Results introduction:
As discussed in the methodology section for this study, quantitative surveys were chosen to obtain results for this project. It was seen as an efficient data collection method, given that a large amount of data can be collected in a relatively short time and requiring a relatively small commitment from the respondent. Primary Research comprised of the Survey containing 20 questions with answers on a graduating scale for the respondent to give replies ranging from strongly agreeing to strongly disagreeing with each individual statement.
The mobile friendly weblink for the survey was sent to approximately 150 frontline offers across the Western division of South Wales Police, covering both Neighbourhood Policing and Response Teams. With initial estimates, it was expected to receive between 30-50 responses and the low estimate of 30 was reached before the survey was closed. This provided a response rate of 20% which was slightly disappointing. With 90 researchers in the current dissertation cohort, there have been several requests for similar survey responses which could have impacted upon this return rate due to fatigue, but this can only be speculated upon as hearsay without further research. 
Results obtained:
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Description automatically generated]As per figure 1, results were weighted towards mostly male respondents with 56.7% identifying as male, 36.7% female with the remainder preferring not top say. According to government statistics, compiled in March 2019, 68.3% of officers serving in South Wales Police are male and 31.7% are female, so this uneven split between gender response was to be expected. (Police.UK, 2019). Research suggests that there are a number of differing opinions between men and women in use patterns and risk factors for substance abuse which could affect opinion in this survey. (Kauffman et al, 1997). Given the limitations and constraints of this research project, this will not be examined for the purposes of the results analysis but could be considered as having an impact.
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As per figure 2, staying with demographic for the survey responses, as far as age was concerned, the majority of the respondents were from the 25-44 age brackets, with only 23% of respondents, falling outside of this age range. As with gender, Research indicates that there are differing attitudes towards drugs across this demographic, with adults in both the youngest (16–29 years) and older age groups (60+ years) having more negative attitudes towards those with drug problems than those in other age groups (www.ukdpc.org.uk, 2010). Again, this could impact the results obtained but is not being considered due to the constraints in this research project.
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Description automatically generated]Figure 3, shows the department in which the respondent works. Learning can be taken from this question as it was decided to allow for a freeform text entry field, where as a dropdown list should have been provided. The results of this question will be ignored for the purposes of this research project. It had been anticipated that a breakdown of opinion from differing departments could have been analysed as part of the results but as can be seen there was only one response from a hub officer and one from Neighbourhood policing, which does not provide for a useable subset of data in which to compare results. 
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Description automatically generated]Figure 4 shows the length of service of the respondent. As shown, the vast majority of respondents (73.3%) have less than 5 years of service. This was to be expected as Response policing is the entry route for a new police officer, with many moving into specialist departments or away from front line as their tenure increases. This observation can only be seen as anecdotal as no figures for tenure per department within South Wales Police currently exist and this question was not within scope for this research project. Long tenured officers within other roles, may have impacted upon the results if they had been surveyed and could have been considered as part of a larger project.
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Figure 5 represents one of the most conclusive results from the survey, in that all 30 respondents agreed or strongly agreed that the drug problem is increasing in the UK. Government figures indicate that the overall prevalence of drug use reported has remained stable, but the most recent surveys report the highest prevalence of drug use in the past 10 years with the prevalence of any drug use in the last year standing at 9.4% for England and Wales, 12% for Scotland, and 5.9% for Northern Ireland. (Gov.uk, 2021), this would support that officer’s opinions on this question are a broadly accurate reflection. 
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Figure 6 clearly indicates that officers believe that UK legislation is not fit for purpose in tackling the issue of drugs in the UK with 66.7% disagreeing or strongly disagreeing with its effectiveness and only 20% agreeing, with a further 13.3% remaining neutral. This would suggest a belief that wider and possibly systemic change is needed to tackle the issue. 
[image: Chart, pie chart

Description automatically generated]
[image: Chart, pie chart

Description automatically generated]
Figures 7 and 8, represent similar results, with over 60% of respondents suggesting that Policing strategy in dealing with the issues of drug use and dealing is ineffective, with only 13.8% believing that it is effective in its current state.
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Figure 9 shows the scale of the issue, where officers indicate that they believe drugs have played a notable factor in the reason for police involvement. This result could warrant further examination to ascertain the number of total calls attended by officers and how they have identified drugs as a factor. Again, this is beyond the scope of the current project and is being considered anecdotal for the purposes of these results. 
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Fig 10.1 – Change in day to day spending on Police services in England and Wales

