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Methodology 

 Anthropological approach

 How does heritage translate into materiality?

 Literature 

 Maps

 Questionnaire 

 Visit local areas 

 Dive briefs

 Chats

 First hand inspection: photos 

 Scottish heritage report on Scapa Flow

 Environmental agencies report

 Map Orkney Islands https://www.scotland-inverness.co.uk/orkney.htm
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Background

 First discovered by the Vikings (c.800AD).

 Recorded on a seventeenth century English map

 A military defence base was started around the Scapa Flow

 Therefore it was a recognised Naval Base within the United Kingdom 

(UK) before the outbreak of WWI in 1914

 The scuttling of the German Fleet here in June 1919.

 Recovery

 The first attempt to salvage these ships was made by the Royal Navy 

between 1919 and 1920



Hazards

 Environmental factors such as weather conditions on sea and land,

 Tidal factors and currents,

 Physical concerns to shipping 

 What impact the associated pollutants have on the local marine life

 Erosion of steel in air and sea water.

 Hazards to divers viewing wrecks

B.Dymond 2019 ship in bay Scapa Flow



Heritage, Preservation and Tourism

 How is it protected? National and Maritime legislation 

 When did Scapa Flow become a heritage site? Land and sea.

 Land and marine life.

 Who is involved?

 Who owns the ships?

 When did it become a tourist site for divers?

 The Museum

 Living off the heritage: social and local impact

 Where is the Scapa Flow narrative to be found? 



Summary

 Initially, my interest was the preservation of the WWI wrecks

 However this research has developed into a broader enquiry, considering all 

aspects of the area, including preserving the heritage and considering the 

local environment and the tourism based economy of the Orkneys

B.Dymond 2019 S.M.S Brummer
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