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Written Reflection on my Welsh language skills

I was born and grew up in the outskirts of Cardiff and was taught Welsh in school up to age of 14 (Year 9).  However, I do not feel that I am a natural linguist and I am now 39 years of age, so I have had a break of 25 years in my Welsh language learning.

I have enjoyed attending the Cymraeg i bawb lessons I university and I have not missed one lesson during the year.  Due to my lack of Welsh language knowledge I was placed in the lower set for Welsh lessons but our teacher (Sue) has been amazing and really encouraged those of us who were lacking in confidence to speak Welsh with confidence.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I would still describe myself as a basic level Welsh language speaker but I am now more willing to have a go with other student teachers and whilst in classes in school.

My first teaching placement was in a large secondary school in Swansea where the Welsh language is not regularly used by staff or pupils outside of their Welsh lessons.  The only Welsh language that I witnessed in the school was the pupils use of the word “yma” when the teacher was completing the register.

During the first half of my teaching practice I also used almost no Welsh language in my lessons.  I was trying to remember so many things about how to plan and delvier lessons that I forgot about including Welsh as well.  However, in the second half of PTE1 my mentor set me a target of using some Welsh language in every lesson and I did try and incorporate some Welsh into all of my lessons using very basic incidental Welsh (Bore Da, da iawn, gwych etc…) and introducing learners to new topics by giving them the Welsh language description of the topic.

I also supported my form class in learning a Welsh language poem for the school Eisteddfod.  For this task, I knew that my own pronunciation wasn’t always perfect, so I recorded a Welsh speaking friend of mine reading out the poem.  I then used this recording to learn the poem correctly myself and to play it to the class.

I have also used the Duolingo app to try and improve my Welsh Language capabilities and have learned 133 words on this which I have found both fun and rewarding.

I do not have access to the video of the Welsh language lesson that I taught so I have not uploaded it, but I believe that the university will do this for me.  I enjoyed giving this lesson and using lots of Welsh in a lesson and will see how much I can incorporate into my lessons next year in my first teaching job.

Additional evidence provided on the following pages.























Examples of lesson slides bringing Welsh vocabulary into my lessons
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In every lesson I would flash up the Welsh language words and ask the class whether any of them knew, or could guess the meaning of the words on the slides.  Then reveal the answer.



PTE1 Personal Targets
For the last three weeks of PTE1 I had an ongoing target to use the Welsh language in every lesson.  This is demonstrated in my weekly reflection documentation and lesson plans.
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Examples of my weekly reflections



PTE1 Lesson Plan Examples
I also included this target in my lesson plans:
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Example lesson plan
PTE1 Mid Term Review
[image: ]In my mid-term review at the end of PTE1 my mentor commented that I had made a big effort to improve my Welsh language usage
Extract from mid-term review

Teacher Feedback
I also received some positive feedback from teachers  in my observation notes
[image: ]
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Examples of teacher feedback when I have used Welsh in lessons
Welsh Language Poem – Eisteddfod
My form class during PTE1 were learning a poem in Welsh for the school Eisteddfod.  During form time every morning for a couple of weeks I went through the poem with them and we practised speaking it out loud as they had to in the Eisteddfod. Over time, I stopped putting the poem up on the screen to test that they had memorised it.  I also asked a Welsh speaking friend of mine to record the poem so that the learners could hear the correct pronunciation.
I learned that by throwing myself into Welsh, even when I didn't understand the meaning of the words in the poem, I can help learners make progress with their own Welsh skills.
[image: ]
Picture of me going through the poem with my form class
Slides and recordings with correct pronunciation can be found on PowerPoint within my Welsh Competency folder.




