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Education and Punishment as Governance: A Comparison of the

Classic and Master Sections in the Essentials

1. Introduction

The Zhenguan era (627-649) under Emperor Taizong FF K57 (598-649) is celebrated as a

model of exemplary rulership.! Yet Taizong himself—preoccupied with military campaigns
in his early years—Ilacked formal training to govern, which led court scholars to compile an

anthology, the Essentials for Bringing about Order from Assembled Texts (qunshu zhiyao £¥
=E,653), to cultivate his ethical character and statecraft.> This anthology is Confucian-

oriented, drawing from sixty-eight pre-existing texts and organised into three sections:

canonical, historical, and master writings.3

Scholarly research on this anthology has been conducted since the early twentieth

century, yet it has largely eluded examination of how this Confucian-oriented compilation
accommodates diverse master texts—particularly through cross-sectional comparison
between the canonical and master sections.* The question is especially pertinent to the issue
of priority of moral education or punishment—a debate that, from the formative stage of

Chinese cultural tradition, had long divided the various master schools.’

This essay aims to bridge this research gap by conducting a comparison between the
canonical and the master section about the interplay of moral education and punishment. It
argues that, as Confucian-oriented, the Essentials consistently present education as the
primary means of governance and punishment as its corrective supplement. The master
section does not develop the classical core message itself; rather, it expands the supporting

materials and argumentative frameworks that surround and reinforce it.

! Kelly Ngo, Ordering Tang China: Cultural Memory, Emperor Taizong and the Essentials (Michigan: Lever,

2024), p. 1.

2 Ibid. Hereafter “Essentials”. The translation of the book title has been adapted from Kelly Ngo 2024.

3 Kelly Ngo, Ordering Tang China, p. 2.

4 Guo Yanling F#F4 and He Shuping {a]75#4, ‘Minguo yilai qunshu zhiyao yanjiu lunzhu mulu’ EEE A%
(BEELE) W17 F 8%, Shumu jikan 3 F 5, 5.1 (2021), pp. 99-119.

5 Xiaoqun Xu, Heaven Has Eyes: Law and Justice in Chinese History (New York: Oxford University Press,

2020), p. 12.



This essay proceeds in five parts. Section two establishes the education-punishment
relationship in the canonical section. Section three discusses how—and to what extent—the
master section develops the classical principle. Section four identifies two compilatory
methods employed by the editors through which such development is achieved. Section five

concludes.

2. The Canonical Section: Education-Punishment Relationship

The canonical section of the Essentials comprises twelve classical works, eight of which
directly discuss the relationship between moral education and punitive measures.® Although
these texts were composed across different historical periods, they articulate a remarkably
consistent normative framework that places moral transformation at the centre of governance
and assigns punishment to a secondary and ultimately transitional role. To structure this
complex principle, this section examines it through two interrelated themes: the primacy of
moral education and the corrective but limited function of punishment. Due to word
limitations, only representative passages are selected and analysed here, while the complete

corpus is attached in Appendix One.

2.1 The Priority of Moral Education: Guided by the Leader’s Example

Across all eight classics that address this principle, moral education is consistently presented
as the foundation of political order. This primacy is reinforced by the emphasis on the
leader’s moral example, which appears in nearly every sentence related to this topic across
the classical corpus. Two recurrent rhetorical strategies support this emphasis: (1) the analogy
of “wind bending grass,” highlighting the ruler’s transformative moral influence; and (2)
statements that “the people’s wrongdoings originate from the ruler,” underscoring the ruler’s

ethical responsibility.

¢ The eight classics that has related discussion are: 1 the Book of Changes, 2 Venerable Documents, 3 Mao
Tradition of Commentary on the Odes (maoshi F5¥), 4 Zuo Tradition of Commentary on the Spring and
Autumn Annals (chungiu zuozhuan FEFK/E(H), 5 Records on Ritual (liji 183C), 6 Classic of Family Reverence
(xiao jing Z4X), 7 Analects, and the 8 School Sayings of Confucius. To illustrate the differences in composition
and emphasis between the two sections as well as the different schools, Appendix Two analyses each relevant
passage according to four thematic features: emphasis on education primacy, emphasis on punishment
subordination, use of analogy, and inclusion of historical examples.



Both strategies first appear in the Changes (zhou yi [ %), in the hexagram Viewing (guan

#7). The commentary on the Fifth Yang position states:

“The leader morally transforms those below just the way the wind makes the grass bend when it blows.
Thus, he views the customs of the people to find out how well he is practising his own Way. If the
common people commit crimes, the fault for them shall reside with the leader himself.””

Here, the wind-and-grass analogy portrays the ruler’s moral influence as natural and
pervasive, while the assertion that the people’s faults trace back to the ruler establishes a
strong doctrine of moral accountability. These two strategies are repeatedly echoed in later

works such as the Venerable Documents (shang shu [53) and the Analects (lun yu 3zE),

demonstrating a sustained classical tradition that links good governance to the ruler’s

exemplary moral conduct.

