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Research Project in Contemporary Cosmology 

Introduction 

This paper is a report on the research project conducted into the personal cosmologies and beliefs within the queer community towards contemporary astrology. This research project explored the concept that a personal cosmology can reflect the individual’s attitude to life as stated by Freya Matthews:

A flourishing community is likely to evolve a bright, self-affirming cosmology... A good cosmology, in other words, is good for its adherents.[footnoteRef:1] [1:   Freya Matthews, The Ecological Self (London: Routledge, 1991), p.109] 


Through researching queer cosmologies, this project aimed to answer the question: “How is contemporary astrology used within the queer community as a tool for liberation, empowerment and to make queer people feel witnessed?”.

This project aimed to uncover how contemporary astrology, as a part of a queer cosmology, empowers queer folks to exist within exclusionary social systems; to live unapologetically as themselves; and how it provides a safe space for queer folks. 

Avory Faucette stated one of the main problems faced by queer people is “fundamental failure on the part of most people in our lives to recognize us for who we are”.[footnoteRef:2] Faucette argued that it is through story-sharing that there will become an increased visibility of queer folks which will lead to a greater awareness of the need for change.[footnoteRef:3] This project aimed to increase the visibility of queer folks though through methodologies such as questionnaires and semi-structured interviews. The participant group were people who had an interest in astrology and identified as Queer and/or were a part of the queer community.  [2:   Avory Faucette, 'CHAPTER FOUR: Fucking the Binary for Social Change: Our Radically Queer Agenda', Counterpoints (New York, N.Y.), 437 (2014) p.78]  [3:   Avory Faucette, p.78] 


Alice Sparkly Kat argued that within the queer community “astrology simply means we are listening to one another. It means we are being listened to.” [footnoteRef:4] This paper will explore how a queer cosmology sees astrology as a listening tool and an energetic language.  [4:   Alice Sparkly Kat, Postcolonial Astrology (New York: North Atlantic Books, 2021)15.] 


Literature Review

Astrology as a source of identity for queer people

A queer cosmology centers around visibility and expression of identity.[footnoteRef:5] Colin Bedell argued, within queer astrology the Sun’s placement in the birth chart helps queer folks to express their energy in this world.[footnoteRef:6] Bedell  reinforced the notion put forward by Faucette that the systems which queer people exist within do not recognize them for who they are.[footnoteRef:7] Bedell explained that in queer astrology the Ascendent sign, which represents the zodiacal constellation rising in the sky on the eastern horizon at the time of birth,[footnoteRef:8] can be looked to for how to increase ones visibility in this world through authentic self-expression.[footnoteRef:9] Bedell’s arguments raised questions around whether astrology could provide queer people with identity or whether a sense of identity had to already exist for astrology to be useful in finding authenticity. Bedell’s description of the Sun and Ascendant signs are examples of a queer cosmology, in line with the Nicholas Campion’s idea that a personal cosmology encompasses a set of beliefs about the way the cosmos is and how people fit into that cosmos.[footnoteRef:10] [5:   Colin Bedell, Queer Cosmos (Lanham: Start Publishing LLC, 2019) p.18]  [6:   Colin Bedell, p.18]  [7:   Avory Faucette, p.78]  [8:    Colin Bedell, p.19]  [9:    Colin Bedell, p.19]  [10:    Nicholas Campion, Astrology and Cosmology in the World's Religions (New York UP, 2012).] 


Queer identity, loneliness and shame 

When discovering their own identity, queer people are faced with the harsh realization that they do not fit into the systems within which they exist.[footnoteRef:11] Radclyffe Hall’s ground-breaking queer novel; -[footnoteRef:12] The Well of Loneliness identifies loneliness as a feeling often experienced by queer people in a society that is not inclusive:[footnoteRef:13] [11:   Dru Ish, 'Astrology and the Importance of Queer Spirituality', Archer Magazine, May 11 2017 <> [accessed April 4 2022].]  [12:   Gianmarco Favotto, 'The Beginning of Queer Literature: The Representation of Homosexuality in Radclyffe Hall's the Well of Loneliness and Forster's Maurice' (Università Ca' Foscari Venezia, 2019) p.33]  [13:   Radclyffe Hall, The Well of Loneliness (New York: McClelland & Stewart, 2019).] 


What remained? Loneliness, or worse still, far worse because it so deeply degraded the spirit, a life of perpetual subterfuge, of guarded opinions and guarded actions, of lies of omission if not of speech....[footnoteRef:14] [14:   Radclyffe Hall, p.244] 


Colin Bedell reiterates this, arguing that shame around queer identity is often the cause of loneliness within the queer community.[footnoteRef:15] He argued that astrology is an antidote to shame, and that it has the power to fortify connection.[footnoteRef:16] This idea raised questions around how astrology can help queer people feel more accepted and connected.  [15:   Colin Bedell, pp.3-4]  [16:   Colin Bedell, pp.3-4] 


Dru Ish contributed to the discussion about queer identity and astrology explaining that queer people are constantly forced to question their identities and all that it encompasses including name, gender, sexuality and even their place within society.[footnoteRef:17] Ish described astrology as a system that enables a person to find meaning and identity:[footnoteRef:18] [17:   Dru Ish, ]  [18:   Dru Ish, ] 

When the world reinforces rules and guidelines that don’t reflect queer realities…astrology offers us a crystal clear view into the workings of our individual complexities and nuances. For queer people specifically, astrology encourages us to hold our uniqueness with care and compassion, acknowledging the strength and fragility in living authentically…Astrology holds space for everyone, regardless of ethnicity, gender, ability, orientation and appearance. It speaks to our queer longing to be seen and understood, and it encourages us to be the uniquely unapologetic, mysterious, and walking contradictions that we are.[footnoteRef:19] [19:   Dru Ish, ] 


Here Ish explained why astrology is such a large part of a queer cosmology, as it is a tool with which queer people can orient themselves within and is a system which is accepting and understands the struggles which they face. Raising questions as to whether queer people are drawn to astrology for acceptance and understanding, or whether acceptance and understanding occurs naturally along with engagement in astrology for other purposes. 

