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Does the renting of the veil of the Jewish Temple at the death of Jesus the Messiah in Jewish-Christianity render substance-dualism obsolete?


	Aims and Objectives: Nodau ac Amcanion

To Investigate:
· the mind/body concepts in Jewish-Christianity in relation to philosophical concepts of Substance-Dualism[footnoteRef:1] in Christianity, and Materialism in Science. [1:  Jonathan J. Loose, Angus J. L. Menuge, J. P. Moreland, (Eds) Blackwell’s Companion to Substance Dualism, John Wiley and Sons Inc., (Oxford: 2018)., p.1] 

· whether the substance of the ‘light-body’ or ‘light-mind' is man’s true reality or the fleshly, material substance that constitutes our experience and understanding of the body today.  
· Whether the split between the substances of matter and spirit, mind and body can be reconciled, and the concept of a material body completely transformed by the concept of the ‘light body’.

	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
Introduction
In Christianity the concept of substance-dualism has been used to describe and understand the dualistic ideas of spirit and flesh, mind, and matter with the separation of two differing substances occurring at death.  This research will investigate Christian concepts of mind and body within the context of present scientific research on religious experience and argue that after the death and resurrection of Jesus, a more holistic approach than substance-dualism might provide a better explanation of mind and body in Christianity.
Statement of the Problem
Reviewing the research by Margaret Barker on Temple Theology in her book the Great High Priest[footnoteRef:2] and on the Jewish Temple by Professor Rachel Elior in her book The Three Temples[footnoteRef:3], it seems no research has examined the meaning of the Jewish Temple as a dualistic split between heaven and earth, mind and body, flesh and spirit and explored these concepts in relation to the present understanding of the material world and Jesus’s death and resurrection. [2:  Margaret Barker, The Great High Priest: The Temple Roots of Christian Liturgy, T&T Clarke Ltd (London: 2003).]  [3:  Rachel Elior, The Three Temples, The Litman Library of Jewish Civilization, (Oxford: 2004).] 

Background/Purpose/Rationale
The veil of the Jewish Temple as explained by Philo and Josephus was composed of four materials representing the material elements of earth, water, air, and fire[footnoteRef:4].  During Jesus’s messianic ministry, the body became the Temple, and after his death the rent veil/curtain his flesh[footnoteRef:5]. If the veil of the temple depicted matter and the presence of God beyond the veil within the Holy of Holies is energy[footnoteRef:6] and intelligent mind[footnoteRef:7], is it possible by the transformation of the human mind from, sin, attachment, and illusion[footnoteRef:8], to transform a material body into a ‘light body’ or ’light mind’ as seen in Jesus’s resurrection and in the Buddhist rainbow body[footnoteRef:9] and what would this mean for substance-dualism? [4:  Josephus, War 5:212-213; Ant. 3:138-144; Philo, Quaestiones in Exodum 2:85, cf. Mos 2:88]  [5:  In Hebrews 10 at his death, Jesus opened,” … a new and life-giving way through the curtain into the Most Holy Place. The Bible, The New Testament, Hebrews 10:20, The New Living Translation.]  [6: There is a link between matter and mind or divine consciousness through the energy of the presence of God, as experienced in the power (Luke 8:46, NIV) of the Holy Spirit baptism and in the First Temple, where the priests could not stand up to minister to the people because the glory cloud was so powerful (1 Kings 8:11; 2 Chronicles 5:14).This experience of the Holy Spirit being energy is my own experience of baptism when the energy was so powerful I could not stand up in it and the energy felt like viscous oil that circulated around my heart.]  [7:  On one occasion, when I was baptised in the Holy Spirit, the congregation was asked to pair off and practice the healing ministry.  When the pastor asked the Holy Spirit to come the power came down my left arm and into the lady I was ministering to, making her shake. This was the only time I did not experience the energy come onto my body which always made it impossible to stand up.  I felt that the presence had to be intelligent to direct the power in that way and not just energy without a mind.  The presence knew if it anointed me full on my body, I would fall over and not be able to minister to my partner.]  [8:  “Both Buddhists and Christians are in complete agreement in asserting that we are seriously at fault in being attached to the things of this world and to ourselves; and in this matter there are a lot of resemblances between the warnings and exhortations to be found in their respective scriptures”. 
H. Hudson, ‘Buddhist Teaching about Illusion’, Rel. Stud. 7, pp. 141 – 151, p. 144.]  [9:  Francis V. Tiso, Rainbow Body and Resurrection: Spiritual Attainment, the Dissolution of the Material Body and the Case of Khenp A Cho, North Atlantic Books, (California, USA: 2016).
] 


