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Targets from the previous assignment:
1. Develop a more formal, academic style of writing
2. Include limitations and research opposing views when making suggestions
3. Read more wisely using current and relevant material

Explain how opportunities and challenges in a school’s community influence teaching, learning, and other aspects of the school.

In this assignment, I will discuss how opportunities and challenges in a school’s community influence teaching and learning. 

To begin with, every school has different opportunities and challenges. Schools may face similar difficulties, but what matters is how each school handles them; this may involve taking a close look at the resources available from the school budget.  This can have a significant effect on students' learning and development as well as the teachers' ability to educate. One of the advantages of my bridging school is the quantity of information offered to parents, carers, and the community to keep them informed. The opportunities at my school have their shortcomings and main advantages. However, in my opinion, the strengths outweigh the weaknesses as they give the members of society the chance to carry their positive attitudes and abilities with them as they mature, giving them the greatest possible life for themselves as individuals. 

The first main point I will be looking at is at my school they have a Parent-teacher Friends Association. Its purpose is to promote greater relationships between the family and the school (www.kettlefields.cambs.sch.uk, n.d.) The Parent-teacher Friends Association (PTFA) is a widening opportunity for parents, carers and teachers to engage with their children and the school and their daily schoolwork. Eliminating obstacles to learning and enhancing attitudes and behaviour at schools are two benefits of including parents and carers in their children's education. I have personally observed that when schools accept parents, guardians, grandparents, and the extended family as valued partners in their children's learning, the most meaningful and successful family engagement occurs. Educational outcomes are positively impacted by schools that actively involve the community in both the life of the school and the life of the community (Welsh Government, 2016). This also helps the parents see what the children get to participate in school and take part in. By the parents having more involvement in what experiences the children get they will have a voice and opinion on what needs to be improved or other experiences that will help the children. 

The benefit of having a PTFA, community support is that the parents will be invested in the learning of the children therefore they will be understanding of the education that the children take part in. The PTFA organises school trips, school discos, and days out and some parents come in during the break at dinner time to help. The PTFA organise charity events and fundraising events. The main charity event that they hold is for their local food bank where everyone brings in an item of food so that they can donate essential foods to the food bank. The PFTA also organise fundraising events to help the school whether this is for them to have better technical equipment and sources to better the children's education. There are a couple of PTFA members who helped the school by helping them paint the classroom and finish new display boards around the hallways and in classrooms, this also gives the parents and community the chance to see how teachers display their work for the children to be drawn by the work on the board. The PTFA include the community within all these events which is building the relationship with the community stronger. All these events help make the community and parents come together in school to help one another. The PTFA allows the parents to voice their opinion, parents are encouraged to give their opinions on the current curriculum as well as the content that is involved in the curriculum. The school has a range of sources that they use to keep communication with the parents Google Classroom, the school website or their social media page. Information evening and school newsletters from the school are also available for the parents. Throughout the day children are awarded point dojos if they finish work, class participation, answer questions etc, the parents will be able to see these rewards on the point dojo app. Tray and display are other opportunities where the parents can come in and look through the children's works and can ask the teachers for feedback and what they might need to help their children work on for them to become stronger in that area of learning. 

A challenge I will be talking about is poverty and deprivation and how this impacts a child's learning. During my lectures, I have learnt children's learning can be negatively impacted by poverty and deprivation. Lack of access to basic resources, such as nutritious meals, reliable housing, and medical care, can have an impact on children's cognitive growth and academic achievement. Their access to extracurricular activities, technology, and materials as well as other educational resources may be restricted due to financial limitations. Furthermore, residing in high-stress settings linked to poverty might impair focus, memory, and general well-being. To guarantee that every child has an equal opportunity to succeed in their education, it is critical to address these structural concerns. Theorists such as Jean Piaget, Lev Vygotsky, and Urie Bronfenbrenner, believe that deprivation and poverty can have significant impacts on children's learning. They stress the significance of taking into account the social and environmental elements, such as learning opportunities, support networks, and resource accessibility, that affect a child's development. These theories emphasise how important it is to address socioeconomic gaps to guarantee that every child receives an equal education (Gowrie NSW, 2022). However, on the other hand, according to Howard Gardner and Carol Dweck, a child's educational outcomes can also be greatly impacted by elements like mindset, self-belief, and the learning environment. Therefore, a child's learning journey is influenced by a variety of factors, not only poverty and deprivation (Williams, 2018) (Main, 2023)

During the transition to school many children are very nervous to be leaving their parents or carers, better explained as separation anxiety, here is where the teacher’s role is vitally important and how they react and handle the situation will have an impact on the start of the child’s day. The teachers promote a fun and happy classroom so that the children look forward to coming in the next day. Schools take part in school trips, activity days and parents’ days to promote good well-being for the children and for them to express themselves in different ways.

