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Slide 1 introduction
Little Miss Sunshine is a 2006 American tragicomedy road film, costing eight million dollars to produce and making a good hundred million dollars at the box office.
 The film was directed by Jonathan Dayton and Valerie Ferris, the husband and wife team from California. 
Fun fact, critically acclaimed Little Miss Sunshine was the couple’s film directing debut, previously, they had been mainly filming music videos for bands such as ‘Oasis’ and the ‘Red Hot Chili Peppers’.
 The script was written by Michael Arndt in 2000, Arndt was born in Virginia and Little Miss Sunshine was his first successful script.
 Another fun fact, 8 weeks before the film released at the Sundance Film Festival he re wrote the ending.
 The film, which took 5 years to make, follows the dysfunctional Hoover family as they pile into a VW bus and head to California for their daughter’s beauty pageant. The family consists of Olive, a seven-year-old girl who has one dream: winning a beauty pageant. Her dad Richard is a struggling wannabe Self Help speaker, obsessed with getting a book deal. Sheryl, her mother, is just trying to keep everyone happy and her family together. Her granddad Edwin, a drug addict who has the role of being Olive’s dance coach. Her pessimistic brother Dwayne, who has taken a vow of silence until he becomes an Air Force pilot and finally, her uncle Frank, who has been made to live with them after his suicide attempt. The film follows a long run of disasters leading up to Olive’s Little Miss Sunshine Competition.
The sequence I am going to look at today is the hospital scene. Where Richard, the father, makes the decision to carry on with the journey and take dead grandad to the pageant with them. I have chosen this scene because I think it is the defining moment when the family completely lose the plot, but at the same time the family work as a team and become closer than ever.
Slide 2
The scene starts with some quite long mid shots of the family in the hospital around the covered corpse of dead grandpa. I think this is used to build emotion in the audience as you can clearly see the characters facial expressions and from this get a good idea of how they’re feeling. The long, lengthy shots are also good at giving the impression that something is going to happened and building suspense.
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Implemented in the mid shots is an also quiet long handheld tracking shot of Richard as he walks over to his dads’ body and looks at him.
This shot engages the audience by helping them feel as if they are in the room with the characters and viewing the situation at a realistic perspective. This shot is also especially more affective as it is shot at eye level with some of the characters so seems to give their perspective.
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So, let’s now look at this location in the scene and how it is lit. Overall, the scene is lit naturally although throughout there is a cold blue tint to the room. I think this is used by the director to communicate certain emotions that they want the audience to feel, in this case to portray a sense of sadness, depression and death. The naturalistic lighting combined with the realistic sound of hustle and bustle coming from the hospital around them, increases and emphasise how realistic these feelings are and how clinical and cold the locations are. 
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This shot reverse shot is a classic editing technique used to transition between multiple characters when they are speaking to each other.
The shot allows you to see from each character’s perspective, this in conjunction with over the shoulder shots give you the opportunity to further engage with what is happening on screen. For example, if this was shot wide with both characters on either side of the frame talking to one another, it wouldn’t draw you in and make you feel like you are part of the action like an over the shoulder shot would. It would in fact have the opposite effect and exclude you from the conversation and just allow you to observe from an awkward angle, as if being pointed at the action instead of being in the action. 
The scene also contains a lot of mid 2 shots of Frank and Dwayne, in fact, there are no shots of either Dwayne or Frank on their own, they are always placed together. The characters are even pretty much wearing the same thing. I think this is to emphasise that the characters have an important relationship throughout the film, both characters have similar yet unique personalities and both seem to relate to each other and get on the most out of the family. 
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I also noticed something interesting about Richard. Richard is mourning on his own during this scene, which also shows a clear disconnect in the family. His father has just died and yet Dwayne and Frank are together, Sheryl and Olive are together, but Richard is isolated and on his own. I think this really shows that the death of Edwin, the grandad, has still not properly brung the family close when usually you’d think something like that would do this.
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This is a breakthrough moment for Richard after his ideas about self-improvement and success have been belittled throughout the film , in this scene he is taken seriously for once and it is obviously a surprise, he is for the first time in control of his family.
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This shot I thought was interesting, a long 180-degree pan following characters Dwayne and Frank as they leave the building at the end holding a frame . The lady they were previously arguing with is just outside and on the phone. This is used to increase suspense and make the audience think that she could hang up and come in at any moment, catching them in the act.
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 After Richard reveals his plan to take the body with them there is an obvious change in the editing. After they have decided that they are going to go ahead with the crazy idea the cuts become much quicker, jumping quickly to different angles to create a more frantic and nervous atmosphere, also building tension in the audience. 
The introduction of the music adds a level of drama, the score starts with some low drums which in my opinion resemble a heartbeat, sending a subconscious message to the audience that they are under pressure. The music continues to build as they progress, including different instruments to make the sound louder.
When there’s a risk or indication that they might get busted the music dies down again to a more minimal sound, for example when Olive makes a hand gesture that someone is coming and when the police arrive, this is another device to build tension and suspense.
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Music in film is very import, it can be used to enhance the storytelling or help in conveying an emotion. One of the greatest functions of music in this scene is to create atmosphere. The whistling is reminiscent of an old cowboy film giving the impression that they are now outside the law .
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There are more Handheld tracking shots as they are running through the carpark with the body. This again is to make you feel as if you are there with them and gives a much more intimate effect on a shot. The cuts are very fast now conveying a sense of energy and chaos. 
As the bus exits the frame the music that was building drops showing that they have successfully made their getaway.
I chose to end my sequence with a great wide shot following the family van as it passes under several bridges at the start of the next scene. In my opinion this shot is important as it acts as a metaphor for the family overcoming or passing a big challenge.
That has been my presentation. Thank you very much for your attention and time.


