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[bookmark: _Toc214561614]Introduction and Background
Gaza is a tiny land with population of about 2.3 million individuals that have an area of only 365 km2. Gaza has turned into a symbol of human suffering, human strength and moral opposition all around the world, in spite of its limited size and resources. The war in the region has attracted attention of other countries, going beyond its borders of geography and population. The study will discuss the question of how Gaza as a small unit of the population and land has created a qualitative influence on the opinion of the world and humanitarian consciousness that is relatively too big. Although numerous wars are being covered because of their size in terms of humanities or even land and territory claims, the symbolism Gaza possesses is that it can attract global sympathy and activism despite its minor quantitative existence.
The gaza storey, which has mostly been influenced by the representation of media, has made it a cross-border humanitarian issue. The continuous media reporting, the image of human suffering, and the politics of Gaza have transformed it not only into a regional concern but also into a universal code of resistance and human rights, that has played a role in shaping opinions of politics, human aid campaigns, and the public mood across the globe. This study will explore the manner in which the Gaza conflict has shaped discussions in the world due not only to its quantitative features (population, casualties, and territory) but also to its qualitative features (media representation, symbolic power). The point is to comprehend the reasons and the method of how this storey of Gaza, which is mainly based on human storeys and media frames, has been so intense to attract global attention and sympathy.
[bookmark: _Toc214561615]Keywords
Gaza, asymmetric conflict, symbolic power, soft power, media framing, humanitarian impact, quantity vs quality, war and conflict studies, public opinion, global discourse.
[bookmark: _Toc214561616]Research Aim and Objectives
The main objective of the study is to investigate the role of the small-scale quantitative existence of Gaza in creating a qualitative impact on the world opinion and humanitarian consciousness. To fulfil this purpose, the study will answer the following questions: to examine the statistical data about the Gaza population, land, casualties, and humanitarian signs; to find out how human storeys and media framing have enabled Gaza to extend beyond its geographical boundaries; and to see the impacts that have made Gaza featured disproportionately in the international discourse.
[bookmark: _Toc214561617]Research Questions
This study will address the following key research questions:

These questions aim to explore the paradox between Gaza’s relatively small physical and demographic characteristics and its ability to create a significant global impact through symbolic representation and media framing.
[bookmark: _Toc214561618]Literature Review
The war in Gaza has drawn a lot of focus among the academic community in international relations, conflict studies, media studies as well as humanitarian activism. The literature on the subject is usually based on the geopolitical and humanitarian role of Gaza but there is little analysis on how the symbolic power has cut across geographic and demographic lines. Prominent theoretical approaches are applicable in explaining the use of Gaza as a universal identity of resistance and human rights.
Symbolic Power: The notion of symbolic power introduced by Pierre Bourdieu can be used in the perspective of the representation of Gaza in the world media which is more than its physical dimensions. According to Bourdieu, there are more forms of power manifested through symbolic actions that influence the perception of the people than just in an economic or political way (Bourdieu, 1991). A good example of this type of power is the use of Gaza as a location of human suffering and moral opposition where its storey is more powerful than its physical existence.
Soft Power: The idea presented by Joseph Nye about soft power, which is capacity to influence worldviews by means of cultural and moral impact, as opposed to military power can be applied to Gaza as well. The symbolic status of Gaza, which has been built by its media reporting and human rights campaign, has enabled it to utilise soft power to persuade the international people as well as international humanitarian intervention (Nye, 2004). This model can be used in explaining the huge emotional and political impact that Gaza has exerted in the world considering its size.
Media Framing Theory: Media framing theory is a theory that was formed by Entman (1993) and it argues that issues are framed in media which is known to affect how viewers perceive and respond to the information that is presented by the media. The image of Gaza that the media has created, especially in visual representation and human narrative, has defined it as an icon of defiance, injustice and strength. This framing has played a central role in developing Gaza as a regional problem to a global cause with massive mobilisation of political and humanitarian campaign (Entman, 1993).
Asymmetric Warfare: Gaza is a classic example of the asymmetric warfare theory because the military conflict between Israel and Hamas is an uneven warfare. When the weaker party is in the conflict the weak party tends to use non-traditional sources of power such as moral and symbolic resistance. This study will examine how Gaza has employed the symbolic power to take its struggle to a new level beyond the military competition to capture the world on its plight through human storeys and the exaggeration of the media (Arreguin-Toft, 2001).
[bookmark: _Toc214561619]Methodology
To answer the research questions, a mixed-method approach will be chosen, which will combine both a quantitative and a qualitative analysis.
Quantitative Analysis: The population, territory and casualties of Gaza will be gathered in the form of statistical data which will be obtained through reputable sources including UN reports, WHO, and international NGOs. Such data will have numerical ground on which to compare the qualitative effect of media coverage of Gaza. The mission is to reveal why the size of Gaza is disproportionate to its world impact.
Qualitative Analysis: Media representations, humanitarian campaigns and social media posts on Gaza will be analysed through the discourse analysis. This will include the analysis of the news articles, posts in social media, international campaigns (e.g., FreeGaza, Pray for Gaza), and images that have formed the social opinion. The analysis shall determine the most prominent themes and frames employed by the media to project Gaza as they appear in the media as a moral cause and not just a geopolitical problem.
The qualitative analysis shall also focus on the importance of the transnational activism, application of social media in enhancing the global narrative of Gaza. Social media such as Twitter, Instagram, and Facebook have played a central role in disseminating the images and narratives that make the Gaza conflict personal, which have made it gain a symbolic value.
[bookmark: _Toc214561620]Data Sources:

[bookmark: _Toc214561621]Expected Outcomes



[bookmark: _Toc214561622]References
Arreguín-Toft, I., 2001. How the Weak Win Wars: A Theory of Asymmetric Conflict. International Security, 26(1), pp. 93-128. https://www.jstor.org/stable/3092079 
Bourdieu, P., 1991. Language and Symbolic Power. Harvard University Press. https://monoskop.org/images/4/43/Bourdieu_Pierre_Language_and_Symbolic_Power_1991.pdf 
Entman, R.M., 1993. Framing: Toward Clarification of a Fractured Paradigm. Journal of Communication, 43(4), pp. 51-58. https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1460-2466.1993.tb01304.x 
Nye, J.S., 2004. Soft Power: The Means to Success in World Politics. Public Affairs. https://www.belfercenter.org/sites/default/files/pantheon_files/files/publication/joe_nye_wielding_soft_power.pdf 

UN reports (e.g., UNRWA, OCHA)


Humanitarian organizations (e.g., Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch)


News archives (e.g., BBC, Al Jazeera, The Guardian)


Social media platforms (e.g., Twitter, Instagram)



Symbolic power transcends material size


The role of media in constructing symbolic narratives


Human narratives surpass numerical data


Contributions to broader academic discourse:


Gaza’s limited population and geographical size do not correlate with its global impact. The study will highlight how symbolic narratives can amplify the influence of regions or conflicts far beyond their quantitative dimensions.


Media framing and the portrayal of Gaza in humanitarian discourse have played a crucial role in transforming the conflict from a regional dispute to a global cause.


The emotional resonance of human stories, such as those of Gaza’s civilians, has outstripped the significance of raw statistics in shaping global humanitarian responses.


The study will contribute to broader discussions in international relations, conflict studies, media studies, and humanitarian ethics, specifically addressing the role of symbolic resistance in asymmetric warfare.



How do the quantitative aspects of the Gaza conflict (population, territory, casualties) contrast with its qualitative global impact?


How has media representation contributed to transforming Gaza from a regional issue into a global humanitarian symbol?


What sociopolitical, psychological, or symbolic factors explain Gaza’s disproportionate influence on international discourse compared to its physical size?


How does Gaza exemplify modern patterns of asymmetric conflict, where narrative, symbolism, and digital activism shape global perception?


RQ: 1


RQ: 2


RQ: 3


RQ: 4