Astrology provides queer people with personal and inter-personal perspectives

Astrology as part of a queer cosmology deeply benefits the queer community, as Matthews stated “A good cosmology, in other words, is good for its adherents”.[footnoteRef:20] Erica Jones described astrology as being a healing form of eco-psychology.[footnoteRef:21] Jones argued that queer astrology is a system which includes the “greater human world and human psyche and it embeds humanity in a larger matrix of being”.[footnoteRef:22] Similarly to Bedell she argued that astrology can help to provide “the intimacy, the belonging, the meaning and purpose that (queer people) seek”.[footnoteRef:23] She described the inclusive nature of queer astrology as something that promotes not only radical self-love, but also love of all humanity, which she believes will not only bring healing to each individual but also a collective healing to the planet.[footnoteRef:24]  Jones’ arguments challenges future research to discover whether astrology can be a tool for collective and personal acceptance and healing.  [20:   Freya Matthews, p.109]  [21:   Ian Waisler, Rhea Wolf and Erica Jones, Queer Astrology Anthology: Journal Volume One, 1 vols (San Francisco: Lulu, 2014) p. 12]  [22:   Ian Waisler, Rhea Wolf and Erica Jones, p.12]  [23:   Ian Waisler, Rhea Wolf and Erica Jones, p.12]  [24:   Ian Waisler, Rhea Wolf and Erica Jones, p.12] 


The historic connection between astrology and queerness 

Astrology and queerness sit on the outskirts of mainstream society and have done throughout history.[footnoteRef:25] Ish argued that it is because of both queerness and astrology having similar tumultuous pasts, that a solid connection between the two has formed. Firstly, Ish explained astrology and queerness have been written into and out of the history books.[footnoteRef:26] Secondly, both the astrological and the queer community have been faced with persecution and being feared by institutions.[footnoteRef:27] This argument from Ish is congruent with that of Matthews, that a queer cosmology is not “pulled out of the thin air”[footnoteRef:28] but is “conditioned by many and various historical, environmental, technological, psychological and social factors”.[footnoteRef:29] Ish stated that as queer people find themselves constantly having to locate their identities within patriarchal systems that are not built to be inclusive of queerness, so too does astrology have to fight to find its place within religious, philosophical and political systems.[footnoteRef:30]  It is these historical similarities that Ish argued are the main reasons for astrology’s popularity within the queer community. Further research needs to be done into whether the history of astrology and queerness contributes to their connection, or whether it is purely coincidence.  [25:   Dru Ish, ]  [26:   Dru Ish, ]  [27:   Dru Ish, ]  [28:   Freya Matthews, p.109]  [29:   Freya Matthews, p.109]  [30:   Dru Ish, ] 

Methodologies

Hennink, Hutter and Bailey stated that “Qualitative research is useful for exploring new topics or understanding complex issues; for explaining people’s beliefs and behaviors...”[footnoteRef:31] They also argued that “a mixed method study design leads to a more comprehensive understanding of the research phenomenon”.[footnoteRef:32] Therefore, to understand the beliefs of the research participants in relation to astrology, mixed methods were used. Starting with questionnaires to gain an overview of the beliefs of the participants. Followed by two in-depth interviews to gain detailed personal opinions, as Hennink, Hutter and Bailey stated, - “If your aim is to gather in-depth and personal information you would choose in-depth interviews”.[footnoteRef:33] [31:   Monique M. Hennink, Inge Hutter and Ajay Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods (Los Angeles: SAGE, 2020) p.11]  [32:   Monique M. Hennink, Inge Hutter and Ajay Bailey, p.48]  [33:   Monique M. Hennink, Inge Hutter and Ajay Bailey, p.41] 


The research was conducted firstly by asking participants to fill out a questionnaire, at the end of which participants were asked if they would be willing to participate in one-on-one interviews. The original aim was to select five participants to interview, and to send the questionnaire to 40 potential respondents. The questionnaire was given to 40 participants of which however, only nine responded. Two questionnaire respondents agreed to be interviewed. Seven respondents identified as part of the queer community, and eight respondents identified as queer themselves. Leading to the first finding of this project, not all who identify as queer feel as though they are a part of the queer community. The questionnaire and both interviews were both conducted online. The questionnaires were administered using Google Forms and responses were collected from 1st of April 2022 until 1st May 2022. In line with the anonymity of this project, interviewees have been given pseudonyms. Interviewee #1 is referred to in this paper as ‘Jack’ and Interviewee #2 is referred to as ‘Jill’, both interviewees are referred to by the pronouns they/them. Both interviews were semi-structured and were conducted via zoom, Jack’s interview was on May 4th, 2022, and Jills interview was on May 1st, 2022. 

This research project had low participation rates. Whilst a reminder was sent to potential respondents, in future projects perhaps the researcher should send out two or three reminders to encourage higher participation rates. Jacob M. Carter suggested that queer people are often underrepresented in academic and government research, because of their fear of ‘coming out’ publicly or due to bad experiences within academic environments in the past.[footnoteRef:34] The sensitive nature of the subject of this research project may point to its low engagement. All participants were made aware of their right to terminate the interview or skip questions in the questionnaire and/or interview as they felt necessary, as well as its anonymity, perhaps more communication is needed in future projects to reassure participants of this. [34:   Jacob M. Carter, The Problem with LGBQT Underrepresentation, The Member Magazine of the American Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, (2018) <> [accessed 4 April 2022].] 