Before children start school many teachers do home visits this will help to ensure that the children feel comfortable and safe in the environment of their home to meet someone new. Home visits are highly beneficial for children throughout their time in school. Studies show that the results of test scores may increase with home visits. A deeper sense of connection between children and teachers increases the likelihood that the children will make more of an effort to perform well on tests. Children's behaviour and actions in the classroom typically improve when they know that their teachers are interested enough to make the effort to visit their homes (Rogers, 2023).  As educators, we are aware that a child's home environment has a significant impact on their social and cognitive development. In his ecological systems theory published in 1979, Bronfenbrenner emphasised the value of the parent-teacher bond and how it directly affects a child's performance at home and school. Beyond just the academic advantages, this would have a favourable effect on the students they educate. Effective implementation of this policy will allow schools to increase student achievement while also improving their general wellness. (Bera, 2019) The teachers have a more transparent life with students whose families are active in the school community. As a result, teachers learn to know the student’s families’ needs how they are supported at home, and their potential. Teachers may be better able to identify areas where their students need assistance with their learning thanks to their direct relationships with parents. (Popirtac, 2022) 

Forest schools are a widely beneficial scheme and are very important to develop children’s well-being. Most children find it hard to learn about new things and how to express themselves, Forest schools allow them to learn about different textures and the wider world around them, it also helps them express their feelings in a different way where they can run around and feel free. Forest schools will also allow them to expand themselves and individually express themselves. They can use their creative thinking to create natural art with different sources and materials throughout the forest but also use their critical thinking skills to expand their knowledge of the environment and the outside environment outside of the classroom where they can learn new vocabulary of things that they may not find within the classroom. Adventurous children are allowed to challenge different skills and their minds in an outdoor environment and express themselves the way they feel is right for their personal preference. The long-term, consistent sessions and the six guiding principles' goals of holistic development are linked to the advantages of Forest School. Children can gain in many ways, from confidence to social, emotional, intellectual, physical, and language development, according to research.  (Murray & O’Brien, 2005). (Spencer-Milnes, 2021). While I consider these two theories, I realise that Piaget's theory is primarily concerned with the internal processes occurring in a child's mind and how they are assimilated and progressed. The practitioner's role is to provide the child opportunities to be challenged and to repeat experiences until the child has understood their schemas. According to Vygotsky, the more experienced person has a greater obligation to advance learning and keep the children in the zone of proximal development. When utilising forest schools, educators should try to keep both of these in mind and use them to benefit the students. While schools can offer a variety of possibilities for children to interact with their schemas, they should also give them the chance to learn from one another and themselves.  Educators must identify children with schemas and make appropriate use of them, as well as children who excel in specific tasks or subject areas. (MRedford, 2013) A theorist named Richard Louv the author of the book ‘Last Child in the Woods’ emphasises the importance of connecting children with nature and the importance of outdoor learning for their overall well-being and learning (Louv, 2016). However, while Forest Schools are thought to be an excellent exercise for children in the short term, they can have disadvantages.  The first is that UK weather conditions are extremely unpredictable.  A further weakness in Forest Schools is that they place a lot of emphasis on health and safety, which is dangerous because foundation phase children attend forest schools and accidents can happen easily when they run, climb, or jump. Transitioning to and adjusting to educational methods and social routines that are standardised in a 'regular' setting could provide difficulties for the foundation phase learners (Twinkl.co.uk, 2023).

The school has many links within their community these links will widen the opportunity and give the children more opportunities in school. They have links with St David’s church where they can take part in show choirs which will help their confidence and learn a new skill whilst developing their social skills. Another way the school work closely with the community is that they speak and teach Welsh in all classes in the school. They do Welsh assemblies, say Welsh prayers, sing Welsh in class and also incorporate Welsh in the morning routines in class. The classrooms have Welsh displays as well as some in the school corridors and Welsh reading books. 

Overall, the school has many ways of how they work with their community to support the children’s education and well-being. These wide ranges of opportunities help the children to widen their development during this phase. In my opinion, the school’s opportunities that are provided for the children and the experiences they get have been super beneficial for their development and them the chance to learn new things about themselves. The opportunities that the school provide allows parents, carers and the community to be at the front of their learning and to be able to support them. This has strongly influenced me on what I will need to do for the children to have a wide range of opportunities where they can excel at their learning and development. I believe that teachers have an impact on the child's early development as they learn from them daily. The benefits of being able to speak Welsh are it will widen opportunities for future jobs and into the wider community. We will also be helping towards the goal of 50 million speakers by 2050 (Welsh Government, 2017)

The QTS standards involving parents in learning is “the importance of positive/carer involvement is understood, and opportunities are taken to observe and evaluate process”. I aim to build a relationship with the parents so that they feel confident to approach me with any concerns. I would also engage the parents in the new curriculum and the learning of the children (Welsh Government, 2019).
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