
Task 4 

Question A 

In an area that is not your focus of work, explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

Within Wales, Adult Safeguarding is governed by the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA 2014) and the Wales Safeguarding procedures. 
Part 7 of the SSWBA,2014 establishes the legal framework, for the protection of adults who are at risk of abuse or neglect (Safeguarding. Wales, 2026). 
According to Section126 (1) of the SSWBA 2014.  An adult at risk, is defined as “An adult who is experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect, has needs for care and support (whether or not the authority is meeting any of those needs), and as a result of those needs is unable to protect himself or herself against the abuse or neglect or the risk of it"(Safeguarding.Wales,2026).
Section 127, of the Act introduces the purpose of Adult Protection and Support Orders (APSO’s). APSO’s which are granted by a magistrate’s court to an authorised officer, giving power to a local authority with support from Police, to enter premises to speak to individuals in privacy, who are suspected to be at risk of abuse or neglect (Welsh.Gov, 2019).  
The aim of the order is to enable an assessment of an adult to take place, to determine as to whether an individual can make decisions freely or whether necessary action is needing to take place, to protect them from abuse or neglect (Welsh.Gov, 2019). 
In accordance with S.128 of the SSWBA 2014, it is the duty of agencies such as health boards, Police and the probation service, to report concerns to the local authority when they suspect that an adult is at risk of abuse or neglect. With it being the duty of the local authority to investigate (Safeguarding. Wales, 2026). 
S.132 of the SSWBA 2014, addresses the requirements of the National Independent Safeguarding Board. The purpose of the National Independent Safeguarding is to provide support and advice, to Welsh Ministers. to ensure the effectiveness, and improved practice of regional safeguarding boards in Wales (legislation. Gov, 2014).
 The Wales Safeguarding Procedures is a framework which is embedded within the SSWBA, 2014 and are designed to protect adults at risk of abuse or neglect. The procedures provide guidance on the reporting, assessment, and interventions for safeguarding adults in Wales. 
 Other key legislations that support adult safeguarding are The Mental Capacity Act 2005, designed to protect individuals who may lack mental capacity to make decisions about their own care (NHS.UK, 2024) The Violence against Women, Domestic abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales Act) 2015 to prevent, protect against, and support those affected violence, domestic and sexual violence abuse (Gov. Wales, 2022) The Human Rights Act 1998, which sets out the fundamental rights and freedoms that everyone in the UK is entitled to  (EHRC, 2018) and the Modern Slavery Act 2015 criminalising offences of slavery and trafficking for all forms of exploitation (Crown Prosecution Service, 2025).
The Data Protection Act 2018 is also embedded within the SSWBA,2014 creating a framework for the confidential sharing of an individual’s health and social care information (Gov.UK, 2018). 
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Question B
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work. 
In Wales, adults and children’s services are underpinned by the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 and the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (Safeguarding. Wales,2026). 
Adult safeguarding focuses upon voice and control and respecting an individual’s right to self-determination, and to make their own decisions (General Medical Council, 2026). 
When there are concerns being raised regarding an individual’s mental capacity.  A Mental Capacity assessment can be undertaken, to determine, whether an individual can make their own decisions (Home Farm Trust, n.d).
Should an individual be seen as lacking capacity, then decisions can then be made on their behalf, based on their best interests. The Mental Capacity Act 2005 provides a framework to empower and protect individuals over the age of 16, who lack capacity to make decisions for themselves (Home Farm Trust, n.d.).
 Adult safeguarding requires informed consent from an individual to share information, or report abuse (Safeguarding. Wales, 2026) however if it is known that an adult may be at risk of abuse or neglect, then an Adults Protection Support Order can be issued by a magistrate court, enabling an authorised officer to enter a property to speak privately with an adult, that may need support (Welsh.Gov, 2019).
 Childrens safeguarding predominantly focuses upon proactive preventative protection for children experiencing or at risk of abuse and harm (Safeguarding. Wales, 2026). 
If a child is known to be at risk of abuse, neglect or significant harm, child protection procedures such as S47 investigations enable a local authority to immediately investigate a child at risk, whether consent is given by parents or not.
There are many orders that support a child’s protection. Such as Emergency Protection Order that enable a child to be removed from their home, if they are likely to suffer significant harm (NSPCC, 2024). Exclusion Orders, requesting a perpetrator to be removed from the home, instead of removing the child (NSPCC, 2024) and Police Powers of Protection, when there is a delay in an EPO they can be used in emergency situations, to avoid children being left at risk (NSPCC, 2024).
The Wales Safeguarding Procedures cover measures for both the safeguarding of adult and children. Recognising that investigating abuse for adults, is different for children, due to the legal frameworks around consent and capacity. Despite these differences, it is the duty of all professionals, to report any safeguarding concerns to their local authority (Safeguarding. Wales 2026). 
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