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Introduction
This report highlights and discusses five major UK political parties’ environmental policies represented by students of BSc Environmental Conservation at The University of Wales Trinity St David, with the notable exception being the Brexit Party. Due to the environmental awareness that has been growing in recent years every political party has devoted more focus than ever before on what stands to become the UK’s first ‘climate election’. 
Thanks to increased pressure from activists such as Greta Thunberg and groups such as Extinction Rebellion, environmental policies are at the forefront of the political spectrum for the first time. This has led to a catalogue of new policies being discussed all across the political spectrum all the way from The Green Party’s’ new green deal, which aims to transform all aspects of society to be more environmentally conscious through to the Conservatives more moderate aim to become carbon neutral by 2050. 
Report

``It’s time for real change’’ was the Labour Party strapline for the election with five main areas of focus, Transport, Energy, Industry, Buildings and Agriculture. A brief report of the main focus of this manifesto below demonstrates Labours ambition and commitment to the environment.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Transport
[bookmark: _Hlk33808897][bookmark: _Hlk33807352]Recognizing the Davies Commission’s assessment on airport capacity in the south east of England, Labour guarantee that any airport expansion must meet UK climate change obligations (assets.publishing.service.gov.uk 2012). They will also introduce a frequent flier levy. 
Railways will be brought back into public ownership and fares capped to encourage more journeys on public transport with an Increase of electrification of railways in south Wales and south west of England. 
An introduction of free bus travel for the under 25’s on publicly owned buses and support for the National Cycle Network.
Support development and use of low emission vehicles by the 2030’s. Complying with World Health Organisation limits for fine particles and nitrous oxides, Labour will introduce a new clean air act with a vehicle scrappage scheme. (who.int 2016).

Energy
[bookmark: _Hlk33809400]A doubling of tidal, solar and wind sustainable electricity  to produce 60% of UK requirement, up from its  current level of 33% (https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk 2019) plus a ban of fracking.
[bookmark: _Hlk33809164]Support for tidal lagoons, starting with the approval of Swansea tidal lagoon (bbc.co.uk 2016).
A reduction of the majority of CO2 emissions in line with the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPPC). This would reduce the CO2 levels of 2010 by 45% by 2030 (commonslibrary.parliament.uk 2018).
  Industry.
Encourage one million new highly paid green technological jobs, supported by an apprenticeship programme. Support for new recycling plants to recycle our own waste. Reject any trade agreements that undermine environmental protection. Ensure producers are responsible for full cost recycling and disposal of their products driving innovation. Provide an extra £5.6 billion to improve flood defences. Invest in three new steel recycling plants. 
Building
 Upgrade four million homes to band C energy performance certificate in the first five years, putting local authorities in charge of home insulation saving £275 annually and introduce a zero-carbon requirement for all new build homes and enabling all local authorities and housing associations to build to Passivhaus standards.
Agriculture
Maintain agricultural, rural and fishing structural funds to support environmental land management, sustainable practices and methods of food production. Embed policies for farmers to conserve, improve and create safe habitats for flora and fauna. Enshrine in law the principle of animal sentience. Introduce an animal welfare commissioner to oversee all legislation. Introduce an antibiotic ban on farm animals. 
Develop county farms and local supply chains upholding the highest environmental standards. Support sustainable local food markets.
[bookmark: _Hlk33808654]Initiate an expanded tree planting scheme. £56 million was spent in government grants in England Wales and Scotland in 2018 (friendsoftheearth.uk 2018). Also, two million trees were planted in past year in UK. (assets.publishing.service.gov.uk 2018).
Set maximum yields for sustainable fish stocks. Commitment to the Blue Belt to protect our marine environment in UK and overseas territories (cefas.co.uk 2019). 
[bookmark: _Hlk33810495]Funding of £400 billion to invest in projects compatible with UK environmental targets and increase research and development funding to 3% of GDP. It is currently running at 1.7% so this would be a near doubling of the budget. (research briefings 2019).
[bookmark: _Hlk33808674]Friends of the Earth evaluated the four main United Kingdom (UK) political parties for positive green policy proposals out of a maximum score of 48, the totals were Conservative 5.5, Liberal Democrats 30, The Green party 31 and the Labour party 33 (friendsoftheearth.uk 2019).

Conclusion
All of the main political parties in the UK had extraordinarily environmentally conscious manifestos,  in comparison to previous elections, with both Labour and the Green Party proposing a Green New Deal (which Caroline Lucas, now Green leader helped formulate in 2007), a massive social, environmental and economic shift (Pettifor, 2019). The Liberal Democrats had a number of environmental policies  but didn’t sign up to a Green New Deal, whereas the Conservative Party had a more limited number of environmental policies, their focus instead being more economic, while Plaid Cymru has been praised for impressive schemes like a zero waste Wales by 2030, despite shortcomings in tackling agricultural impacts on the environment. 
All of the parties’ manifestos promised to increase the numbers of trees planted to aid carbon sequestration but again Plaid Cymru’s numbers were significantly beneath that of the English parties although their promise of 2000 hectares planted per year from 2020 aligns with recommendations from the UK Climate Change Committee (Confor, 2019). Similarly, all the parties support carbon neutrality, with the Conservatives aiming for net zero by 2050, 2045 for Liberal Democrats, 2030 for the Greens and Plaid Cymru, while Labour promised for the bulk of carbon to be neutral by 2030, but no comment on true net zero and furthermore, none of the parties actively supported fracking in their manifestos in 2019 (Timms, 2019).
 Overall, the Conservatives opted to give themselves longer time targets, and fewer obligations, making their manifesto easier to act on, while the other parties all had stronger environmental policies, which could show real change in a generation if acted upon, according to an assessment by Friends of the Earth (Timms, 2019). Interesting to note is the increased youth votes for Labour, whose manifesto had the most environmental points of all the parties in this journal, with 56% of the vote among 18-24-year old’s, an increasingly environmentally focused generation. 
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