Section 2
As stated by the Welsh Government (2020), "All children and young people are unique and learn in different ways." The importance of the unique child lies in their role as the bearers of the future, the generators of innovative ideas, and the problem solvers who will contribute to making the world a better place.

Every child is unique in the world of education, with their own set of talents, skills, and perspectives. Understanding and appreciating this uniqueness is crucial for creating a welcoming and inclusive learning environment. (Welsh Government ,2020). That is, no two children will learn in the same way. As stated by the Welsh Government (2020) "All children and young people are unique and learn in different ways. As regards as to why a unique child is important, the unique child is important because they represent the future. They are the ones who will produce innovative ideas, solve problems in new ways, and make the world a better place. It is our responsibility to ensure that all children can reach their full potential, regardless of their background or abilities. The Children and Families Act (2014) claims that "every child has the right to be treated as an individual".  
While current assessments used in educational systems are especially important in evaluating a child's progress and development. It is important to question whether these assessments truly recognize and celebrate each child's uniqueness. The assessment of children is an essential part of the educational process. According to Edgington et al. (1998), teachers need to know what children understand and can do to plan effectively for development and progress. Drummond (1993) argues that assessment is about seeing children's learning, understanding it, and then putting our understanding to effective use. Furthermore, Broadfoot (1996) believes that assessment is the most potent policy in education because it can be used to highlight the advantages and drawbacks of individuals, institutions, and even entire educational systems. It can also be used as a tremendous source of leverage to bring about change.  
Hence, The Foundation Stage profile (QCA, 2003) formalized assessment procedures for recording children's development. With the introduction of the Curriculum for Wales 2022, Wales educational curriculum has undergone substantial modifications. It now places a more child-centered and holistic evaluation approach, shifting away from traditional age-related expectations (Welsh Government, Curriculum for Wales 2022). In support of the idea that assessments should be customized to each child's unique development, this essay critically assesses the efficacy of learning stories and progression steps as found in the Wales curriculum. 
  In Wales, various assessments are used to track the progress of children and young people including ASRAs (age and stage-related assessments), learning stories and progression steps. ASRAs for instance, evaluate children's progress in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) and Key Stage 2 curriculums offering   an overview of how each kid is progressing in several areas of learning.  (Welsh Government, 2020). However, our focus will be on learning stories and progression steps used to assess children.  
To begin, the most common ways of gathering information on children for assessing their progress is through learning stories.  Carr (2001) defines learning stories as observation in everyday contexts aimed to produce a cumulative sequence of qualitative snapshots or written vignettes of individual children. These stories can be used to document children's attitudes and dispositions such as amount of attention, involvement, persistence, and ability to communicate a concept or a feeling. Furthermore, the learning stories are meaningful and highlight the emphasis for future interventions for the practitioner, parent, and child together. Also, Nutbrown (2004) stated that Learning stories are a formative assessment used to capture and evaluate children's learning and development. They are usually authored by instructors or practitioners and concentrate on the child's unique learning journey. Furthermore, Arthur & Lund (2017) highlight that Learning Stories are narrative assessments used in early childhood education to document a child's unique experiences, hobbies, and development., Hence, Assessment in this environment becomes more than just a record of the individual child's isolated skills, and structured observation is critical to success. (Anning et al., 2004). As Clark (2007) claims that, learning stories can help practitioners provide a highly engaging atmosphere to compensate for various inadequacies in children's home situations.  
Progression steps, however, offer a new way of assessing children's progress in the Curriculum for Wales. They are based on the four purposes of the curriculum and describe what learners should be able to do at various stages of their learning. (Welsh Government, 2022). While learning stories and progression steps have their advantages, it is vital to examine whether they are appropriate for all children. Given that each child is unique, their learning experiences will differ. As a result, assessments must be adaptable and flexible to accommodate individual differences. The Welsh Government (2015) underscores the need for personalized learning and encourages teachers to design evaluations to recognize each child's uniqueness in line with the Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018, which emphasizes the provision of inclusive education that addresses the unique needs of each learner.  
In summary, both learning stories and progression steps possess their strengths and weaknesses. Careful Evaluation of these two assessment tools is necessary to determine the most appropriate one for each child. In contrast, evaluating these two assessments, learning stories excel in recognizing a child's uniqueness since they are personalized and provide a holistic view of a child's progress. (Seifert,2006) However, they may be time-consuming and subjective, requiring   rigorous training for educators. Learning stories also excel in child-centered and focus on the child's specific learning experience (Nutbrown, 2004) In addition to this, learning stories can be used to track children's growth over time (Welsh Government, 2020). Furthermore, learning stories can be used to inform teaching and learning (Welsh Government, 2022). Nonetheless learning stories have disadvantages as previously mentioned. This view is supported by (Welsh Government (2023) which notes that learning stories can be time-consuming. The Assessment Reform Group (2016) also points out that learning stories may be subjective and reflect the teacher's biases making it difficult to compare learning stories to other assessment instruments (Welsh Government, 2020).  
On the other hand, progression steps offer certain advantages. They are curriculum-based and can be used to ensure that students are progressing towards the desired learning outcomes (Welsh Government, 2022). Additionally, Progression steps can be used to identify youngsters who require further assistance (Welsh Government, 2020).However, they may have limitations as Progression steps can narrow in focus and may not examine all areas of a child's development (Assessment Reform Group, 2016).Furthermore, they  can be prescriptive and may not be flexible enough to fulfil the requirements of all children (Welsh Government, 2023), making them  challenging for both children and teachers (Welsh Government, 2020).  
In conclusion, both learning stories and progression steps have their advantages and disadvantages. Selecting the appropriate assessment tool for each child depends on their unique needs. Learning stories are an excellent choice for children still developing their language abilities or who need more learning support (Nutbrown, 2004). They are also well suited for children learning in a bilingual or multilingual setting. For children who are ready for a more difficult assessment, progression steps are a viable option (Welsh Government, 2022). They are also an excellent option for children who are getting ready to go on to the next stage of their education.  
To evaluate children's growth, many educators in Wales have chosen to combine learning stories with progression steps benefiting from the strengths of both assessments. As the Assessment Reform Group (2016) has noted, learning stories and progression steps have both been criticized for being subjective and time-consuming. Despite these critiques, both learning stories and progression steps continue to be valuable instruments for assessing young children's development in the early years of Wales. Teachers and practitioners can ensure they are giving children the best support to reach their full potential by critically analyzing both assessment methods. Also, assessment should reflect the individual development of a child enabling teachers and other professionals to provide children with the best possible support (Welsh Government, 2020) By understanding each child's individual strengths, limitations and interests, teachers and practitioners can adapt their teaching and learning to meet the need of learners, identifying those who may require additional support.(Curriculum for Wales, 20220  
 To sum up, the assessments currently employed in Wales including learning stories and progression steps are essential to appreciating and honoring the individuality of each child. These assessments contribute to a child's overall development and offer insightful information about their educational path. Nevertheless, it is critical to recognize that to account for individual differences, assessments must be adaptive and flexible. (Welsh Government, 2022). prioritizing personalized assessments within Wales education system can foster a more effective and inclusive environment that values and appreciates each child's unique abilities The National Professional Learning Offer (NPLO) and the Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 both establish principles that offer educators guidance and support in implementing these changes into practice.  
  
   
 

