Critically reflect on your progress in planning, preparing and teaching lessons that incorporate specific pedagogical principles. (This evidence should be taken from you Professional Learning Passport –PLP.)
Identify up to three of these pedagogical principles as an area for development and justify the next steps in your development
Ecad6008 PART 2 

Throughout this assignment I will critically asses four lessons that incorporate four pedagogical principles. This includes, ‘employing a broad repertoire of teaching approaches’ ‘reinforce cross-curricular responsibilities’ and ‘using assessment for learning to accelerate progress,’ ‘creating authentic contexts for learning’. following the reflections I will distinguish the aspects of creating authentic contexts for learning and how my knowledge and practice can be developed further by assessing current literature on authentic contexts. Finch (2023) proposed authentic contexts to be a focus on connecting what children learn in the classroom which they can then apply these skills in real life contexts at home, and in everyday situations. It is a way to foster passion in learners, to enable them to gain more meaningful experiences. Hwb (2023) expresses that learning is most effective when learners engage in experiences that stimulate their interests, ignite imagination, inspire curiosity, and promote positive dispositions.

Importance of using real-life authentic contexts in learning 
Authentic learning is a pedagogical approach that integrates learning activities in the context of their potential applications. McKillop (2021) states, that these activities may relate to counting or using real money to solve real life problems. The qualified teaching standards also known as QTS standards, referred to real- life authentic contexts to extend learning in a cultural, linguistic, religious, and socio-economic experience (Welsh Government, 2019, p. 32.). During the session that I taught I ensured to incorporate real coins to enhance the children’s learning throughout their Platinum Jubilee lesson, this then relates to the opportunity for children to experience authentic contexts in their learning. Finch (2023) expresses that providing authentic contexts in the classroom is important for children to learn as they can apply what they have learned to real-world contexts they will encounter in their future. Estyn (2017, P.50.) protests that real life contexts capture children’s interests through stimulating learning, this allows for planning and teaching to link effectively when all children’s needs are met. Planning authentic learning experiences which engage children will effectively allow them to progress within their learning. Children will actively take on their own learning when they are given open-ended, real-life resources, which will spark their learning curiosity. Welsh Government (2022) elucidate real-life experiences can enable children to take the lead in asking questions, identifying problems, taking risks, and finding solutions. This can create opportunities for children to apply what they learn to real-life situations as it helps them to understand the purpose of their learning and can enhance well-being, self-esteem, and resilience. 
Piaget (1954) expressed that for children to be engaged with their learning their experiences must connect their new knowledge with their prior understanding. Brown, Collins, & Duguid (1989) further states that a meaningful context that conducts the real world into the classroom environment is key to promoting learning. Oura (2001, p.68) states coins to be an authentic material, authentic materials allow children to use resources that are based on real life contexts and it gives learners a real purpose along with the understanding of dealing with real world objects (Al Azri & Al-rashdi, 2014, p. 250). Gower, Philips & Walters (1995, p. 83) questions the positives of real authentic resources as they need to match every learner’s ability. They state that a teacher cannot provide authentic resources thinking every pupil will understand the purpose of them. Throughout the enhanced provision some children were confused as to what the pennies were for as well as recognising the numbers on them. The learner’s ability is a major factor to focus on, it is important as a teacher to explore a material which is easy for all of children to understand as well as being interesting. 



Also, the role of the teacher includes creating environments where students are encouraged to think and explore. Accordingly, teachers provide students with information-rich environments and create authentic tasks that provide students with reasons and rationales for learning.


 


Pupil voice one aspect of authentic context 

Piaget play based learning and authentic context learning 

Assessment 


Part 2 
· What type of assessment did you use in your PLP
· Why did you use it? 
· Who agrees that its useful
· Who disagrees with its usefulness
· Has someone else adapted this assessment style?
· How could improve this assessment style for future use?
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