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Essay one: How have past instances of police malpractice and misconduct influenced modern professional policing? Support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources. 

It is widely recognised that the PACE Act 1984 underpins most policing practices with regards to ‘stop and search’. (Wood et al., 2022, p.178). 
This essay will explore the origin of this Act, the background surrounding past misconduct and malpractice within the police and why it was imperative for this framework to be introduced in order to safeguard both the public and police officers themselves. Through looking at the Brixton Riots (1981) and drawing on research from academic sources, this essay will discuss how issues such as race and socio-economic background, transformed the thinking and policies within and have therefore impacted on modern day policing. 
‘The Brixton Riots of April 10-12, 1981, described as the first serious riots of the 20th century in England, were the first large scale racial confrontations between black British youth and white British police.’ (Brenton 2019)
Five days in early April leading up to the riots it has been documented that there were 943 stop and searches in Brixton (Brenton, 2019). Many of these people were black youths. This was viewed by the public as malpractice and abuse of power which was of course not received well by the community in Brixton, thus sparking the Brixton Riots (1981). During the riot several people including police officers and many businesses were damaged and injured, the riot prompted a public inquiry from this, the ‘Scarman report’ was produced. Within this report it was evidenced that there was ‘disproportionate failing of the metropolitan police force’ (Scarman 1981) (Scarman and Internet Archive, 1986) and how the riot was dealt with.


In Lord Scarman’s report it was stated:
"Complex political, social and economic factors" created a "disposition towards violent protest". He also evidenced a lack of confidence and mistrust in the police and their methods of policing. Stating; "Institutional racism" did not exist, he said, pointing instead to "racial disadvantage" and "racial discrimination". (Scarman 1981)
His warning was stark: "urgent action" was needed to prevent racial disadvantage becoming an "endemic, ineradicable disease threatening the very survival of our society". Positive discrimination to tackle racial disadvantage was "a price worth paying”. (BBC NEWS | Programmes | BBC Parliament | Q&A: The Scarman Report 2009)

The report itself influenced a change in policing and thus, a new code for police behaviour was put to the public; Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984, This would influence modern professional policing for years to come. This new act would defend and outline in clear framework that the police force would have to abide to. 
The act would enforce a process that would make stop and searches more effective and transparency when deciding whether a stop and search was required. In doing so this ensures officers are clear in their motive for searching a civilian, and not based on particular influences regarding a person’s appearance, behaviour or their mere presence in a well-known crime related area. The ethos of this Act was to make way for a forward thinking, modern professional policing. By detailing the ‘GOWISELY’ framework within PACE Act 1984 this transparency can be achieved. This process can not only safeguard the public but also the police themselves. The most important element and one which was most influenced by the Brixton Riots includes the ‘grounds.’ By ensuring the grounds are clear, this information clearly states the reason a person is being stopped and the object they are searching for whilst you are being detained. ‘Grounds – A clear explanation of the reasons for the Officer’s search, i.e. why he finds you suspicious’(iaingould, 2020)
Also, importantly is the reminder that at this point you are not being arrested, just detained for the purpose of a stop and search. As well as the understanding that the persons being detained is not under any legal obligation to offer any person details, for example, name and date of birth etc. (Wood et al., 2022b, pp.182, 183)
The framework in place so transparency is at the forefront of police interactions. Police officers should always remain polite and profession with these key factors in place the hope is that it will rebuild the public trust, redirecting any underlying tensions to as to why a person may be being stopped away from their racial or socio-economic background to facts relating to intel and what is expected to be found. 