The first strategy reappears in the Venerable Documents, when King Cheng &l T-(r.
1042/35-1006 BCE) sent Jun Chen E[f (dates unknown) to govern the eastern borders. King

Cheng himself reminds Jun Chen that the leader is the wind and the common people are the
grass. The metaphor appears in a context of administrative duty, where the leader’s conduct is
the mechanism through which order is achieved.® In the 4Analects, the same metaphor appears

in a dialogue where Ji Kangzi ZXFF1- (d. 468 BCE) asks Confucius T~ (c. 551-479 BCE)

about eliminating disorder through harsh punishment. Confucius replies that if the ruler
desires goodness, the common people will be good, for the virtue of the ruler is like the wind
and the virtue of the people is like the grass; when the wind blows over the grass, it will
surely bend.’ Both texts thus use the wind—grass image to argue that governance is

fundamentally about the education led by leaders’ moral example.

The second strategy, stressing the ruler’s responsibility for the people’s errors, appears

prominently in the Venerable Documents in King Tang’s i%,5 T (d. ¢. 1646 BCE) declaration

after overthrowing the last ruler of the Xia dynasty (c. 2070—1766 BCE), where he states that

7 Original texts: rﬁ 0 veennn j_Lﬂ Eﬁ&éﬁ E‘%i\t@;% EZAET - MEBEE - SRR - DECHE - AT R | Wei Zheng
E812 and others, comp., Qunshu zhiyao F£EIG %, vol 1 (Taipei: Shijie shuju, 2011), p. 6.

Translation referenced from Richard 1994, with modifications. Richard John Lynn, The Classic of Changes: A
New Translation of the I Ching as Interpreted by Wang Bi (New York: Columbia University Press, 1994), p. 263.
® Original texts: " F/NES% » sp B PRI IESRADEAE o - F5H ¢ TEB o - B - TRIMER « 27
BRAZ T o RAE ET% R ERTIE + R AR o 5 | Qunshu zhivao, 1: 49-50.

> Original texts: | FHEFIINFLTE | C ARSI - il -, © ™ W0 e o 1 gy
ERM - THE > MREL - BF 20 Bt N Sl - B R - pMg o, TFrese e

EDUR - SR R AR Bt - .
POEELUR - ER(NE - R ALK Bt ] Qunshuzhlyao, 2:221.



if the myriad multitude have crime, it originates from him, and the common people should
not be blamed.'® Confucius cites and endorses this statement in the final chapter of

the Analects, where the ruler repeats that if the ten thousand regions have any blame, that
blame should rest on him.!'! Begin in the first classic in the classical section, through these
two rhetorical strategies, the canonical texts forge a coherent doctrine: governance begins

with education, and education begins with the self-cultivation of the ruler.

2.2 The Corrective but Limited Function of Punishment

Although moral education occupies the primary position, the classical texts do not exclude
punishment from governance. Five works acknowledge its corrective role but insist on strict
limits: punishment may be used only after moral instruction has been attempted and has
failed, once correction occurs, punishment should cease.!? This principle is exemplified in

two key passages.

In the Venerable Documents, on the same occasion that King Cheng advises Jun Chen at his

outset to office, King Cheng reminded him of the proper circumstances for using punishment:

“If any are disobedient to your government and uninfluenced by your instructions, you will punish

them. Remembering that the end of punishment is to make an end of punishing.” '*

Similarly, the School Sayings of Confucius (kongzi jiayu £, T-5¢5E), the final classic in the
canonical section, presents one of the clearest statements of the function of punishment. In
explaining to Jisun ZEFA[X, (dates unknown) why he released litigants, Confucius sets out a
graduated model of governance: The ruler must first guide through moral instruction; only

then can punishment be administered. Even then, punishment’s purpose is to clarify

wrongdoing, not as an end in itself. !4

10 Original texts: "B &/ NFRER AR > IREGK > HBEHATE - £7— A T T A A% &
DARREE g7 o " R Ounshu zhiyao, 1: 31.

11 Original texts: rﬁﬁ%ﬁgﬁg y ;’F&Ljé‘%ﬁ s %7\37%‘5'? y %EEEH;%% o SEDIED - EIIR G - BOTHTE B2 | Qunshu
zhiyao, 2: 231.

12 The five works are: the 1Venerable Documents, 2 Zuo Tradition of Commentary on the Spring and Autumn
Annals, 3 Records on Ritual, 4 Classic of Family Reverence, and the 5 School Sayings of Confucius.

13 Original texts: r ﬁ%%?jﬁﬂ s %’fb?jﬁgﬂl s BﬁEU\JJ:EﬁE y EB%E o ARIRRCLED - AER L FIZ MR - Tyl - |
Qunshu zhiyao, 1: 50.

