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Introduction
This essay will critically review two papers, focusing particularly on ethics and methodologies: “If I Knew You Were Coming, I’d Have Baked a Cake” The Folklore of Foreknowledge in a Neighborhood Group by Gillian Bennett, and Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation by T.L. Brink.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Gillian Bennett, “If I Knew You Were Coming, I’d Have Baked a Cake” the Folklore of Foreknowledge in a Neighborhood Group, in Out of the Ordinary, ed. by Barbara Walker (University Press of Colorado, 1995), pp. 122-42; T. L. Brink, 'Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation', Review of Religious Research, 20 (1978).] 

Overview
If I Knew You Were Coming focused on elderly women’s belief about knowledge of the future via astrology or psychic perceptions and appeared in Out of the Ordinary, a collection of essays published in 1995 which aim to place supernatural experience within the ordinary.[footnoteRef:2] Inconsistency of Belief focused on Catholic schoolgirls’ attitudes to religion, astrology and reincarnation, and appeared in Review of Religious Research in 1978, a journal facilitating research into religion within society.[footnoteRef:3] Both papers, therefore, appeared in specialised journals dealing with religious or supernatural phenomena, and both focused on female subjects, where Bennett focused on elderly women, and Brink focused on schoolgirls. [2:  Introduction. In: Out of the Ordinary, ed. by Barbara Walker (University Press of Colorado, 1995), pp.1-7.]  [3:  Kevin J. Flannelly, Review of Astrological Research, https://www.springer.com/journal/13644 [Accessed 17th May 2020].] 

Methodologies Employed
Bennett interviewed mostly elderly “middle-class” women and analysed the data using mixed-methods.[footnoteRef:4] Brink used questionnaires and quantitative analysis to examine beliefs of Catholic schoolgirls who came from “working class” backgrounds.[footnoteRef:5] Hennink, Hutter and Bailey demonstrated the need to conduct research in locations that “make the interviewee feel most at ease” and warned that “the presence of other people will influence the information that an interviewee is willing to share”, suggesting that research should take place in private settings appropriate to the participants’ comfort.[footnoteRef:6] However, Bennett conducted interviews whilst participants underwent medical treatment, having “recorded everything that was said”, whilst her father, the podiatrist, was present, and Brink “administered the questionnaire” to “whoever was in [mandatory] religion class that day”, presumably with a teacher present, which perhaps influenced, as per Hennink et al’s argument, the information the participants in both papers were willing to share.[footnoteRef:7] Hennink, Hutter and Bailey further warn that the researcher must ethically ensure the participants “are not coerced by the gatekeeper to take part in the research”, recognising that coercion includes social coercion.[footnoteRef:8] However, Bennet’s choice of location and presence of her father may have meant participants socially coerced into participating, whilst Brink’s mandatory classroom setting, might equally suggest that the participants would have found it difficult to refuse participation. Both papers, therefore, appear to have recruited women, from different social groups and ages, who may have felt coerced to participate, whilst the presence of others, and the settings chosen, may have influenced the honesty of their reports.  [4:  Bennett, If I Knew You Were Coming, p.127.]  [5:  Brink, Inconsistency of Belief, p.83.]  [6:  Monique Hennik; Inge Hutter; Ajay Bailey, ‘Qualitative Research Methods’ (Ashford, Sage Publications, 2013), pp. 120-123.]  [7:  Bennett, If I Knew You Were Coming, p. 127; Brink, Inconsistency of Belief, p.83.]  [8:  Hennink et al, Qualitative Research Methods, p.68.] 

Inconclusive Results
Neither paper demonstrates conclusive results. Brink, contrary to his assumed premise, concluded that “acceptance of one belief system was no assurance that incompatible beliefs would be rejected”, but the limitations of the quantitative survey meant that further insight or more nuanced explanation could not be teased out to explain why.[footnoteRef:9] Alan Bryman noted a problem with surveys where “subjects may be influenced by what they perceive to be the underlying aims of the investigation”, a problem which may apply to Brink’s schoolroom context, where participants may, for example, have imagined the classroom questionnaire was a school test, with right and wrong answers.[footnoteRef:10] Bryman concluded, however, that when “quantitative and qualitative research are jointly pursued, much more complete accounts of social reality can ensue”, but Brink, in the absence of qualitative research, admitted that the “survey raises more questions than it answers”, suggesting that Brink’s methodological exclusivity of quantitative data alone lead him to a dead-end in his research, once his hypothesis was not quantitatively confirmed.[footnoteRef:11]  [9:  Brink, Inconsistency of Belief, p.84.]  [10:  Alan Bryman, Quantity and Quality in Social Research, Contemporary Social Research Series (Unwin Hyman, 1988), pp.111-112]  [11:  Bryman, Quality and Quantity in Social Research, p.125; Brink, Inconsistency of Belief, p.84.] 

Bennet, conversely, employed mixed-methods, but formed conclusions not deduced from her research, particularly centring a conclusion on the women’s belief that their “natural role is to support, nurse, helpmate”, a subject not enquired by the research, in turn based on the women’s “age, class and religion”, which was information derived from her father’s gossip rather than interview-based research itself.[footnoteRef:12] Bennett further categorised omen belief as passive, and concluded that omen belief in women was due to similar gender restrictions, but then also noted that more men than women believed in omens, contradicting the notion that perceived gender roles played a major part.[footnoteRef:13] Bennett’s conclusions were based on these arguments, which, therefore, appear not to be actually sourced in her research data, placing a question mark on its validity.  [12:  Bennett, If I Knew You Were Coming, p. 133.]  [13:  Bennett, If I Knew You Were Coming, pp. 139-140.] 

The methodologies employed by both papers arguably have restricted the scope and surety of what can be concluded from the research, in Brink’s case the quantitative nature of the study restricts nuance of belief, whilst Bennett’s conclusions appear not derived from the research.
Conclusion
Bennet and Brink focus on women’s belief in supernatural or religious phenomena, with Brink focusing on working-class schoolgirls, and Bennett on elderly middle-class women. The participants of both papers may have felt coerced to participate, and included the presence of others during the research, which, alongside the settings chosen, may not encourage honest responses. The methodologies employed by both papers restrict the scope of insight capable of being extracted from the research, with Brink accepting a dead-end with quantitative data, and with Bennett pushing a gender narrative not derived from her research data but instead driven by her father’s gossip, with the research data itself at times contradicting it. 
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