Despite the reform within the process of stop and search, there is a counter argument as to whether this policing method works at all. 
‘The most recent Home Office study…estimated that stop and searches reduced these crimes by 0.2%.’ (Dobson, 2016)
These studies allude to the statement that stop, and searches are ineffective, and also have the capability to cause issues with people within the community. As evidenced by the Brixton Riots community cohesion and trust in the police is imperative within an area and without this there is always a potential for unrest. The Dobson report 2016 questioned; would the police be better putting their efforts into different areas to try and prevent crime? Would the public have better trust and respect for the police if stop and searches were taken away? (Dobson 2016) And has the police learnt from past mal practices (Dobson 2016). 
This should be considered when reflecting on how PACE 1984 and its origins have impacted on modern policing practices. 
Chief Constable Olivia Pinkney noted:
‘Stop and search can be highly emotive and, if misused, can be harmful to the trust and confidence young people feel towards the police. Young people’s confidence and transparency in our use of this power is critical because it is one of the most intrusive powers we have and can give rise to strong feelings and resentment’. (College of Policing, 2022)
In conclusion this essay has looked at how the Brixton Riots were utilised as an impetus to review policing practice. This coupled with other world issues such as George Floyd have impacted the public perception of policing. Therefore, by reviewing policies and practices the police can actively reflect and demonstrate how they are constantly learning from previous malpractices to impact on future practice. It could be argued that there is still much to do to show positive modern professional policing the community, it is also important to show how the Stop and Searching process are effective and not just a tactic used to abuse the public’s rights. A lot more can be done to improve but the policing force is moving in the direction using cases of malpractice and learning from them and influenced modern professional policing to the highest standard.  
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Essay two: How does media coverage affect policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents? Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies.

This essay will explore how media coverage can affect policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents. By utilising high-profile cases, including the 2007 case of ‘Baby P’, reflection will focus on how media coverage can be both damaging for the police image, whilst also enabling evaluation of processes and procedures, therefore impacting on positive change. This essay aims to look at whether there can be a purely negative or positive impact of media coverage. Or whether this is more complex in terms of, regardless the intention, if coverage forces change to be made, can that ever be viewed as a negative device? Further discussion on social media as a platform to support policing strategies will also be undertaken.   

To understand this question, attention must first focused on what is the ‘media’ as its own concept, Neale (2014) states;
‘The media influences so many people’s behaviour nowadays. Information can be spread after a few clicks of a button, whether it is true, false, speculation or gossip. This can affect relationships in various ways, be it between celebrities and ordinary people or between celebrities themselves and their loved ones. The media can manipulate, influence, persuade and pressurise society, along with even controlling the world at times in both positive and negative ways; mentally, physically and emotionally.’ (Neale, 2014)

With this concept in mind, we can see the influence the media has over public perception. This, mixed with public protection incidents can either be extremely supportive or indeed detrimental. 

One tactic which is used to popularise particular newspapers, would be using ‘shock factors.’ These ‘shock factors’ can have a positive or negative affect on police strategies. Either through ‘scapegoating’ the policing profession, or bringing processes to light which in turn encourage debate, challenge and therefore develop processes to a more effective future. One particular example which could show both sides includes the 2007 incident of ‘Baby P’ in which a toddler lost his life due to parental neglect and abuse. Police were blamed by media for not taking reports seriously. It was reported by the BBC that ‘Baby P’ was visited ‘60 times’ (Sellgren, 2010) from the police in his seventeen-month life span. The police were highly criticised for their lack of public protection, and rightly so. The police failed and certain policing strategies were not taking seriously, this lack of professionalism cost the life of a baby. When the case of ‘Baby P’ broke within the media, the headline story was regarding failings of the police and partner agencies. Police strategies have always had the same ethos; protect the public and safeguard victims. The media seem to undermine that process and focused on failings in order to maximise on profits. 

A search of the Lexus library database found that there were 2823 mentions of the ‘Baby P’ case in the UK newspapers from 1st November 2008 until 1st November 2009. The tabloid newspaper, ‘The Sun’ had the highest number of articles which referred to the ‘Baby P’ case with 848 articles while the broadsheet, the guardian, had 228 references. (Elsley, 2010) 
It has since been reported that ‘The Sun’ newspaper has been sued over their reporting over this case, which alludes to there intention to make services, including the police appear incompetent.