Translation referenced from Legge 2013. Legge, James, and Zhou Bingjun E3E$4, Shangshu: ying han suizhao
E ¢ JLEEE (Changsha: Hu’nan renmin chubanshe, 2013), p.335

" Original texts: " L FREKRERE » HRFAE » KFEREHRZ - = Z ARG IR RFH
5o FHREZAMIHE © TEREECR - |#i5RE @ BERELNENUE  SE—AFLERE - AT ?



Although the classical section affirms the corrective value of punishment, it also briefly
acknowledges its limitations. It is demonstrated by a single passage in the School Sayings of
Confucius that warns against relying on punishment as the primary instrument of governance.
When a disciple of Confucius serving as a magistrate of Bi County asked Confucius how
ancient rulers governed, Confucius offered a vivid analogy:

“A sovereign who is awkward in governing throws away morality and the rules of propriety but relies

solely on the use of punishment. This is like driving a carriage without using the bridle and the bit, but
the whip alone. As a result, the horses will lose control.” !

Confucius notes that while punishment can secure short-term compliance, it cannot produce
genuine moral change. Overuse of punitive measures weakens trust, diminishes the ruler’s
moral authority, and risks political instability. Thus, in the classical section, punishment is
acknowledged only in a limited, corrective role, and its greatest effectiveness comes from its
own abandonment, reinforced by brief warnings about its potential harms to prevent the

impression that its use is supported.

Taken together, the canonical texts present a unified and hierarchical vision of political order.
Moral education, grounded in the ruler’s personal example, is the primary mechanism of
governance. Punishment, though recognised as necessary, functions only as a supplementary
and temporary instrument, activated when education fails and discontinued once
transformation occurs. At the same time, the classics consistently warn against treating
punishment as the leading method of rule, for its excessive or exclusive use damages both the

people and the state.'®

MR @ a8k 7 5 FLFIEAAER @ FIGNE > BARHECGE » MAH T - JFEd o - BRBER DR Z
I > QIR E LU SO > RIBSAREDUEY » 508 > HEIES - HAERHRAREE - &2
LI > AIERBAITEZSS - ZLURUE MG > FIFS A © 5 3 Qunshu zhiyao, 2: 234.

" Original texts: " B8 R > MBOAALT » FLFH ¢ T REEEIRE - FHEE > SRR &
WS - RIS REER - AR - 5 ) Quashu zhiyao, 2: 256.

Translation referenced from Liu 2025, with modifications. Liu Xicheng 2§53, trans., Qunshu zhiyao: ying
wen BEEJEEE ¢ BLTT, vol. 2 (Beijing: Shijie zhishi chubanshe, 2025), p. 203.

16 It must be noted, however, that the discussion above treats the master section as an integrated whole. Because
the twenty-six relevant texts derive from five different philosophical schools, the patterns identified here do not
imply that all schools articulate the principle in an identical manner. Each school contributes its own
characteristic emphasis, and the Essentials’ editorial method brings these diverse voices into a coherent
framework. The specific contributions of each school will be examined in detail in the following section.

[



3. The Master Section: Development and Its Extent

Although the Essentials is rooted in Confucian thought, its master section includes forty-eight
texts from seven philosophical schools, raising the question of whether—and to what
extent—these diverse works develop the education-punishment principle articulated in the
canonical section. A close reading shows that in the master section, there are twenty-six texts
from five schools that address this principle.!” The comparison confirms that the master
section maintains the essential message from the classical section, while expanding the
supporting materials and deepening discussion through three representative lines of
development—introducing new conceptual shifts, offering more detailed practical guidance,

and providing historically informed reflections.

The discussion that follows retains the two thematic categories used in the classical section
and, within each, examines both the continuities the master section preserves and the ways it

extends and enriches the classical framework.

3.1 The Priority of Education: Reinforced Through the Intrinsic Incapability of Punishment

A substantial portion of the master section, roughly one-third of the texts that engage with
this principle, continues the classical emphasis on moral education by reaffirming the
significance of the ruler’s moral example. Texts such as Master Huainan (huainan zi 5 ¥-)
reproduce the classical metaphor of the ruler as the wind and the people as the grass.'®
Similarly, three works repetitively invoke the example of King Tang, who believed that when

the people commit wrongdoing, responsibility lies with the ruler’s insufficient virtue.'

17 School classifications follow the “Monograph on Classics and Literature” (jingji zhi £8%&7%) in the History of
the Sui Dynasty (suishu [§2). Of the seven schools listed, five address the principle under discussion—
Confucianism (ru jia {527), Syncretism (za jia §57), Daoism (dao jia #E57), Strategist (bing jia f£57), and
Legalism (fa jia 7252 )—while Logician (ming jia %42%) and Mohism (mo jia £:57) do not. Please reference
Appendix Two for further details.

'® Original texts: " FIETIERAN - L8 THE » IWEZ A » —0EE - HEefMEEE - REIMERT -
EE 2 BEEOR » #EZ TANBE » | Qunshu zhiyao, 8: 1096.

