WIAV – Italian coaching
Week 4 – Phonemes and Graphemes
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Chiusa: narrow
Aperta: wide
Semiconsonantica: semi-consonantal 
Sorda: voiceless
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sonora: voiced

Fonema (Phoneme): unit of sound in speech. Each of them is indicated by an IPA symbol, describing the sound according to which part of the mouth is used in its production. Because the phoneme is a sound and all languages use sounds produced by the human mouth, the IPA symbols can be used by all languages (although each language makes use of a different group of sounds/symbols).

Grafema (Grapheme): the smallest meaningful contrastive unit in a writing system. As different languages use very different writing systems, the relationship between sounds and graphemes varies greatly, for example:

	Phoneme
	Grapheme Italian
	Grapheme French
	Grapheme German

	/ʃ/
	sc (+e,i)
	ch
	s(+t,p at beginning)
sch


	/ɛ/
	e, è
	è
	ä
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