The media put pressure on the police to react in a way that was seen to as taking reasonability for this failing in the form of many thus affecting its own policing strategies. 
Since this incident a government reform had taken place in which every local authority will have to have in place a multi-agency Children's Trust Board. The boards - made up of the local authority, health, police, schools and other services - will be legally required to agree and deliver a Children and Young People's Plan. (Dailyrecord.co.uk, 2008). therefore, despite the unfavourable reporting on the police, this enabled an evaluation of practices which have driven forward change for the benefit of the children.

The media has also developed within an extremely short space of time with the introduction of social media in the form of ‘Facebook’ and ‘Instagram’ information can be shared on a wider and faster platform. With regards to this there is no quality assurance, ensuring this information is factually correct. A simple tweet on twitter is viewed and retweeted up to tens of thousands of times within hours with the possibility to reach millions if gone viral, regardless of its source, bias, or truth. However, there are also benefits to this. Fifteen years ago, the BBC programme ‘Crimestoppers’ was the only means of publicly gaining support, report and supply of information from the general public. But now with new emerging technology breaking boundaries of what is possible we are able to find people now faster than ever Via GPS and social media to name a few. South Wales Police utilise, Facebook, Twitter and Instagram to support public appeals and share information of interest within the community, for example any prosecutions which may be within the public’s interest. This could be seen as a benefit of the media, as residence are updated on important information and therefore could impact on their own feelings of ‘safety’ within the community. 

In conclusion the media has always and will always have influence over the public. This can be seen in a positive manner, with regards to furthering public appeals via social media. Or causing agencies to re-evaluate their processes and introduce new incentive such as ‘Every Child Matters’ within the case of Victoria Climbie, or the introduction of DBS checks due to the Ian Huntly case.  Within the example used of ‘Baby P’. There can be a two-fold argument as to portrayal of the police via the media. Whether that be seen as the police were used as ‘scapegoats’ within this case, or indeed held to account through their failings. As we have seen from both sides of the argument the re-evaluation of processes and procedures will always be a positive and lessons learnt towards preventing future incidents occurring.  
Word Count: 1001                                                                                            Max 1100 / Min 900






















Essay three: How effective is early intervention in preventing young people from offending, or re-offending? Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies. 

This essay aims to discuss the role of ‘early intervention’ as an effective tool in preventing youth offending or re-offending in occurring. Drawing on evidence from recent investments into ‘early intervention’ services discussion will focus on whether these standalone interventions are effective or whether there are other contributing factors which need to be considered. Common motivation for youth offending shall be analysed and how this can be used as a tool to support further understanding when planning for support. Whilst exploring this, factors including an offender; background, race, socio-economic status, and family dynamic will be discussed as contributing factors to the ‘effectiveness’ of intervention. 
  
When looking at youth offending as a concept it is important to acknowledge the motivation that may be behind these behaviours. Often offenders are motivated by money or a ‘sense of belonging.’ (Adran and Oes, 2009).This can provide powerful information when addressing the support needed or ‘early intervention’ to ensure offenders do not reoffend. Why is money and a sense of belonging such an important factor for these young people? How can a child’s background determine whether they need to seek ‘outside influences’ to fulfil these voids? And how does criminal activity support these motivations and move youths away from their community into a life of crime?

Early intervention can be described as; 
‘Taking a multi-agency approach to give extra support and guidance to young offenders (or prospective offenders) involving the police, social services, education, employment and health services working together to offer young people extra support and guidance to ‘steer’ them away from crime’ (Thompson, 2021)
One such example of this was set up by the ‘Serious Organised Crime Intervention Service’ funded by the National Lottery. This service aimed at supporting ‘high risk’ children between the ages of 11-18 within Glasgow. (Action for Children, 2019). This service paired ‘at risk’ children with mentors who often previously had led a life of crime, but had rehabilitated and wanted to give back to the community. Action for Children stated that out of 49 children involved only four continued to reoffend. This success has enabled other such interventions to be set up in other areas of the UK. The success of this particular intervention calls into question the role of the ‘adult’ within early intervention services. Was this intervention successful due to the ‘mentoring’ system enabling the children to see past the life of crime towards a more successful future. Did this particular intervention enable that ‘sense of belonging’ it is acknowledge some offenders crave? (Adran and Oes, 2009).  What happens to those children or young people who feel they have no other options or opportunities.  