19 The three works are Master Shi (shizi 7' T), Master Fu (fuzi {8i-F), and the Discourses on the Essentials of
Governance (zhengyao lun F{EE5R). Their original texts are excerpted as follows:

Master Shi: T i5H + PIRBHIR - MERETT - BTASE  BB2Z > BANESMALETT © o o Qunshu
zhiyao, 7: 946.

Master Fu: " S[{EZ A > BEFIEL  DIEM&EIE » BIEM&LAIE > A IEMEVEE > $ZER
REIZRIE » BIRIEM&K MIE © 80K FAIE - BZER - BIZAIE » BT  §IEAIE  B2EA
FEAEAIEEZS » BARIEEZ0 » FriEMmiT - mATREE - &5k > HEtZE - IEOZ8tt -
Qunshu zhiyao, 10: 1310-311.



Through these continuities, the master section reaffirms that moral education, grounded in the

ethical conduct of those in power, remains the backbone of effective governance.

What is distinctive, however, is that the remaining two-thirds of the relevant passages in the
master section do not rely primarily on the ruler’s moral example to defend the priority of
education. Instead, it emphasised the secondary status of punishment. For instance, they
reveal a conceptual shift that the priority of education is no longer established by the reliance
of the ruler’s moral example, but by demonstrating the inherent inadequacy of punishment.
This line of reasoning is developed through two recurring claims: punishment’s inability to

cultivate virtue and its inferior historical outcomes.

Texts such as the Discourses on Iron and Salt (yantie lun ¥5§85#) argue that while the

practice of ritual and moral instruction naturally reduces the need for punitive measures,
punishment itself can never generate moral qualities such as filial piety and fraternal love.?
Another passage in the same text vividly compares punishment to an invasive medical

procedure:

“The law can punish people but not make them honourable; it can kill criminals but not cause people to

be benevolent. A skilful doctor is valuable not by cutting into the body, but by dispelling harmful

tendencies before they manifest.” 2!

Across these texts, the intrinsic limits of punishment become the most forceful means of

affirming its secondary status and, correspondingly, the primacy of moral education.??

The intrinsic inadequacy of punishment is further corroborated through historically structured

models of governance. Several texts arrange different forms of rule into multi-level

Discourses on the Essentials of Governance: " #{Z/8% » A LETRMIEEC » FEE M KEE - &
H: '&H - G5 HEHZE - 5 HEEZ  REBEIZATES o | Qunshu zhiyao, 10: 1254.

20 Original texts: " FIfSFRITMAIETF » REFIEHEMZMEEL, o | Quashu zhiyao, 9: 1109.

*! Original texts: "JEBET AT EECE ABE » BERAMIRRECEAL » ATEE REE - BHFHEMEITR
o JEEEH T MBS o | Qunshu zhiyao, 9: 1106-1107.

Translation referenced from Liu 2025, with modifications. Liu Xicheng, trans., Qunshu zhiyao: ying wen, vol. 6,
p. 76.

22 There are also two excerpts related to this concept found in the master section, from the Master Wen (wenzi
Y.) and Master Huainan, their original texts are listed as follows.

Master Wen: "JEREBURZE - RREEANZ > gefliEE > NAE[EABEAL © | Qunshu zhiyao, 7: 918.

Master Huainan: " JERERGAZERE » TARSE N RFLEZAT  JERENREER - TIARREEAREFTRZER - |
Qunshu zhiyao, 8: 1095.



sequences, distinguishing eras grounded in virtue from those driven primarily by punitive

measures.?

For example, there were four tiers model in the Discourses on the Essentials of Governance:

“The five legendary emperors emphasised virtue and seldom used punishment; the three ancient kings

applied the two with equal weight; the five hegemons used more punishment than virtue; and the Qin

dynasty, which entered a quick descent, only applied punishment.”*

In this model, the governance of ancient sage kings occupies the highest rank because it relies
fundamentally on moral education, whereas punishment-centred regimes are consistently
placed at the bottom, with the Qin singled out as the paradigmatic example of coercion and
rapid collapse. By situating punishment within a broader narrative of political decline, these
texts underscore its secondary role while foregrounding moral education as primary. These
two claims are entirely absent from the canonical section. Their appearance in the master
section marks a conceptual expansion that reaffirms education’s primacy through a new line

of reasoning, substantially deepening the classical framework rather than merely repeating it.

3.2 Punishment as Corrective: Practical Development and Historical Warning

Like the canonical texts, the master section affirms punishment as a necessary supplement to
moral education and accepts its self-erasing goal, yet it offers a more pragmatic
understanding of its application. Rather than portraying punishment simply as a last resort
after failed moral transformation, several texts differentiate among types of recipients and

correspondingly distinct approaches to combining education and punishment. Some texts

23 There are three texts demonstrated this feature: the Gardens of Eloquence (shuoyuan £i38), Methods of Sima
(sima fa 5] 57%), and the Discourses on the Essentials of Governance. The original texts for the first two books
are excerpted here.

Gardens of Eloquence: " T35 i HAEMAGEI > 85 &% > BB HAMEEME - | Quashu zhiyao,
9:1136.

