[bookmark: _Int_hSMDwcge][bookmark: _Int_w3p9Saik][bookmark: _Int_QqyguTrB][bookmark: _Int_OfBx2AqA][bookmark: _Int_1icDp2UO]The Covid-19 pandemic brough the entire world to a halt but what direct effects did it have on the police effectiveness in England and Wales and how did the public perceive this? More specifically, what happened to crime during this period? The United Kingdom entered a nation-wide lockdown on March 23rd, 2020 – an event that brought the country to a standstill, but behind the scenes criminal activity did not stop and it was down to frontline officers to crack down on these crimes as well as learning and enforcing new laws whilst following the constantly changing rules and restrictions. Publications from the Office for National Statistics in December 2020 showed that crime rates on the whole across England and Wales did in fact decrease rapidly from the moment we went into lockdown in March and continued to decrease up until June of that year with a total percentage decrease of 15%. However, this crime figure began to rise following the easing of restrictions in June and between June and September of that year crime rates increased more rapidly than they fell with a total 17% increase. Another lockdown was enforced in November 2020 which led to another 7% decrease in the crime rates for England and Wales by the end of the year (Stripe, N. 2021). In the same publication from the Office for National Statistics, crime statistics from 2020 were compared to statistics from 2019 to identify whether the trends were normal or if the Covid-19 lockdowns played a part in the fluctuation of the crime rates. The decrease in crimes reported in March 2020 was a significant difference from the pattern of crime rates recorded for that month in the previous year where crime rates stayed relatively stable. It is safe to say that lockdown did influence the crime rates during this period, however, towards the end of 2020, the pattern of crime rates did not differ that much from the data recorded in 2019, suggesting that the second lockdown in November 2020 was not as influential as the first in March 2020. Recorded crime rates for 2020 were lower than the recorded crime rates for 2019 (Stripe, N. 2021).
[bookmark: _Int_bZPYEukH]When looking specifically at the statistics for the types of crimes that were recorded during the lockdown period it is clear to see that most specific crime types saw a decrease in the number of reports, however the number of anti-social behaviour related crimes and the number of drug related crimes rose but what is the explanation for this? During the nation-wide lockdowns, the public was urged to stay home, this included time away from work on furlough. During this period, many businesses faced huge income losses making staying afloat challenging. This led to many redundancies and levels of unemployment increased, causing the number of anti-social behaviour offences and drug offences to rise (Kurchmier, T. and Villa-Llera, C. 2020). Another reason for the increase in anti-social behaviour related crimes would be the new laws that were put into place regarding lockdown restrictions. A large number of the new offences were categorised as ‘anti-social behaviour’ despite them being as small as being caught more than 10 miles away from home. Moreover, a further explanation into the rise in drug offence was that because people were staying at home rather than moving around, it was easier for police to locate offenders such as drug dealers or those acting under county-lines. Police across the country took advantage of the overall decrease in crimes, allowing them to crack down on crimes involving the possession, production, and supply of drugs (UK Research and Innovation, 2021).
[bookmark: _Int_7LlYFbjD]Another crime which saw an increase during the period of lockdown was domestic abuse and violence. Before we entered an official lockdown when the idea was in talks, charities such as ‘Women’s Aid’ expressed their fears to the UK Government that the number of cases of domestic abuse and violence would increase due to isolation, fears in which they were right to uphold. The Crime Survey for England and Wales states that 1.6 million women and 757,000 men had experience domestic abuse of some kind between March 2019 and March 2020, a figure that would inevitably increase. By mid-May 2020, there was already a 12% increase in the number of domestic abuse victims referred to victim support, and between April and June 2020, there was a total increase of 65% in calls made to the Domestic Abuse Helpline compared to the three months in the beginning of that year, leading up to the lockdown. In April 2020, the Home Affairs Committee stated there was “evidence that cases are escalating” regarding domestic abuse, suggesting that there was a greater likelihood of cases becoming more serious and complex with evidence later coming to light that would support that theory. It was estimated that during the first three weeks of lockdown, there was a total number of 16 deaths of women and children in the UK and a result of domestic abuse and violence. A shocking figure that would be the highest recorded in at least 11 years. Vera Baird QC, Victims’ Commissioner for England and Wales, commented on the matter and referred to domestic abuse at the time as an “epidemic within the pandemic” (Havard, T. 2021).
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