Catherine J. Nash, and Kath Browne argued qualitative questionnaires and interviews are the most suitable methodologies for queer social research stating that “this allows for the exploration of difference, contestation of rigid categories as well as addressing moments of disturbance, breaks and unfixity”.[footnoteRef:35] Therefore, care was taken when forming the questionnaire to leave room for long and short statement answers.
 [35:   Kath Browne and Catherine J. Nash, Queer Methods and Methodologies : Intersecting Queer Theories and Social Science Research (London ;: Routledge, 2016) p. 235] 

Nash and Browne argued that a challenge that can be faced within queer academic research is the researcher’s subjective position on the queer spectrum.[footnoteRef:36] During the interview process the researcher’s position as a Queer person, posed a potential difficulty, in future projects, more care would need to be taken to achieve a better level of understanding between participant and subject. For example, Jack mentioned in the interview that they were unsure what was meant by the term ‘queer community’. Whilst every effort was made to define the term, both researcher and interviewee have different experiences of it. Nash and Browne explain:
 [36:   Kath Browne and Catherine J. Nash, p.99] 

One challenge in queer academic scholarship is the difficulty in effectively communicating and achieving understanding across an increasingly wide range of sexual subjects, each with their own experiences, practices, relationships and subjectivities. While those who variously identify as homosexual, gay, lesbian, bisexual, transsexual or otherwise non-heteronormative share a range of common experiences around legal, political, and social constraints, there are also significantly different lived experiences of oppression and exclusion between these groups.[footnoteRef:37] [37:   Kath Browne and Catherine J. Nash, p.99] 


Participants were sourced through various online queer astrological communities, which the researcher was also a member of. They were contacted and asked to participate via the online chat function in the groups. These online communities are mostly focused on the study of contemporary astrology. Within these study groups a lot of members remain anonymous. The researcher knew some of the questionnaire participants, most of them she did not know. She had never met either of the interviewees. An interest in astrology was a common ground for participant and researcher, position within the spectrum of queer identity often was not. Whilst being a part of the same community allowed in some ways for the researcher to understand the subject matter and allow for connection, more care would be taken in future projects to ensure that the researchers own identity did not ‘flavour’ the questions. 




Results and Findings

It is clear from the questionnaire data that there are several ideas that make up a queer cosmology and astrology’s place within it.  There were three main reasons why queer people looked to astrology which emerged from the data; to become more self-aware, to feel empowered and to exist outside of the assumption of cultural norms. These concepts are all in line with the previous arguments from Ish that astrology provides queer people the empowerment to live authentically and live outside of the cultural norms of ethnicity, gender, ability, orientation, and appearance.[footnoteRef:38] As well as the arguments of Jones, of astrology being an important tool for discovering one’s truth.[footnoteRef:39]  [38:   Dru Ish, ]  [39:   Ian Waisler, Rhea Wolf and Erica Jones, p.12] 


Astrology as a source of identity for queer people

Although all questionnaire respondents felt that queerness was in some way a part of their overall identity, they did not however, feel that astrology contributed to this identity. This idea was confirmed during the interview process, when asked about their queer identity and how astrology contributed to it Jack stated:

I think (astrology) definitely helped me be more secure in my queerness because the queerness is, it's not apart from my identity… (queerness) says everything about me… it's not all that I am but it's definitely part of all that I am. 

Suggesting that astrology did not provide identity, but perhaps helped queer folks to feel more secure within it. A majority of the questionnaire participants agreed and stated that they did not feel that astrology could provide identity. Eight participants suggested that it was only ‘sometimes’ that queer people looked to astrology for identity and only four participants admitted they themselves ‘sometimes’ looked to astrology for identity. The data from this section of the questionnaire contradicting Ish’s idea that queer folks seek out identity related answers from astrology.[footnoteRef:40] Jill raised a new idea that queer people are forced to constantly question their identity as a mechanism of safety and survival, “to be aware of your surroundings and all the potential possibilities”. For Jill, astrology allowed them to locate their identity within the bigger picture, which in turn allowed them to feel safe. Confirming Ish’s idea that astrology is a safe space.[footnoteRef:41] [40:   Dru Ish, ]  [41:   Dru Ish, ] 


It is often said within the birth chart that the Sun and Ascendant signs can describe a person’s identity.[footnoteRef:42]All questionnaire respondents reported being aware of their Sun sign. When asked about it, they mentioned that it was linked to their identity and personality but did not encompass it in its entireity. The term ‘authentic self’ was used by many questionnaire participants to desbribe their Sun sign. Only 4 respondents agreed with Bedell, that the Sun helped queer people to locate the energies they were to express in the world.[footnoteRef:43] Most questionnaire participants were aware of their Ascendant sign, and when asked about what it meant to them, respondents mentioned the word ‘armour’, ‘mask’ and how they are perceived in the world. Not one respondent disagreed with Bedell’s idea that the Ascendent sign helped queer folks to express their identity and feel represented[footnoteRef:44]. With one questionnaire participant stating that: [42:   Jean Alice Richey, 'Co-Constructed Interpersonal Perceptions of Self: Meaning-Making in the Astrological Consultation' 2001) p.10 ]  [43:   Colin Bedell, p.19]  [44:   Colin Bedell, p.19] 


I feel like my ascendant helps me to understand how I’m perceived by the world….I also sometimes think of it as armor- looking to the strengths of my ascendant sign to help me move through the world in a way that feels more empowering. This is especially the case because I have often been treated differently by strangers depending on how queer I’m perceived to be because of how I look.