Further to this, we could question; where does the ultimate responsibility lay with regards to a young person’s behaviour or actions? Despite the intention of early intervention it is widely recognised that the impact of this support also correlates with parental engagement as well as other contributing factors such as socio-economic dynamic and family roles. It has been somewhat reported that young men who grow up without a father are likely to suffer aggression, have low self-esteem and even be more suspectable to depression (Foundation, 2019). In addition to this a study led by the Restorative Justice Council found that there was a disproportionate representation of youth who had offended that were brought up or currently in residential care. (restorativejustice.org.uk, 2016). Therefore it brings into question could any amount of early intervention could be proven to be effective when contributing factors put young people at risk from such an early age and therefore being victim to their own circumstances.

The role of youth clubs can be looked at in terms of supporting intervention and enabling young people to have a sense of ‘belonging’. Youth clubs offer a space in the community and acts as an effective early intervention tool. The club could offer an abundance of support and pathways tailor-made for youths to help them not to offend or re-offend by being there the staff there are able to see upcoming problems and then can refer out for added support if needed.   In addition to this by providing a physical space they can often provide that sense of belonging as well as support some financial issues such as providing a hot drink or meal. However, with recent cuts to services it seems that the rhetoric of ‘ineffective youth clubs’ have been used to justify their closure. 
‘In fact one study, led by Prof Leon Feinstein and carried out for the Department for Education in 2005, found the children who had attended youth clubs with ineffective supervision went on to become more at risk of turning to crime, drink or drugs than those who had never attended a youth club at all.’ (Reality Check team, 2018)
Which then makes you question is early intervention effective at all? 
When addressing the financial motivation of crimes, we can see a similar pattern. Many reports and studies have been conducted on this question with the majority having the same outcome’ Studies suggests that the higher rates of crime found amongst young people from socio-economically disadvantaged families reflect a life course process in which adverse family, individual, school, and peer factors combine to increase individual susceptibility to crime’ (Fergusson, 2004).

Swansea council in South Wales have a programme called ‘Early Help Hub’ which is aimed mainly the youth of Swansea and their families. Offering support and safeguarding options if needed. This recognises that early intervention cannot just be placed as the youth’s responsibility but that a more holistic family approach is needed to sustain and impact change. 

In conclusion, it can be viewed that early intervention is an effective tool when it addresses the root of the issue. By recognising influences such as financial and ‘belonging’ some agencies have documented proved success by providing alternatives to a life of crime, as see within the Glasgow example. There are a multitude of contributing factors that add up to whether a child or young person will offend or reoffend. By acknowledging and addressing these interventions are more likely to prove success rates. It can be argued that the ‘one-size-fits-all’ youth club approach has been less successful as it does not aim to address the root of the cause.  By providing positive role models we can see there are successes in supporting young people. 
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Essay four: Are partnership approaches the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders? You must use academic research, rather than personal opinion, to support your answer. You may make reference to relevant case studies. 

‘Collaboration is a concept that represents when people work together to accomplish a common goal. This collaboration can occur between individuals or groups, as well as between entities such as organizations. When these collaborators work together, they share their skills, resources and experiences.’ (Editorial Team, 2021)

With this quote in mind, this essay aims to explore the question; are partnership approaches the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders? This essay will look at specific partnerships as examples including; the prison service and Department for Work and Pensions (DWP). Do partnerships as a whole hold more power and therefore provide the most impact? What happens when services work together to support individuals? Does sharing ‘skill set, resources and experiences’ (Editorial Team, 2021) as the quote above suggests enable the best possible outcome, and if so why? Utilising examples from the prison services and DWP this essay will discuss their effectiveness as a partner to rehabilitating offenders. Investigate will question on who are these partners, and their roles when supporting offenders and what they offer. Drawing on factors such as socio-economic, financial and history this essay will also consider how the background of an offender can also impact on their likelihood to reoffend and how partnerships aim to negate these factors. 