Methods of Sima: " HBERAERSIMERAM - 28t - EEMAS > 23 - BREIMAE - 2R -
FELIEE] » %2 o | Qunshu zhiyao, 6: 858.

* Original texts: " 8UEfE% - FIHI/DE - Tt o JAEEAEEE - =Fth - BUR% - EfE05 - ngEt -
@iAFERIM TR » &t - | Qunshu zhiyao, 10: 1253.

Translation referenced from Liu 2025, with modifications. Liu Xicheng, trans., Qunshu zhiyao: ying wen, vol. 6,
p. 397-98.



divide the people under governance into two categories—the noble person (junzi &) and

the petty person (xiaoren /N \):?

“The rules of propriety are used to rectify the noble people, and the law is used to govern the petty

people.”2

In this sentence, the master section thus concretises the classical claim that punishment
follows when transformation fails by specifying the differing capacities and dispositions of
the governed. Grounding the choice between education and punishment in the particular
character of each recipient, it offers a point-to-point model of governance that reduces the
likelihood of misjudgment or excessive penalties. In this way, the master section extends the
canonical framework into a practical system in which education and punishment operate
simultaneously and differentially according to moral responsiveness, transforming an abstract

moral dichotomy into a concrete method for calibrating their proper balance.

Moreover, concerns warning against over-reliance on punishment, the master section greatly
expands the canonical texts. While the classical section contains only one brief cautionary
passage, the master section dedicates a considerably larger portion of thirteen sentences to its
discussion, illustrating the dangers of punitive excess.?” The horse-riding metaphor from the
classical School Sayings of Confucius reappears in the Discourses on Iron and Salt and

Structural Discourses (tilun H5:f),%® although there are minor shifts in the analogy, the main

25 There are three texts in the master section mentioned this dimension, including the Extended Reflection
(shenjian FREE), Three Strategies (san liie =H%), and the Political Writings of Master Yuan (yuanzi zhengshu
HTIEE). The original texts of the first two texts are shown as follows:

Extended Reflection: " E-FLUFH - /NI - 5% - BEizEEEd - S8EeRELINEF > X
Bt o BASHEF AL A > JEEHIHE « BRI > SUAHIRE < /DAR T > SRS o ) Qunshu
zhiyao, 9: 1206.

Three Strategies: Féié\ﬁ/{ﬁfj/\\\mga s %bﬂﬁ(‘\[ﬁk o BAMERMEZ R FIBRNKEZA - ] Qunshu Zhiyao, 8: 1052.

26 QOriginal texts: " FAEFEFTLUIEE L - JEERLUA/ N © | Qunshu zhiyao, 10:1339.

Translation referenced from Liu 2025, with modifications. Liu Xicheng, trans., Qunshu zhiyao: ying wen, vol. 6,
p. 576.

27 Please reference Appendix Two for details.

* Discourses on Iron and Salt: " % 2 JG K3 » A Z FIE - /T7RIEE » (FAIE> » SAIRE > V)5
AT TSRS - o] G o SO BN R - ERARME MU ERE Y - AW o Qunshu
zhiyao, 9: 1109.

Structural Discourses: "% 2 fEE#E - TRERE Ao Frges » S aE RN Al » JAfln 2 EIt Al
Z 5 - JERERIS T o R DIMEHEFA o | Quushu zhiyao, 10: 1268.

Besides simply repeating the concept from the classical section, the same analogy is also used in these two texts
to emphasise the secondary position of punishment.

Discourses on Iron and Salt: " tHEEHLVER > BARELUER - FIZHY6E » B8R AEIT - R TREERESR
M - FEmM2ZAW o | Qunshu zhiyao, 9: 1102.

Structural Discourses: " FREMHIRTE » HWHEIETF - EHEY)  2AHESE - 95T > B0 BEERS
miTH - SHERE > SEES > FEHEE BRI IRL - B AHEmER - HAAmMA B



idea of warning against the negative consequences is the same.?® Besides the analogy, the
master section elaborates numerous minatory examples to emphasise its detrimental
consequences. The rulers and officials in the state of Qin, and the Qin dynasty (221-206 BCE)
later, became a central negative exemplar throughout the master section. It occurs seventeen
times across five texts,*® representing the ultimate consequence of governance that relies
solely on punishment: the erosion of loyalty, the collapse of moral order, and the rapid
downfall of the state. By expanding this cautionary dimension by offering examples, the
master texts deepen the classical insight that punishment must remain strictly subordinate to

moral education.

Taken together, the master section retains the core insight of the canonical section—the
ruler’s virtue exerts transformative influence, moral education constitutes the foundation of
order, and punishment serves only as a corrective supplement. Yet it expands this framework
in ways that substantially deepen the classical position. Three representative developments
can be identified: highlighting the intrinsic limitations of punishment to show the superiority
of education, elaborating the practical modes of punishment application, and offering
historically grounded warnings against punitive excess. This development shows that the
master section preserves the classical core message while enriching it with new

argumentative dimensions that reinforce and extend the principle.