From the questionnaire responses, it is evident that the Sun and Ascendant signs, whilst not encompassing a person’s identity in totality, did contribute a lot to describing them as a person. Jack stated in their interview that queer people are always searching for identity and astrology compliments that, as it is a “tool to explore what we were already exploring”. Jill expressed in their interview that astrology allowed them to discover the reasons why certain aspects of their identity fit together and/or existed in the first place. Although they also stated that in the beginning of their astrological journey, rather than providing answers it made them feel boxed in, in the same way that society had done. Jill expressed that it wasn’t until they identified as queer that astrology became a tool for exploring identity rather than limiting it. 

As a tool for exploring identity, it became clear from the questionnaire that astrology did so through allowing queer people to gain a deeper sense of self-awareness. Eight questionnaire participants believed that astrology was a tool for self-awareness and all respondents agreed that it raised their own self-awareness. Self-awareness emerged from the questionnaire as not being the sole reason queer people looked to astrology, nor was it their sole method for locating their identity. Nevertheless, confirming the argument of Jones, that astrology can help people to see their true self.[footnoteRef:45] The interview with Jill raised questions as to whether it was necessary to have a deeper understanding of your own identity, or astrology as a whole, in order to receive the benefits of it allowing you to see your true self.  [45:   Ian Waisler, Rhea Wolf and Erica Jones, p.12] 


Astrology as a language for queer folks

The questionnaire data showed that queer folks feel as though they exist outside of gender and societal norms. The term ‘outsider’ was used frequently by both Jack and Jill during the interview process. Questionnaire participants expressed that astrology could be used as a language by queer folks to help them exist comfortably outside of these systems. One questionnaire participant noted that as a language it helped queer people to express themselves, because astrology was “not bound to social norms”, and another participant argued that astrology as a language provided “the space to express the nuances of an experience that exists out of social norms and conditioning”. Ish confirmed this, stating that astrology provided a language for queer folks to express their “individual complexities and nuances”.[footnoteRef:46]  [46:   Dru Ish, ] 





Astrology as an expression of energy

The majority of participants in this project are in agreeance that astrology is a language, this language was reported by multiple participants to be one which was expressed with energy, rather than words. One questionnaire participant stating the importance of this language to queer people as such: 

Queer people have always felt how restraining spoken languages can be, because words often are not sufficient to express complex ideas and identities…astrology speaks to us because at times it can circumvent the constraints of words and letters and speak about deeper truths much more directly.

The concept of ‘energy’ emerged again during the interview process, when asked to describe energy within astrology Jill said, “when I think of (astrological) energy I think the waves and water”. Jack expressed that astrology encompasses more than just masculine and feminine energies. Jack gave the example of the planet Mars which they identified as being masculine and Venus which was feminine but went on to say that in an astrological chart there is the opportunity to encompass both Venus and Mars in aspect, which in itself created a whole new set of gendered energies. Jack stated that astrology allowed for a spectrum of genders, and fluidity of expression, which in turn, helped queer people to further understand gender as a spectrum and allowed them to formulate their own identities. This was reiterated in the questionnaire data with these energies being described as a representation of gender on a spectrum, one questionnaire respondent stated:

most everyone's birth charts combine to involve both the masculine and the feminine energies in a reasonable balance, which does challenge the heterosexist/normative notion that men are (or should be) purely masculine, and women vice versa.

Jill also mentioned in their interview that astrology allowed for them to see the world in terms of energy: 

Astrology gives you a perspective where you can see the world in terms of energy which is a lot more fluid and once you understand the fluidity of energy you can kind of understand it within yourself and be like “oh so this is why I don't fit within conventional norms because I am fluid, like energies are fluid” ... I think astrology allows you to see that...

This shows how understanding the fluidity of energy helped Jill to understand the fluidity of the queer identity. Confirming Bedell’s argument that astrology can help queer folks locate the energy which they are meant to express in the world.[footnoteRef:47] This idea further confirmed in Jack’s interview, as they also expressed that astrology helped them to come to terms with the fact that they were allowed to move away from how society told them they should be.  [47:   Colin Bedell, p.18] 


Astrology as a safe space and a tool for liberation, perspective, and empowerment 

Astrology acts as a tool for liberation for queer people, as eight questionnaire respondents agreed. Through the data obtained from the questionnaire, it became clear that astrology liberated queer people by allowing them to exist outside of societies gender roles, as well as providing the freedom and a safe space to be their authentic self. Ish reinforced this, stating that astrology was a space for queer people to exist in an authentic way.[footnoteRef:48] One questionnaire respondent reiterated this concept: [48:   Dru Ish, ] 


Respecting the connection between the microcosms of our own bodies/minds and the macrocosm of the Universe is a very important tool for the liberation of our planet…It promotes self-assessment and self-growth as well as self-love, which allows us to be better people towards ourselves and each other, breeding empathy which is essential for political liberation.

Astrology, therefore, is not just an introspective tool for liberation, but also one that unites a community and greater society. In this way it can lead not just to individual and queer liberation but also that of humanity. Confirming Jones’ argument that astrology is a form on eco-psychology, that has the power to heal the world.[footnoteRef:49]  Jack also reenforced this, stating that:  [49:   Ian Waisler, Rhea Wolf and Erica Jones, p.12] 


astrology provides queer people with connection to something older and bigger than they are, which gives them a bigger picture that they can fit into, rather than the microcosm of systems they are part of daily, which makes them feel like outsiders.