[image: ]133 WordsWelsh words learned


	Word
	Last practiced
	
	Word
	Last practiced

	selsig
	yesterday
	
	gymraeg
	2 months ago

	chwaith
	yesterday
	
	fel
	2 months ago

	yfed
	yesterday
	
	ar fferm
	2 months ago

	cwrw
	yesterday
	
	cymraeg
	2 months ago

	bara
	yesterday
	
	actores
	2 months ago

	ddim
	yesterday
	
	theatr
	2 months ago

	dŵr
	yesterday
	
	siopwr
	2 months ago

	a
	yesterday
	
	heddwas
	2 months ago

	te
	yesterday
	
	mecanic
	2 months ago

	hoffi
	yesterday
	
	garej
	2 months ago

	dim
	yesterday
	
	actor
	2 months ago

	dych chi
	yesterday
	
	meddyg
	2 months ago

	da
	yesterday
	
	di-waith
	2 months ago

	pwy
	yesterday
	
	ysgrifenyddes
	2 months ago

	sut
	yesterday
	
	ysgrifennydd
	2 months ago

	dw i
	yesterday
	
	trydanwr
	2 months ago

	wedi blino
	yesterday
	
	gwraig tŷ
	2 months ago

	iawn
	yesterday
	
	gŵr tŷ
	2 months ago

	gwych
	yesterday
	
	drama
	2 months ago

	diolch
	yesterday
	
	cot law
	2 months ago

	yn waeth
	yesterday
	
	jîns
	2 months ago

	yn well
	yesterday
	
	gwisg ysgol
	2 months ago

	draig
	yesterday
	
	fest
	2 months ago

	nos
	yesterday
	
	siwmper
	2 months ago

	bore da
	yesterday
	
	blows
	2 months ago

	hwyl
	yesterday
	
	crys chwys
	2 months ago

	prynhawn
	yesterday
	
	teits
	2 months ago

	croeso
	yesterday
	
	gwregys
	2 months ago

	tegan
	yesterday
	
	dillad gaeaf
	2 months ago

	brecwast
	yesterday
	
	dillad ysgol
	2 months ago

	dych chi'n
	yesterday
	
	dillad
	2 months ago

	menyn
	yesterday
	
	esgidiau rhedeg
	2 months ago

	lemon
	yesterday
	
	gwerthu
	2 months ago

	swper
	yesterday
	
	sgert
	2 months ago

	yma
	yesterday
	
	tei
	2 months ago

	teganau
	yesterday
	
	siaced
	2 months ago

	smwddio
	yesterday
	
	cot
	2 months ago

	prynu
	yesterday
	
	ffrog
	2 months ago

	gwneud
	yesterday
	
	siwt
	2 months ago

	caws
	1 month ago
	
	menig
	2 months ago

	ond
	1 month ago
	
	esgidiau
	2 months ago

	mefus
	1 month ago
	
	trowsus
	2 months ago

	yn
	1 month ago
	
	orenau
	2 months ago

	y
	2 months ago
	
	dysgu
	2 months ago

	mewn
	2 months ago
	
	cerdded
	2 months ago

	gweithio
	2 months ago
	
	nofio
	2 months ago

	'r
	2 months ago
	
	cinio
	2 months ago

	newydd
	2 months ago
	
	golchi
	2 months ago

	ffermwr
	2 months ago
	
	hosan
	2 months ago

	ysgol
	2 months ago
	
	crys-t
	2 months ago

	swyddfa
	2 months ago
	
	sanau
	2 months ago

	yr
	2 months ago
	
	hosanau
	2 months ago

	athro
	2 months ago
	
	rhifo
	2 months ago

	sgarff
	2 months ago
	
	llysiau
	2 months ago

	siop
	2 months ago
	
	gwylio
	2 months ago

	nyrs
	2 months ago
	
	dych chi'n
	3 months ago

	het
	2 months ago
	
	cig
	3 months ago

	llong
	2 months ago
	
	teledu
	3 months ago

	tre
	2 months ago
	
	mwynhau
	3 months ago

	dre
	2 months ago
	
	pys
	3 months ago

	peintio
	2 months ago
	
	'n
	3 months ago

	llawr
	2 months ago
	
	cennin
	3 months ago

	nenfwd
	2 months ago
	
	bwyta
	3 months ago

	wal
	2 months ago
	
	dw i'n
	3 months ago

	gwisgo
	2 months ago
	
	coffi
	3 months ago

	athrawes
	2 months ago
	
	llaeth
	3 months ago

	crys
	2 months ago
	
	
	


Evidence from my university Welsh language lessons
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Oral and written communication
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