G FTEEANE - IFEHBIEMIFA - SHBEEL et - BUEANZ FiGt o 5 Qunshu zhiyao, 10:
1276.

One more instance of the same analogy appears in Master Lii’s Spring and Autumn Annals (liishi chunqiu =X,
F£71k), where it is used to emphasise moderation in governance.

Original texts: " BUEFRE AEI AR » FEALURIESCRIE - BRIH © HERKHL - D - SRR B
Z - HEAABREMEZH @ FRDIRER T - $H @ KERTEE - oAt S mMEURT -
PSRECE > BRI, - BB (R - Ram A2 RRAZE - EREmEAH > = ™"
VEBEMIEARRS - T R R, IRAIRETE - RIHAET X R - RIDMBAES - RIA L
NYEigEy > T RLGEE TR, o O HREEAIRTE - SRR - ST » B AIRAT it
ZZE > Al WRAHMS R33N - ) Qunshu zhiyao, 8: 1033-34.

2 The analogy in the Discourses on Iron and Salt further elaborated to show how repeated punishment dulls its
effectiveness and harms both ruler and people. In the Structural Discourses, the analogy shifts to iron reins,
suggesting that coercive techniques ultimately constrain the ruler’s own freedom rather than securing control.

30 The five texts that use the rulers and officials of Qin as a warning include: Master Fu, New Analects (xinyu ¥t
2E), Discourses on Iron and Salt, Structural Discourses, and Political Writings of Master Yuan. The historical
examples include two ministers of the Qin state—Shang Yang p#ft (c. 390-338 BCE) (three times) and Han Fei
g9 (c. 280-233 BCE) (one time)—and later the Qin dynasty (four times), its two rulers, the First Emperor Z£4&
& (r. 221-210 BCE) (four times) and the Second Emperor Z& 1 (210-207 BCE) (two times), and its two major
ministers, Zhao Gao = (d. 207 BCE) (two times) and Li Si Z=Hf (d. 208 BCE) (one time).

10



3. Two Compilatory Methods: Textual Proliferation and Source Balancing

Having established the extent to which the master section develops the classical principle,
this section shifts the focus from what is developed to how these developments are realised
through textual composition. I argue that the compilers adopted two compilatory methods—
textual proliferation and source balancing—through which the thematic developments

identified above were concretely manifested.

Textual proliferation refers to the increase in the number of texts that articulate, reinforce, or
extend the principle already present in the classical section. Within this mode, three distinct
textual types can be observed: restatement, variation, and amplification. What links these
categories is that all three multiply the textual presence of this idea across diverse
philosophical traditions, supporting the classical principle while keeping its fundamental

meaning intact.

Restatement means stating the same idea in a similar way as in the classical section, whether
using identical wording or different wording. For instance, as discussed, the classical section
uses the analogy of riding a horse to convey the negative consequences of punishment, and
the master section also uses it repetitively to illustrate the same concept. Different wording
can still demonstrate the same angle as the classical section. For example, the excerpt from
the Venerable Documents that mentions punishment can be applied to those who have not
been transformed by education finds many parallels in the master section despite the absence
of similar wording.*' By carrying the classical formulation into master-section texts,
restatement ensures that the core idea is not confined to the canonical section but reappears

across different textual contexts.

Variation arises when the master section addresses the same principle but shifts its
interpretive angle. Rather than repeating established formulations, these texts offer alternative
lines of reasoning. For example, stressing the inherent limits of punishment instead of the

positive efficacy of moral example, or reframing its corrective function not sequentially but

3! For instance, the excerpts from the Discourses on the Iron and Salt and Discourses of A Recluse (qianfu lun
7EJEm) advocated the same idea but by different wordings.

Discourses on the Iron and Salt: ' % A SIHIEE  WREIT » FIEE » A& 2L - | Qunshu
zhiyao, 9: 1107.

Discourses of A Recluse: " B2 \FLEH{EGT SRS » S5 a2 UL % - igan 2L =/E - &
WOLILES - FRLAEIRELMERER: - S9N EBea i - 2B NIEEE © | Qunshu zhiyao, 9:
1175.
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through the spontaneous distinction between noble and petty persons. Such reorientations
retain the classical idea while presenting it through new argumentative frameworks. In doing
so, variation multiplies the number of texts in the master section that emphasise the same core
principle as the classical section, thereby reinforcing and consolidating that principle across a

broader textual base.