To understand this question, it is important to acknowledge that there may not be one universal answer. With each rehabilitating offender, important factors need to be considered, including an offender’s particular context and issues. Within the ‘cycle of offending’ the offender is in has paid their debt to society. However, despite this, studies have shown that reoffending often becomes a ‘cycle’ which is difficult to break due to this stigma and ‘labels’ placed on this who have offended. (http://www.supersonicplayground.com, 2023).
‘While in the past, offender rehabilitation may have been directed at ‘reforming the character’ of prisoners, its focus is now on preventing reoffending. Prisons adopt a range of measures to reduce reoffending. These include direct therapeutic interventions to address the psychological causes of criminal behaviour, as well as services to prepare offenders to successfully reintegrate into the community after release. Those services include the provision of academic programmes, vocational courses and employment opportunities’ (Politics.co.uk, n.d.)

Partnerships between groups like DWP and Probation services are important partnerships offered to offenders once they leave or are due to leave prison. They give practical support around ‘real life’ skills which offenders need when re-entering society. This is particularly poignant when keeping in mind the aforementioned ‘label’ culture. Early challenges such as applying for a job with a criminal record can hinder many opportunities and affect a person’s chances of full-time employment. Some offenders may already have the mindset that this will be a barrier before even beginning their journey. Therefore, by having an agency such as the DWP actively supporting it sends a clear message that support is there for those who choose to take it. 

Studies show that a prisoner feels;
‘psychological challenges when released from prison, including stigma, discrimination, isolation, and instability. This can lead to devastating outcomes, like failed relationships, homelessness, substance misuse, recidivism, overdose, and suicide’ (Sheppard, 2021)
So once released it is so important to ensure support is there immediately. 

Finances are often a key motivation for crimes committed (Country.com HMP Forest Bank UK, n.d.). therefore, being financial independent or the chance to be financial independent can be an important factor in deterring re-offending. If offending is a person’s only means of income it is no wonder an offender may go on to reoffend.
The DWP ensures that by working in partnership with, 
‘Probation to support handover into the local community where offender is released … and local employers to help them understand the advantages to their business of employing prison leavers, and support to prepare benefit claim ahead of release, including booking Jobcentre appointment where necessary’ (National Partnership Agreement for employment and welfare support in custody and the community, 2019).

Whilst the DWP can support with employment Probation services aim to support the offender in an array of ways. One of their actions for an offender pre-release from prison is to;
‘Identify any housing needs and support prisoners to secure accommodation. Responsible officer undertakes all pre-release work, including assessments, plan and sequencing of services for each offender and Work with DWP to ensure the prisoner is able to access support with housing costs’(National Partnership Agreement for employment and welfare support in custody and the community, 2019).
Here we can see how the partnership of both Probation services and the DWP can share ‘their skills, resources and experiences’ (Editorial Team, 2021) to benefit the offender. 
This is as equally as beneficial to what ‘DWP’ offers, as probation takes that stress of an offender and undertakes responsibility for providing support to obtain housing and further services if needed for example, Mental health support. 

The focal point is collaboration between both services providing specialist advise individually but also pooling information and support to maximise impact. 

According to this research (Fletcher et al., 2012). We can see several strategies have been put in place to offer support and jobs to people on release from prison, however this research also shows that partnership approach may not be the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders now as more data is needed but with more funding and support from the government this may be the change that so many are crying out for. 

In conclusion, from the studies shows in this essay, the answer to the question; are partnership approaches the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders, is not as simple as a yes or no. Offenders have a support structure in place not just in the prison system but post incarceration and in the early days of release. This essay has detailed how two agencies; probation services and DWP have specific mission statements when supporting offenders in the community and therefore aiming to reduce re-offending. These are just two examples from a multitude of other support systems accessible to offenders. Agencies are in place as well as systems and processes, however as this essay has shown it is down to the individual offender as to how effective these partnerships are. The system in places works if subjects are willing to engage. For those who choice not to, a never-ending cycle of being arrested for the crimes committed and being charged continues. 
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