Ish also spoke to the exclusivity of patriarchal systems which queer people find themselves entangled within and expressed that just as queer people have to fight to find their place within these systems, so too does astrology, a fight Ish argued is what unites the two.[footnoteRef:50] In their interview, Jill stated that if astrology and the queer community are linked because of their tumultuous past, then so too should astrology and race, which they said did not have the same connection. Therefore, Ish’s argument of astrology and queerness being linked because of their historical similarities,[footnoteRef:51] was not confirmed from this research project.  [50:   Dru Ish, ]  [51:   Dru Ish, ] 


Jack explained that queerness forces people within this community to think about the big picture and their place within in, this is something that Jack believed non- queer people were not always confronted with. Jack expressed that astrology has the same link to “big picture thinking” which is why they believed astrology and queerness go hand in hand, stating that “Astrology gives me a place, a bigger picture that I can fit into”. Jack expressed that astrology allows people to “discover new realities”, which is helpful for queer folks when they don’t feel that they fit into their current reality. This concept was mentioned by Ish, when they argued that the world did not reflect queer realities.[footnoteRef:52] In addition to this idea, was the frequent use of the word ‘comfort’ by Jack to describe astrology in the interview, both as a way of providing comfort and making them feel comfortable.  In this way Jack suggested that through providing feelings of comfort astrology can assist with combating loneliness. Aligning with the sentiments of Hall’s novel, that queer people are often faced with loneliness,[footnoteRef:53] and Bedell’s arguments that astrology is the antidote to shame that queer people feel, and it is this shame which leads to isolation and loneliness of queer folks.[footnoteRef:54]  [52:   Dru Ish, ]  [53:   Radclyffe Hall, p.244]  [54:   Colin Bedell, pp.3-4] 


Jack described that queer people find themselves distanced from mainstream society and in this way are automatically placed on the outskirts looking in. They expressed that it is this distance which allows queer people to have a broader perspective on the workings of the world. They went on to describe that astrology can provide a broad perspective of where people are situated in the world and hypothesized that is why queer people resonate with astrology. Confirming Jones’ argument that queer people are attracted to astrology because it provides the individual with both a personal perspective and a greater perspective on the “larger matrix of being”.[footnoteRef:55]  [55:  Ian Waisler, Rhea Wolf and Erica Jones, p.12] 


One result from the questionnaire did not fit into the findings of this project and needed to be bracketed and explored further. That is, that most questionnaire respondents felt that there were gender assumptions embedded withing astrology, contrastingly, a majority of questionnaire respondents felt that astrology was accepting of queer people and gender identities that exist outside of the male/female heteronormative gender binary. These conflicting results raise questions for future projects. 

Conclusion 

This research project aimed to discover ‘How is contemporary Astrology used within the queer community as a tool for liberation, empowerment and to make queer people feel witnessed?’. This project found that astrology was a tool for queer people to discover more about their identity and aided in helping queer people feel more secure in their own identity, in turn allowing them to feel empowered to be themselves. As a part of a queer cosmology, astrology emerged as an antidote to the shame and loneliness queer people experience as described by Bedell[footnoteRef:56] and Hall.[footnoteRef:57] Reiterating Matthews’ idea that a strong cosmology is beneficial for its adherents.[footnoteRef:58]  [56:   Colin Bedell, pp.3-4]  [57:   Radclyffe Hall, p.244]  [58:   Freya Matthews, p.109] 


It has become evident through the results of this project that astrology is a set of beliefs about the cosmos and how queer people fit into it, in line with Campion’s definition of cosmology.[footnoteRef:59] This is shown through how astrology makes queer people feel empowered and liberates them out of the structures with which they exist, that are not inclusive. Astrology was identified as Ish argued,[footnoteRef:60]as a safe space for queer folks.  [59:   Nicholas Campion, ]  [60:   Dru Ish, ] 


Sparkly Kat suggested that astrology allows queer folks to listen and feel listened to,[footnoteRef:61] allowing them to feel witnessed within society.[footnoteRef:62] In contrast to this idea, the data from this project suggested that astrology did not make participants feel witnessed as queer people, it did however, make them feel included. This finding disproved Sparkly Kat’s hypothesis and reiterated the finding, that astrology allows queer folks to exist outside of societal norms, but not to feel witnessed within them. [61:   Alice Sparkly Kat, p.15]  [62:   Alice Sparkly Kat, p.15] 


Astrology as part of queer cosmology emerged through the data collected from this project as a tool that provided a perspective of the individuals role within the greater cosmos and society, as well as an individual perspective. Jones added that this kind of awareness can lead to global healing.[footnoteRef:63]  [63:   Ian Waisler, Rhea Wolf and Erica Jones, p.12] 


Within a queer cosmology astrology merged as a tool which also gave queer people a voice. It did this by acting as an energetic language which queer people felt enabled them to express the nuances of their existence and their own cosmology in a way that other languages could not. Faucette argued that greater social change can be achieved through allowing marginalized voices to be heard.[footnoteRef:64] Through the questionnaire and the interview process, allowing queer people to speak about their experiences, this has been achieved.  [64:   Avory Faucette, p.78] 
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The role of Astrology within the Queer community

This questionnaire is designed to explore your opinions and beliefs as a queer identifying
person, about the role of astrology within your own life, and the larger queer community
that you are a part of. It is part of a larger research project being conducted by Shannon
Wakeling as a student of 'Cultural Astronomy and Astrology' at the University of Wales
Trinity Saint David.

Your data will be kept confidential, and any information provided in this questionnaire will
remain anonymous.

Should you have any questions about the confidentiality, anonymity of this questionnaire or
any other questions relating to this project please contact Shannon directly at
slwakeling@gmail.com

You have the option to not answer any questions which you do not wish to answer. Should
you wish, you can ask for your responses to be deleted from the project at any time.
Response data will be stored securely and confidentially for 3 years after the completion of
the project and then deleted.

This questionnaire has 27 questions and should take around 20 minutes to complete.

Your help with this project is very much appreciated!