Amplification operates primarily through textual augmentation. This mode introduces
additional cognitive resources—especially analogies and historical cases—that broaden the
reader’s interpretive repertoire. The master section significantly increases the use of
analogical reasoning: while the classical section contains only five analogies, the master
section provides twenty-three.3> Analogies enable readers to transfer familiar experiential
knowledge to political concepts.** For Emperor Taizong, such amplified analogical resources
were particularly valuable for grasping the complementary roles of moral education and
punitive governance.** Historical examples operate in a similar fashion. Almost all cases
found in the classical section reappear in the master section, but the latter expands them both
temporally and numerically.?> Temporally, the classical section ranges from King Yu of Xia

E&ET (r. c. 2070-2060 BCE) to Zi Chan & (d. 522 BCE), whereas the master section
extends from the mythic Three Emperors and Five Augusts 717 — T (c. 3162-2070 BCE) to
Emperor Wu of Han JE 77 (141-87 BCE), covering nearly an additional millennium of

historical space. Quantitatively, the classical section contains nine distinct cases, while the

32 Please reference Appendix Two for details.

33 When doing something new, people always lack the relevant rules, concepts, or images. So, analogy is helpful
to use previous knowledge to deal with problems in a new situation. Paul R. Thagard, ‘Analogy’, Brain-Mind:
From Neurons to Consciousness and Creativity (New York: Oxford University, 2019), pp. 114-31 (p. 114).

34 The analogies in the Essentials can help the principal readers to understand the principle under discussion
more comprehensively. There are four main psychological processes of analogical thinking, obtaining, mapping,
adapting, and learning. First, obtaining: the compilers provide analogies such as wind blowing grass, which the
reader encounters while reading. Second, mapping: the reader connects the source analog (wind blowing grass)
to the target problem (the ruler’s moral influence over the people). Third, adapting: In this stage, the reader
maps the wind’s power over grass onto the leader’s moral example over the people, and the grass’s automatic
and compliant response to the wind onto the interaction between ruler and people. Fourth, learning: the reader
learn from this analogy that, just as wind bends grass, the leader’s moral example possesses the power to
transform the people, and the people will follow automatically without coercion.

Some analogies also transfer emotion from the source to the target. For instance, Master Fu compares the Qin
dynasty’s abandonment of rites and rightness while reliance on punishment to a person carrying treasures yet
sleeping alone in the field. This analogy conveys a sense of danger and unawareness, evoking fear to illustrate
the consequences of prioritising punishment over moral education.

Original texts: " 1§56 > SL L2k - BEHER - BEHEEET - RENEZH - WERE > HAE
M ERBEON » T2 REZEWZZE © ) Qunshu zhiyao, 10: 1303.

Paul R. Thagard, ‘Analogy’, pp. 114-31 (p. 117-18, 121,127).

35 All examples that demonstrate the principle under discussion in the classical and master sections are
summarised in Appendix Three. For a complete list, please see the appendix.
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master section includes nineteen positive and twenty-one negative examples, amounting to a
fourfold increase. This amplification reinforces the classical message through breadth and

depth.

Taken together, these three forms of textual proliferation—restatement, variation, and
amplification—collectively enlarge the textual field surrounding the education—punishment
principle. They reaffirm the core formulation established in the classical section while
equipping the reader with a more diversified and multilayered body of material through

which to apprehend it.

However, textual proliferation alone does not account for the inherent diversity of the master-
section texts, which derive from different philosophical traditions and historical periods. The
compilers therefore faced an additional challenge: how to balance these heterogeneous
sources, enabling the master section to reaffirm and extend the classical principle. The

following analysis examines this second compilatory method—source balancing.

The master section includes arguments from five major schools, which fall into two groups
based on their treatment of the secondary status of punishment, its corrective function, and
the risks of prioritising it. Group One: Confucianism, Syncretism, and Daoism. It emphasises
the subordinate role of punishment and warns against placing it above moral education.
Group Two: Strategists and Legalists. It highlights the corrective value of punishment and
tends to assign it greater practical weight. As the Essentials is a Confucian-oriented
anthology, it is explicit what the belief of group one is. Group Two, however, presents a more

punishment-reliant image that the compilers had to manage carefully.

Although Strategist and Legalist texts both stress the usefulness of punishment, they do so for
different reasons. For the Strategists, the military corpus emerged and circulated largely in
periods of social disorder,*® when moral authority had collapsed and the immediate goal was
to restore basic order. Under such conditions, moral education through exemplary leadership
was ineffective, and punishment became a necessary instrument of governance. Some works
in Group One compiled during troubled times similarly show a heightened emphasis on

punishment’s practical necessity.>” The Legalism position is more systematic. In contrast to

36 Sawyer, Ralph D., and Mei-chiin Sawyer, trans., The Seven Military Classics of Ancient China (Oxford:
Westview Press, 1993), p. 11.