Science has researched the Buddhist meditative practice called ‘Thukdam[footnoteRef:10]’. Buddhists claim that after death if light can be seen in the body something of consciousness remains and the body will stay supple only decaying when the light leaves the body. The rainbow body is the transformation of the material body into a light body[footnoteRef:11], after death[footnoteRef:12].  Jesus’s transfiguration was similar “… his face shining as the sun, and his garments became white as the light[footnoteRef:13]”; light and energy becoming essential components in transformation. [10:  Dylan T. Lott, Tenzin Yeshi,[…], Richard J. Davidson, ‘No Detectable Electroencephalographic Activity After Clinical Declaration of Death Among Tibetan Buddhist Meditators in Apparent Tukdam, a Putative Postmortem Meditation State’, Frontiers in Psychology, January 2021, Vol.11, Art. 599190, doi:10.3389/fpsyg.2020.599190, www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7876463,[Accessed on 12 October, 2021]; The strange case of the dead-but-not-dead Tibetan monks- Big Think, https://bigthink.com/health/thukdam-study [accessed on 26 October 2021]. Russian scientists establish Buddhist meditative state, https://www.sify.com/news/russian-scientists-establish-buddhist-meditative-state-news-national-vfgi4ubgdafih.html
[accessed on 26 October 2021]. “Her body’s light reduced over the days and when it started decomposing, it was a sign for us that she had finally passed” 90-year-old Bengaluru woman in ‘thukdam’, or post-death meditative state, surprises scientists, 22 December, 2020, https://lifestyle.livemint.com/news/big-story/90-year-old-bengaluru-woman-in-thukdam-or-post-death-meditative-state-surprises-scientists-111608558030064.html [accessed on 26 October 2021]]  [11:  Francis V. Tiso, Rainbow Body and Resurrection: Spiritual Attainment, the Dissolution of the Material Body and the Case of Khenp A Cho, North Atlantic Books, (California, USA: 2016).]  [12:  Francis V. Tiso, Rainbow Body and Resurrection: Spiritual Attainment, the Dissolution of the Material Body and the Case of Khenp A Cho, North Atlantic Books, (California, USA: 2016).]  [13:  Matt 17:2.] 


Buddhists describe the material world as an illusion[footnoteRef:14]. Quantum physicists sometimes describe it the same way: Lee Smolin says, “Quantum physics tells us, no it screams at us, that reality is not composed of things.  It is made up of processes …[footnoteRef:15]” The physicist Hans Peter Durr said after 50 years of research he concluded matter does not exist and life is a series of happenings: Quantum Physics and Creativity – Hans Peter Durr and Deepak Chopra Part 1 https://youtu.be/WUaT3IoCvkA and Part 2 https://youtu.be/ymsCpeN3UZE [14:  H. Hudson, ‘Buddhist Teaching about Illusion’, Rel. Stud 7, pp 141-151, p141]  [15:  Lee Smolin, Three Roads to Quantum Gravity, Basic Books, Third Edition, (UK: 8 August 2017).] 


However, though material reality is a “persistent illusion[footnoteRef:16]”, energy and light provide the link between matter and spirit, Science and Religion, showing, as the physicist Wiener Heisenberg said, that though: [16:  Albert Einstein said in relation to time that “people like us who believe in physics know that the distinction between past, present and future is only a stubborn persistent illusion”.  Time in other words, is an illusion.
Hawking, S, A Stubbornly Persistent Illusion: the essential scientific work of Albert Einstein, Running Press Adult, USA: 29 September 2009), back cover.] 


“… the first gulp from the glass of natural sciences will turn you into an atheist … at the bottom of the glass God is waiting for you”.
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