1. Do you consent for the data in this questionnaire to be used for the purposes of
the Shannon Wakeling's research project on the role of astrology within the queer
community?

Check all that apply.

By checking this box you consent to the use of the information given in this
questionnaire for the purposes of this research project and stored until June 2025

By checking this box you confirm that you are over 18 years old.

The following terms have been defined for the purposes of this questionnaire. |

acknowledge that a lot of the terms used in this questionnaire have multiple

meanings. Please use these definitions to refer back to as you complete the
Definitions questionnaire, as needed.

of terms

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rJVBtqCRU-KhFe4fx_nvUx8gn8iGAybK1QvI-D9fj1E/edit 1/11




mailto:slwakeling@gmail.com





12/05/2022, 17:24 The role of Astrology within the Queer community

QUEER - For the purposes of this questionnaire the term ‘Queer’ is a broad term referring
to sexual orientation, gender identity or expression that does conform to the dominant
societal norms. It can also refer to people who want to avoid limiting themselves to the
gender binaries of male and female or who identify outside of the limitations which may be
perceived by calling oneself lesbian, gay, or bisexual. (Russell, et al. 2010: 1)

CONTEMPORARY ASTROLOGY - For the purposes of this questionnaire the term
'contemporary astrology' is a system which can be used to explain a person's personality or
give insights into events (past/present/future) in a person’s life. (Bennett, et al., 2019) In its
essence it assumes a significant relationship between affairs on earth and the stars and/or
planets. (Campion, 2012)

BINARY — For the purposes of this questionnaire the term gender and/or sex 'binary’' refers
to the western social norm or assumption that sex has only two categories (male and
female) and that sex is a direct determinate of gender. Under these assumptions sex refers
to the anatomy of a person and gender can be used to refer to societal roles (e.g. the
cultural roles of a woman). Gender can also be used in the context for self-identity. (Wood
and Eagly 2015: 461)

HETERONORMATIVE - For the purposes of this questionnaire 'heteronormativity' refers to
the western social norm or assumption, that most sexual relationships in society are
heterosexual. Further, heteronormativity is the dominant sexual model of social, cultural,
political, and economic organization, including the way it organizes identities, experiences,
regimes of truth and knowledge, and ideologies of gender and sex. (Goldberg, 2016)

This questionnaire is designed to identify the beliefs of queer people in relationship to
astrology.

About Please answer as quickly and truthfully as possible.

you. Please answer only the questions which you feel comfortable with and leave blank

questions which you do not wish to or cannot answer.

2. 1. What are your pronouns?
For example he/him, she/her, they/them, she/they

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rJVBtqCRU-KhFe4fx_nvUx8gn8iGAybK1QvI-D9fj1E/edit 2/11
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3. 2.Choose your age group:

Mark only one oval.

18-24
25-34
35-44
45-54
55-64

Above 65

4. 3.Do you identify as part of the queer community?

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

5. 4.Do you identify as a queer person?

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

6. 4.1If yes, for how long, in years, have you identified as a queer person?

If no, please move on to question 5.

7. 5.0n the following scale, how much do you feel that your queerness is a part of
your identity?

Mark only one oval.

Being queer is not a part of my identity Being queer is my whole identity

Your relationship to Astrology

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rJVBtqCRU-KhFe4fx_nvUx8gn8iGAybK1QvI-D9fj1E/edit 3/11
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8. 6. What kind of astrological activities do you engage in?

Please select all answers that apply

Check all that apply.

Sun sign columns (horoscopes).

Courses of study.

Reading books and/or self study.

Birth chart consultations with an astrologer.
Conferences.

Online or in person discussion groups.
Reading the birth charts of others.

Reading your own birth chart.

9. 7.Do you know your Sun sign?

Also known as your Star sign.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

10. 7.11f yes, do you agree with the following statement from Queer Astrologer Colin
Bedell?

If no, please move on to question 8.

"The sun in queer astrology is also the beginning of detangling heteronormativity's
conditioning in the astrological system. It'll help you locate the spiritual meanings and
energy that you are meant to express in this world, even if they repudiate what society

deems appropriate of male- and/or female- identified pebple". (Bedell, 2019)

Mark only one oval.

Agree
Disagree
Both Agree and Disagree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rJVBtqCRU-KhFe4fx_nvUx8gn8iGAybK1QvI-D9fj1E/edit
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11. 7.2 What does your sun sign mean to you?

12. 8. Do you know your rising sign?

Also known as your ascendant.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

13. 8.11f yes, do you agree with the following statement from Queer Astrologer Colin
Bedell?

If no, please move on to question 9.

"You could liken the ascendant to the cover of your queer astrological story. Given how
important the idea and practice of visibility and representation is for marginalized folks, we
look to our ascendant to instruct us on how our divine visibility and representation
expresses itself." (Bedell, 2019)

Mark only one oval.

Agree
Disagree
Neither Agree nor Disagree

Both Agree and Disagree

14. 8.2 What does your ascendant sign mean to you?

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rJVBtqCRU-KhFe4fx_nvUx8gn8iGAybK1QvI-D9fj1E/edit
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15. 9. Have you ever studied your own birth chart?

Mark only one oval.

Yes
No

No, | would like to in the future

16. 10. Do you believe that astrology is a tool for self awareness?

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

17. 11. Do you believe that astrology has helped raise your own self awareness?

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

18. 12. Do you believe that astrology is a tool for self acceptance?

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

19. 13. Do you believe that astrology has helped raise your own self acceptance?

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rJVBtqCRU-KhFe4fx_nvUx8gn8iGAybK1QvI-D9fj1E/edit 6/11
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20. 14.Do you feel people look to astrology for identity?

Mark only one oval.

