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Evidence Based Policing & Applications
Introduction
Classical School of Criminology explains the concept of crime and punishment, using similar words and concepts to traditional public schools. In particular, the movement to end crime is termed "public-order policing". The concept and philosophy of crime and punishment are different to modern public-order policing. This page outlines classical crime and punishment: crimes are violent crimes that inflict physical injury on another person; punishments for crimes are the penalty that justice requires and which society chooses. It explains that public-order policing combines public-order policing with that crime. 
The proponents of classical criminology also tend to emphasize the principles of deterrence and punishment. They argue that the role of deterrence and discipline is to enable citizens to act responsibly and provide some degree of deterrence in the situation where ordinary citizens are forced to resort to crime to feed their families, to offer themselves and their families some basic security, and to protect themselves from punishments that will have an undesirable impact on their careers (Braga, 2019, p 32). This practice is considered the source of crime; in contrast, deterring criminals should enable citizens to refrain from criminal behaviour. 
Some of the classical schools of classical criminology include;
Rational Choice Theory states that criminals make decisions before committing crime to prevent apprehension. For this reason, criminals know what to do to avoid apprehension and they do their best to ensure apprehensions not made. 
Deterrence explains that punishment should deter criminals from committing the crime. Most of the criminals make a choice of participating in crime due to the pusishment associated with it. To counter these crimes, punishment linked to them should outweigh the crime itself.
Positive School of Criminology: This school of thought depicts that inequality and poverty are economic and social elements that contribute to crime and that the offenders are made by their environment. It instructs reforms in social and economic areas to lower crime rate since punishment cannot solely used to deter crime.  
 
Evidence-based policing predicated on the notion that police should make decisions based on the best available evidence, not instinct or precedent. It is a type of intelligence-led policing that aims to comprehend crime and criminality by considering the variables that affect criminal behavior, such as the environment, the population, the economy, and society (Cowen, 2019, p 58). Police can more effectively target their resources and methods to reduce crime by researching crime patterns and trends. Targeting high-risk regions, spotting repeat criminals, and creating preventative measures are all made easier by evidence-based policing. In the end, evidence-based policing helps police create more successful crime prevention measures and offers insight into the causes of crime. 

Models Of Evidence-Based Policing
SARA (Scanning, Analysis, Response, Assessment), Problem-Oriented Policing (POP), and HotSpot Policing are examples of evidence-based policy models. These models stress the need to utilize data and research to guide policing choices and the necessity of partnerships and cooperation between the police and the community.
Problem-Oriented Policing (POP): Problem-Oriented Policing (POP) is a model of policing that employs data and research to pinpoint certain issues in the neighborhood before utilizing problem-solving tactics to provide solutions. POP promotes cooperation and partnerships between the police and the community and involves working with the community to develop tactics specific to the community's needs (Braga, 2019, p 30). Instead of merely dealing with it, POP aims to prevent crime. 
By first detecting trends in theft, such as when and where it occurs, and then researching the root causes of the issue, problem-oriented policing (POP) can be utilized to combat theft. This research is a part of looking at social and economic factors that are causing problems, such as unemployment, poverty, and limited access to resources. Problem-oriented policing can be used to create strategies to address these reasons once the causes have been determined (Cowen, 2019, p 60). In addition to working with the community to establish crime prevention tactics, such as offering services and programmes to assist people in need, these strategies could entail sending more police officers to locations where theft occurs. Problem-oriented policing involves collaborating with the local population to create stronger enforcement tactics, such as deploying surveillance technologies or stepping up patrols.
Four steps—scanning, analysis, response, and assessment—make up the SARA (Scanning, Analysis, Response, Assessment) policing model. Gathering information about the neighbourhood and spotting potential issues are part of scanning. Analyzing the data entails identifying the root causes of the issues. Creating solutions requires creating plans to deal with the issues. Evaluation of the strategies' efficacy constitutes assessment. 
SARA can be applied to track theft trends and examine the root causes of the issue in the fight against theft; this could entail examining social and economic factors that may be causing the issue, such as unemployment, poverty, and lack of accessible resources. SARA can be used to create plans to address these causes once the causes have been discovered (Braga, 2019, p 30). In addition to working with the community to establish crime prevention tactics, such as offering services and programmes to assist people in need, these strategies could entail sending more police officers to locations where theft occurs. Moreover, SARA could collaborate with the neighborhood to create more efficient enforcement techniques, such as deploying surveillance technologies or increasing patrols.
HotSpot Policing is a policy that concentrates on reducing crime in certain high-crime regions by focusing on such locations. In addition to sending more police officers to the targeted region, hotspot policing involves collaborating with the local community to create crime-reduction plans (Braga, 2019, p 30). It highlights the value of cooperation between the police and the community and focuses on enforcement and prevention tactics, such as community outreach and involvement. 
When preventing theft, HotSpot Policing can pinpoint locations where theft is happening and send more police officers there. Moreover, HotSpot Policing could entail collaborating with the neighborhood to identify potential reasons for the theft, such as deprivation of resources, unemployment, and poverty, and developing plans to address those reasons. These tactics could entail boosting community involvement and outreach as well as offering resources and programmes to assist individuals in need. The strategies' efficacy might then be assessed to ensure they lower theft in the targeted locations.

Strength and Weakness of classical criminology and evidence-based policing.
Strength of Classical Criminology 
Classical criminology's emphasis on free will and the ability to make decisions is one of its other strengths. People should be held accountable for the decisions they make because they are capable of doing so. This theory gave rise to utilitarianism, which contends that the goal of punishment should be to achieve the greatest good for the largest possible number of individuals. Because of this, the fundamental goal of punishment has shifted from vengeance to deterrence and rehabilitation.
Weakness of Classical Criminology 
According to the traditional criminology school of thought, sanctions that outweigh the possible pleasure of committing the crime can dissuade criminal activity since people are logical and accountable for their acts. Classical criminology significantly impacted the creation of criminal justice systems, but it has come under fire for not paying enough attention to social and environmental aspects. This school of thinking primarily disregarded the reality that social injustices like poverty and mental illness significantly impact crime and criminal behavior. 
Classical criminology can be viewed as a method of social control that ignores the underlying societal concerns that cause crime by concentrating entirely on deterrence through punishment. Moreover, because classical criminology primarily addresses punishment, it ignores the underlying causes of crime. It does not effectively assist those who have committed crimes in their rehabilitation or provide them with social services.
Strength of Evidence-based Policy 
Using data or evidence supported by research to guide decisions made inside a company or institution is the strength of evidence-based policy. This approach uses empirical data to assess the potency of various approaches and tactics. As a result, organisations are able to make decisions based on facts rather of feelings or intuition, which is useful since it increases the likelihood that the methods and policies chosen will be effective. Also, it reduces the likelihood of implementing strategies that might be unsuccessful or detrimental to the company. Evidence-based policy has the advantage of making evaluating programme efficacy and identifying areas for improvement easier.



Weakness of Evidence-based policy 
One of the weaknesses of Evidence-based policy is that its hard to verify the research findings. This results to continuous analysis of data for inferences to be made. Another key issue is that it cannot handle complex social problems such as inequality or poverty due to their difficulty in evaluation and measurement. 
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