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Module code: HUSK 6004 RODERIC BOWEN CENTRE : ARCHIVES AND RESEARCH
Introduction
This research project uses the archives in the Roderic Bowen library. The assignment was to research and develop a biographical description of a student of Saint David’s College. The student name I was given was Ernest Wilberforce Davies; this assignment will involve his family background, his college life and his experience of World War I. By exploring these parts of his life, this will give a picture of Ernest Wilberforce Davies and I will try to develop an image of what he was like.
Family background
I explored Ernest Wilberforce Davies on ancestry.com and discovered when he was born and that was 12th Jan 1894 in Llanelly, Carmarthen. Also ancestry gave his parents’ names as Thomas Rhys Davies and Margaret Ann Davies. From this information I used the Welsh Census of 1891 and found out they lived in 65 Cold Stream, Llanelly, Carmarthen. Thomas Rhys Davies was 33 and Margaret Ann Davies was 24. Their occupations at the time were that of Self-Employed Tailor and Draper. From the same source I discovered that they had one child called Harold Rhys age 7 months old and they employed a servant called Mary Jane Chapman aged 13. This gives the impression that the family was financially stable. I used the Welsh Census of 1901 to find out some more but Thomas Rhys Davies had become a popular name in that census. I discovered two more brothers, John Thomas Davies born 1892 and the other brother David Elliott Davies born 1897.  Between the two censuses of 1901 and 1911, Margaret Ann Davies died. Thomas Rhys Davies remarried to Ella Kathleen Orann (1899-2001) in December 1919 and they had a daughter called Margaret Kathleen Davies born in 1925. There is a possibility from the 1911 census that Thomas worked as a chemist at the steel works in 1911, however due to the popularity of his name, it may not be the same Thomas Rhys Davies, father of Ernest Wilberforce Davies.
His college life 
Previously I used ancestry.com which showed that Ernest started his school career at Llandovery College 1909 -1912. I telephoned Llandovery College and spoke to Michael Powell who is responsible for their archives and told him about the project about Ernest. Within a day or so Michael Powell developed a file about him and apologized that there is very little information about this individual. It appears that he went through his school career without taking part in any competitive sport or debating, music or drama and he was not awarded any school prizes. However in the information in the file there was an update on Thomas Rhys Davies and Margaret Ann Davies, giving their address as Compton House, Vaughan St, Llanelli, Carmarthenshire. From leaving Llandovery College, Ernest enrolled in St. David's College, Lampeter in 18th October 1912, where he was training for a clerk in the holy orders.
Exploring the archives books starting with the Tutors Register, I found out his student number was 2462 and he had entrance exhibition of £10. From here I cross referenced with the Scholarship book but there was no entry in there to confirm any scholarship.
By exploring the college magazine, volume 10, I found a picture of Ernest.
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Image 1 Ernest Wilberforce Davies
By viewing the Residents lists book, I discovered that Ernest lived on campus during Michaelmas term 1912, Lent term 1913,Easter team 1913, Michaelmas team 1913, Lent term 1914 and Easter team 1914. Then he joined the Royal Army Medical Corps (R.A.M.C) in August 1914.
To find out about his life in St. David's College I examined the kitchen book to discover his eating habits. He was averaging £4 per term whilst he was in college. I also viewed the beer book, the first few terms (1912-1913) he drank only 16 glasses of beer. The next few terms (including Michaelmas 1913 to Easter 1914) he consumed 62 glasses of beer. 
The next book I explored was the Minute book, here it is recorded that he was caught drinking alcohol in his room on 12th March 1914. On the 24th March 1914 he was fined £2 for not attending lectures. By viewing volume 11 of the student magazine published in 1913, I discovered that it is possible he may have sung a solo at one of several Smokers Musical notes events. The student magazine (SDC XI p.166) also records that he took part in the college cricket team, he was the club secretary a picture follows. [image: C:\Users\User\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Outlook\JKEUNE0X\WP_20180213_10_09_42_Pro.jpg]
Image 2 college cricket team 1914
The Examination book records his results whilst he was at St David’s college. From these records it seems he was an average student overall. He achieved a second for the first year but only a third for the following year. By viewing the Graduates register it can be seen that unfortunately he did not complete his degree scheme.
His experience of the World War I 
Ernest left St. David’s College, Lampeter and his studies and volunteered for military service. He enlisted to the R.A.M.C. He became a private (49278) in the 39th Field Ambulance 13th Division. On 13th June 1915, Pte. Davies sailed off to the Mediterranean with many other platoons. His regiment landed at Anzac Cove, Gallipoli, in early August ready for the assault on Sari Bair. His regiment helped to establish a dressing station for the treatment of the wounded near the crossroads at Aghyl Dere. Within a few days of landing in the area, in one of the early battles Ernest Davies died of his wounds on the 13th August 1915. This information is recorded in a number of sources, the files sent from his school in Llandovery and additionally on the Roll of honour 1914-1919 found on ancestry.com. There seems to be a discrepancy about his age at death. According to his date of birth (1894) he was 21 years of age when he died however most records show his age as 23 when he was killed. Private Davies has no known grave and is commemorated on Special Memorial B.25 at 7th Field Ambulance Cemetery, Gallipoli, Turkey.
To get an idea what his experience of military life was like, I will be basing my research on the experience of Edwin Morris, the Archbishop of Wales and his time in World War I. Edwin Morris enlisted with the R.A.M.C. and began his training in Aldershot in 1916. He describes the training as “ill-balanced and inefficient” (John.S.Peant-Binns, 1990, p. 15). He describes his time as follows: ‘Square Bashing’ seems to be the order of the day rather than any medical training. Emphasis was on making sure stretcher bearers were of a matching height. The men were provided with a training manual but were not required to read it and no lessons were given regarding the manual, it appears that only a simple knowledge of a bandage was required and given. The men went into action with no medical knowledge. Edwin Morris spent his time in action as a stretcher bearer and had to teach himself how to administer morphine and tetanus injections (John.S.Peant-Binns, 1990, pp. 15-18). 
Summary
I found that Ernest comes from a working class background and was quite a reserved person for the majority of his life. He was average in the academic world. However during his second year at university, his outlook in life changed and he began to join in with the cricket society and became more sociable. Unfortunately his army career was very short and he was killed in action.
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