens up new possibilities for understanding and exploring knowledge in a com- prehensive context. Maat by no means represents an absolute understanding of African cosmology, nor does it have to address solely African phenomenon. What maat does is provide a theoretical framework for which encounters between the academic disciplines of philosophy and dance or botany and religion can occur, much like the synergy that exists within many traditional cultures.14

The conclusion regarding to‘Hindu Cosmology and the Orientation and Segregation of Social Groups in Villages in Northwestern India’ is as follows. Hierarchy permeates all things in Hindu culture.15
The built environment tends to replicate the hierarchic divisions of society. The high castes occupied the ritually high quarters as a symbol of high status.
They prevented the lower castes from enjoying that privilege and relegated them to lower quarters.
[bookmark: _Hlk57634895][bookmark: _Hlk57834320]The phenomenon of orientation of castes in the villages is currently undergoing significant changes. These are related to modernity, the new outlook of the younger generation, the expansion of built-up areas, and the loosening of the hold of dominant castes over village society. The younger generation is becoming oblivious to the social gradient of the khena. We have therefore tried to provide a snapshot of the phenomenon before its disappearance from the village scene.

________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk57867948]14 Denise Martin, Journal of Black Studies, p.965
15 Singh and Khan, Hindu cosmology and the orientation and segregation of social groups in villages in northwestern India, p.35
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