Water – Plastic – Human relations in Gozo
[bookmark: _GoBack]I have already completed three weeks of field work in Gozo, Malta, which has led my research into Posthumanist discussions of water’s agency through phenomenological experiences of drinking, and PET plastics are entwined with this through the plastic water bottle industry and my experiences with water in Gozo in July 2019.
This block I have completed my introduction, Literature Review and Methodology.
My introduction and my literature review have merged together, which wasn’t my initial plan, but the writing flows better that way. 
I begin by describing my personal interest in the topic and what writing had influenced that (Quoting some of Milton (1993, 1996) here as I first discuss environmentalism). I use a Greta Thunberg speech to highlight the contemporary movement of environmentalism, and hence attempt to situate my writing in a contemporarily valid discussion. This also allows me to discuss the malleable nature of ontologies and bring in Ingold’s discussion of ‘Perceptual Relativism’ (Ingold, 2000), as well as discuss Barad’s posthumanism and posthuman performative (Barad, 2007, pp. 135-136). Discussions of Agency follow this; acknowledging Gell’s 1998 writing (Gell 1998), but also highlighting its shortcomings, and overcoming them by looking at Ingold’s 2006 writing Materials against Materiality. This is the first time materiality is discussed, and it leads to discussions of the New Materialities movement. Where I reference the writing of Attala (2017) and Fayers-Kerr (2019) as examples of the way that alternative ontologies have been presented through the new materialities lens, which have influenced my understanding of that strand of theory.
Following this introduction to the theoretical literature on the broadness of my theoretical standpoint, I narrow down to discussions of water and plastic; quoting Strang’s (2015) discussion of water in Water: Nature and Culture, Strang highlights the broad global context of water and offers an opportunity for me to discuss the narrowing down of my research to unique aspects of the human- water relationship. This is followed by Gabrys et. Al. (2013) Accumulation: The Material Politics of Plastic, and Hawkins et. Al. (2015) Plastic Water. These writings highlight the contemporary discussions surrounding water and plastic.
This introduction shows the basis for my understandings of literature, and the influence they have on my writing, (although there are a few theories such as ‘Modern Water’ (Linton, 2015) and Neimanis, (2016) bodies of water: Posthuman Feminist Phenomenology which I will be discussing later, but I am not sure whether to put them in the literature review or just speak about them in the discussion).

This is followed by the methodology, which covers my reasons for choosing fieldwork location, and the social and climatic factors which influenced the experience of fieldwork. Study Population is discussed, and the issues with the broadness of it. Ingold’s ‘Perceptual Relativism’ (Ingold, 2000 p.15) is given space here, as I believe it affects positionality and I discuss the difficulty in the choice of words used to describe different things. Ethics and confidentiality are spoken of, quoting ASA guidelines and Hennink et. Al. (2011).
Fieldwork Techniques and the use of triangulation in my fieldwork is highlighted, quoting Pritchard, (2012). Informal Interviews, formal interviews and voice recordings (Symond and Cassell (2012)). Pink’s (2001) discussion of interviews is used to highlight the contextuality of data collected, as I think that is important to mention. Localism is discussed further using Symon and Cassell (2012, p. 243). Sensory research and Participant observation are spoken about here with reference to Hennink et. Al. (2011). I use Pink’s (2001) writing to theoretically contextualise my experiences of photography and videos in fieldwork. My use of a reflective fieldwork diary uses Taussig (2003) to quote, and is followed by a discussion of the limitations and difficulties faced in fieldwork.
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