Yes
No
Sometimes

Other:

21. 15. Do you look to astrology for identity?

Mark only one oval.

Yes
No
Sometimes

Other:

22. 16. Do you feel that astrology can provide identity?

Mark only one oval.

Yes
No
Sometimes

Other:

23. 17. Does astrology make you feel empowered?

Mark only one oval.

Yes
No
Sometimes

Other:

Your feelings and beliefs about Queerness and Astrology

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rJVBtqCRU-KhFe4fx_nvUx8gn8iGAybK1QvI-D9fj1E/edit
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24. 18.Since you have identified as queer has your connection with astrology
strengthened?

Mark only one oval.

Yes
No

| do not identify as Queer.

25. 19. Do you feel that contemporary astrology is accepting of queer identifying
people?

Mark only one oval.

Yes
No

Sometimes

26. 20.Do you feel that astrology is accepting of gender identities that exist outside
of the heteronormative male/female binary?

Mark only one oval.

Yes
No

Sometimes

27. 21.Do you think that there are gender assumptions imbedded within
contemporary astrology?

Mark only one oval.

Yes
No

Sometimes

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rJVBtqCRU-KhFe4fx_nvUx8gn8iGAybK1QvI-D9fj1E/edit
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28. 22.What do you feel are the main reasons queer people look to astrology?

Please select all that apply

Check all that apply.

To feel seen.

To become more self aware.

To feel liberated.

To feel empowered.

To predict the future.

To be a part of a community.

To feel accepted.

For entertainment purposes.

To help them to exist outside of the assumption of a gender binary.
To help them to exist outside of the assumption of cultural norms.
Other:

29. 23.Do you feel as you further your understanding of own birth chart, that you
also further your understanding of own queer identity?

Mark only one oval.

Yes
No

| do not identify as Queer.

30. 24.Do you think that astrology is a language?

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

31. 24.11If yes, do you think that it is a language that allows queer people to existin a
way that other types of languages cannot? If so, why?

If no, please move on to question 25.

Please expand on the following questions if they are applicable
to you.

Your thoughts about
astrology

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rJVBtqCRU-KhFe4fx_nvUx8gn8iGAybK1QvI-D9fj1E/edit
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32. 25.In which ways do you feel astrology makes you feel seen?

33. 26.In which ways do you feel astrology empowers you?

34. 27.In which ways do you feel astrology is a tool for liberation?

Would Following on from this questionnaire | will be looking for participants to interview

. regarding their opinions and beliefs on how contemporary Astrology is used within the
you like to queer community as a tool for liberation, empowerment and to make queer people
be feel witnessed. The interviews will be conducted over zoom/skype or Whatsapp and

will go for around 30 minutes. If you would like to be contacted for an interview,

contacted please check the box below and provide your contact details.
for a
follow-up
interview?

35.  Would you like to be contacted for a follow-up interview?

Check all that apply.

Yes
No

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rJVBtqCRU-KhFe4fx_nvUx8gn8iGAybK1QvI-D9fj1E/edit
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36. If yes, please provide your preferred contact details eg. email address.

Thank you for your participation!

37.

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.

Google Forms

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rJVBtqCRU-KhFe4fx_nvUx8gn8iGAybK 1QvI-D9fj1E/edit 11/11
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QUEER — For the purposes of this questionnaire the term ‘Queer’ is a broad term referring
to sexual orientation, gender identity or expression that does conform to the dominant
societal norms. It can also refer to people who want to avoid limiting themselves to the
gender binaries of male and female or who identify outside of the limitations which may be
perceived by calling oneself lesbian, gay, or bisexual. (Russell, et al. 2010: 1)

CONTEMPORARY ASTROLOGY - For the purposes of this questionnaire the term
‘contemporary astrology' is a system which can be used to explain a person's personality or
give insights into events (past/present/future) in a person’s life. (Bennett, et al., 2019) In its
essence it assumes a significant relationship between affairs on earth and the stars and/or
planets. (Campion, 2012)

BINARY - For the purposes of this questionnaire the term gender and/or sex 'binary' refers
to the western social norm or assumption that sex has only two categories (male and
female) and that sex is a direct determinate of gender. Under these assumptions sex refers
to the anatomy of a person and gender can be used to refer to societal roles (e.g. the
cultural roles of a woman). Gender can also be used in the context for self-identity. (Wood
and Eagly 2015: 461)

HETERONORMATIVE - For the purposes of this questionnaire 'heteronormativity' refers to
the western social norm or assumption, that most sexual relationships in society are
heterosexual. Further, heteronormativity is the dominant sexual model of social, cultural,
political, and economic organization, including the way it organizes identities, experiences,
regimes of truth and knowledge, and ideologies of gender and sex. (Goldberg, 2016)

This questionnaire is designed to identify the beliefs of queer people in relationship to
astrology.

About Please answer as quickly and truthfully as possible.

you. Please answer only the questions which you feel comfortable with and leave blank

questions which you do not wish to or cannot answer.

2. 1. What are your pronouns?
For example he/him, she/her, they/them, she/they

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rTVBtqCRU-KhFe4fx_nvUx8gn8iGAybK 1QvI-D9fj1E/edit 2/11
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3. 2.Choose your age group:

Mark only one oval.

18-24
25-34
35-44
45-54
55-64

Above 65

4. 3.Do you identify as part of the queer community?

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

5. 4.Do you identify as a queer person?

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

6. 4.1If yes, for how long, in years, have you identified as a queer person?

If no, please move on to question 5.

7. 5.0n the following scale, how much do you feel that your queerness is a part of
your identity?

Mark only one oval.

Being queer is not a part of my identity Being queer is my whole identity

Your relationship to Astrology

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rTVBtqCRU-KhFe4fx_nvUx8gn8iGAybK 1QvI-D9fj1E/edit 3/11
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8. 6. What kind of astrological activities do you engage in?