      
Figure 10 highlights the perceived concern amongst officers that police do not have the resources needed to tackle the growing issue of county lines drugs gangs, with 76.7% of officers indicating that resources are insufficient, with Figure 10.1 showing the real time change in government investment in policing between 2009 and 2019 (instituteforgovernment.org.uk, 2019). 
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Figures 11 and 12 yield similar results and indicate that a majority of officers feel that policing resources are not being used effectively and overall county lines activity is not being reduced due as a result of policing strategy. 
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As can be seen in Figures 13 and 14, strongly supporting earlier results, officers believe that changes are needed to tackle both county lines drugs gangs and more widely drugs in society. 
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Figure 15 shows that 63.4% of officer respondents agree with a zero tolerance towards drugs. This could be further expanded to examine what zero tolerance would look like for officers and how it should be managed, again out of scope for this study.
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Description automatically generated] Figure 16 indicates that 63.4% of officers surveyed believe that drug use should remain criminalized, possibly more surprisingly is that 36.6% are either neutral or support decriminalisation of drugs. According to a recent YouGov survey of adults in the UK, six in ten people now believe that making drugs illegal, is an ineffective way to prevent people from using them (independent.co.uk, 2021). This survey does not differentiate between so called “harder” and “softer” drugs and could be expanded to examine the opinions of officers if given the distinction between the two. This remains out of scope for the current project. 
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Description automatically generated]Figure 17 interestingly is very split amongst officers with just 36.6% of respondents favouring criminalising drug users and 40.1% favouring a diversionary approach, with the remainder seemingly undecided on the issue.  
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Perhaps unsurprisingly, there is broadly unequivocal support amongst officers for tougher sentences for drug dealers, with Figure 18 showing 93.3% of officers believing there should be tougher sentences.
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Description automatically generated] Figure 19 shows 60% support amongst officers for tougher sentencing for drug possession but given the split for the earlier diversionary approach, this result should perhaps taken with more caution, with consideration for wider questioning around disposal methods such as fixed penalty notices, street warnings, referral to support services etc. This could warrant further research, beyond this study. 
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Finally Figure 20 shows near unequivocal (96.7%) concern amongst officers for the level of harm encountered, which is seen to be caused by drugs.  
Reviewing the Research Objectives:
In reviewing the research objectives, the survey questions can be categorised into the following headings:


Objective 1) To determine the effectiveness of current law enforcement strategy in tackling County Lines drugs gangs
Objective 2) To assess the harm caused to young and vulnerable people by these groups
Objective 3) To examine the effectiveness of the current disposal methods and diversionary services available to offenders 
Objective 4) To determine the effectiveness of current legislation and critically assess it is fit for purpose in reducing the prevalence of harm caused by drugs, also including the current classification of drugs and the criminalisation of drug dealers and users.

During the final chapter, as well as drawing conclusions from the results analysis above, What has gone well throughout the project will be discussed, as well as identifying what the limitations have been observed.
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**NOTE - WILL BE REFFERENCING THE BELOW CORRECTLY IN FINAL SUBMISSION**
South Wales Police demographic. 
https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/south-wales-police/performance/workforce-diversity/
Gender Differences in attitudes towards alcohol, tobacco and other drugs
Kauffman SE, Silver P, Poulin J. Gender differences in attitudes toward alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs. Soc Work. 1997 May;42(3):231-41. doi: 10.1093/sw/42.3.231.
Age opinion regarding drugs
https://www.ukdpc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Evidence%20review%20-%20Attitudes%20to%20drug%20dependence_%20survey%20results.pdf
Prevalence of drug use
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/united-kingdom-drug-situation-focal-point-annual-report/uk-drug-situation-2019-summary
Police spending:
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/publication/performance-tracker-2019/police
Drug polls:
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/drugs-decriminalisation-uk-yougov-poll-b1937725.html
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