Please select all answers that apply

Check all that apply.

Sun sign columns (horoscopes).

Courses of study.

Reading books and/or self study.

Birth chart consultations with an astrologer.
Conferences.

Online or in person discussion groups.
Reading the birth charts of others.

Reading your own birth chart.

9. 7.Do you know your Sun sign?

Also known as your Star sign.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

10. 7.1If yes, do you agree with the following statement from Queer Astrologer Colin
Bedell?

If no, please move on to question 8.

"The sun in queer astrology is also the beginning of detangling heteronormativity's
conditioning in the astrological system. It'll help you locate the spiritual meanings and
energy that you are meant to express in this world, even if they repudiate what society

deems appropriate of male- and/or female- identified pe|ople". (Bedell, 2019)

Mark only one oval.

Agree
Disagree
Both Agree and Disagree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rTVBtqCRU-KhFe4fx_nvUx8gn8iGAybK 1QvI-D9fj1E/edit

4/11










image6.emf
12/05/2022, 17:24 The role of Astrology within the Queer community

11. 7.2 What does your sun sign mean to you?

12. 8. Do you know your rising sign?

Also known as your ascendant.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

13.  8.11f yes, do you agree with the following statement from Queer Astrologer Colin
Bedell?

If no, please move on to question 9.

"You could liken the ascendant to the cover of your queer astrological story. Given how
important the idea and practice of visibility and representation is for marginalized folks, we
look to our ascendant to instruct us on how our divine visibility and representation
expresses itself." (Bedell, 2019)

Mark only one oval.

Agree
Disagree
Neither Agree nor Disagree

Both Agree and Disagree

14. 8.2 What does your ascendant sign mean to you?

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rTVBtqCRU-KhFe4fx_nvUx8gn8iGAybK 1QvI-D9fj1E/edit
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15. 9. Have you ever studied your own birth chart?

Mark only one oval.

Yes
No

No, | would like to in the future

16. 10. Do you believe that astrology is a tool for self awareness?

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

17.  11. Do you believe that astrology has helped raise your own self awareness?

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

18. 12. Do you believe that astrology is a tool for self acceptance?

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

19. 13. Do you believe that astrology has helped raise your own self acceptance?

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rTVBtqCRU-KhFe4fx_nvUx8gn8iGAybK 1QvI-D9fj1E/edit 6/11










image8.emf
12/05/2022, 17:24

20.

21.

The role of Astrology within the Queer community

14. Do you feel people look to astrology for identity?

Mark only one oval.

Yes
No
Sometimes

Other:

15. Do you look to astrology for identity?

Mark only one oval.

Yes
No
Sometimes

Other:

22. 16. Do you feel that astrology can provide identity?

Mark only one oval.

Yes
No
Sometimes

Other:

23. 17. Does astrology make you feel empowered?

Mark only one oval.

Yes
No
Sometimes

Other:

Your feelings and beliefs about Queerness and Astrology

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1r1TVBtqCRU-KhFe4fx_nvUx8gn8iGAybK 1QvI-D9fj1E/edit
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24. 18. Since you have identified as queer has your connection with astrology
strengthened?

Mark only one oval.

Yes
No

| do not identify as Queer.

25. 19. Do you feel that contemporary astrology is accepting of queer identifying
people?

Mark only one oval.

Yes
No

Sometimes

26. 20. Do you feel that astrology is accepting of gender identities that exist outside
of the heteronormative male/female binary?

Mark only one oval.

Yes
No

Sometimes

27. 21. Do you think that there are gender assumptions imbedded within
contemporary astrology?

Mark only one oval.

Yes
No

Sometimes

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rTVBtqCRU-KhFe4fx_nvUx8gn8iGAybK 1QvI-D9fj1E/edit
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28. 22.What do you feel are the main reasons queer people look to astrology?

Please select all that apply

Check all that apply.

To feel seen.

To become more self aware.

To feel liberated.

To feel empowered.

To predict the future.

To be a part of a community.

To feel accepted.

For entertainment purposes.

To help them to exist outside of the assumption of a gender binary.
To help them to exist outside of the assumption of cultural norms.
Other:

29. 23.Do you feel as you further your understanding of own birth chart, that you
also further your understanding of own queer identity?

Mark only one oval.

Yes
No

I do not identify as Queer.

30. 24. Do you think that astrology is a language?

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

31. 24.1If yes, do you think that it is a language that allows queer people to exist in a
way that other types of languages cannot? If so, why?

If no, please move on to question 25.

Please expand on the following questions if they are applicable
to you.

Your thoughts about
astrology

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rTVBtqCRU-KhFe4fx_nvUx8gn8iGAybK 1QvI-D9fj1E/edit
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32. 25.In which ways do you feel astrology makes you feel seen?

33.  26.In which ways do you feel astrology empowers you?

34. 27.In which ways do you feel astrology is a tool for liberation?

Would Following on from this questionnaire | will be looking for participants to interview
i regarding their opinions and beliefs on how contemporary Astrology is used within the
you like to queer community as a tool for liberation, empowerment and to make queer people
be feel witnessed. The interviews will be conducted over zoom/skype or Whatsapp and
will go for around 30 minutes. If you would like to be contacted for an interview,
contacted please check the box below and provide your contact details.
fora
follow-up
interview?

35.  Would you like to be contacted for a follow-up interview?

Check all that apply.

Yes
No

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rTVBtqCRU-KhFe4fx_nvUx8gn8iGAybK 1QvI-D9fj1E/edit
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36, 1fyes. please provide your prefered contact detas eg. emal adfess.

Thank youfor your participation!
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