37 For instance, Master Xun (sun qingzi J-7), one of the earliest Confucian works, was composed two
centuries after Confucius’ death and tempers the view of punishment in response to the social and political
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Confucianism, Legalism assumes that humans are fundamentally self-interested and thus not
easily transformed through morality. Behaviour changes only when linked to concrete
incentives or penalties. Moreover, Legalists regard moral influence as too limited to regulate
an entire society and maintain that governance must adapt to changing conditions. When
moral education no longer suits the times, law and punishment must supplement or replace

it.38

Because the texts from Group Two and texts compiled during disorder times in Group One
place greater weight on the utility of punishment, the compilers faced the question of how to
incorporate their insights without weakening the classical section’s insistence that education
comes first. Their editorial solution appears to be a deliberate balancing act. For Group Two,
they retained only passages emphasising the corrective function of punishment and excluded
those that elevate punishment above education. At the same time, they gave greater
prominence to Group One texts, many of which reaffirm punishment’s subordinate status.
Moreover, they even include excerpts that warn of the dangers of relying on it excessively to
balance the effectiveness of punishment mentioned by texts in Group Two. This balancing act
ensured that the message in the master section is identical with the classical section, and

enables it to contain both practical reflections and strong normative guidance.

The compilers’ method also reflects a broader Tang-dynasty view that different philosophical
schools all offered useful tools for statecraft. As noted in the “Monograph on Classics and
Literature” (jingji zhi &%) in the History of the Sui Dynasty (suishu [F2)—authored by
one of the leading compilers of the Essentials—each tradition grew from a practical
occupational expertise, and their later disputes arose from divergences that emerged during
turbulent times. Seen together, these schools provide complementary insights that can all

contribute to effective governance.* The resulting structure resembles a carefully assembled

unrest of its time. In the two excerpts related to this principle, it collectively affirms the corrective function of
punishment. Similarly, Political Writings of Master Yuan, composed during the Western Jin dynasty (266-316),
emphasises the effectiveness of punishment in four out of its five relevant excerpts. Another example is Master
Fu, a Syncretism work composed at the end of the Three Kingdoms period (220-280), in which three out of five
excerpts mention the effectiveness of punishment.

Head, W. John, and Yanping Wang, Law Codes in Dynastic China: A Synopsis of Chinese Legal History in the
Thirty Centuries from Zhou to Qing (Durham: California Academic Press, 2005), p. 44-45.

Wang Lin 3k, Wei jin zishu yanjiu iS5 T-EH5E (Beijing: Shangwu yinshu guan, 2019), p.397, 409.

38 Head, W. John, and Yanping Wang, Law Codes in Dynastic China, p. 46-50.

¥ Original texts: " (&) H @ TRTEEFMAR > —ZWEHE - o &~ B /R BEAZEW - AT
f o L k%877 - BAZBEA > i 5 - thZiat - FIFERR - TERRL - BRHST o sRAIHSERERE
B BEATE > IEIE o EERNAE > frzdiE > IR EECEE S -

14



mosaic: its pieces differ in origin and emphasis. Yet by the arrangement of compilers, they

reinforce the classical principle rather than weaken it.

These two compilatory methods—different though they are—the compiler uses each to
extract the elements that reinforce and complement the classical framework based on their
nature. Together, they help the principal readers gain a deeper and more comprehensive

understanding of this core principle of statecratft.

4. Conclusion

Through a comparison of the education-punishment interplay in the classical and master
sections, this study confirms that the master-section texts preserve the classical core message
without significant alteration. While it reinforces and complements it through argumentative
strategies—conceptual shifts, practical refinements, and historical reflections—achieved via
textual proliferation and source balancing. This finding resonates with the preface of

the Essentials, in which the leading compiler Wei Zheng (580-643) described the method of
composition as selecting from divers texts and excising the irregular and irrelevant—a
process he likened to abandoning the flowers of spring for the fruit of autumn—in order to

achieve a complete understanding without extraneous details.*

It must be acknowledged, however, that this study focused only on the principle of
prioritising education while using punishment as a corrective supplement. Whether these
findings can be extended to other principles or serve as a general model requires further
research. Nonetheless, by revealing how the master section develops the classical principle
and the two compilatory methods, this study may offer some insights for future investigations

into the editorial logic of the Essentials.

Wei Zheng %12, ‘Sui shu’ f5, in Wenyuan ge siku quanshu ~CRIEIVUEE 232, vol. 264 (Taipei: Taiwan
shangwu yinshu guan, 1986), p. 648.

According to Xun (2020), the accommodation of education and punishment in Confucianism and Legalism
began in the Han dynasty (206 BCE—220 CE). This accommodation was based on the belief that both schools
agreed the ruler should care for the people as parents care for their children—which includes not only
nourishment but also discipline and punishment. The difference lies in the methods of implementation. From the
Han dynasty onward, each succeeding dynasty adopted Confucianism as the dominant ideology, while laws and
punishments—informed by Legalism—served as governing instruments to enforce order.

Xu, Xiaoqun, Heaven Has Eyes, p, 23.

* Original texts: " HUBaES - BRREEE - BGBURI - B A FEOGELE - FRIERKET - B 2N - e
H o —F=xth o PEEEE o | Kelly Ngo, Ordering Tang China, p. 192-94.
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Appendix One: Related excerpts in the canonical and the master section

Canonical section (12 books)
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fak - BukiEt - (BRRE o AMEE © BETENT » THEZLAR - MHL#E -
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22 RAERIE » seEE SR - RAWAE - BOREIEM - SASHEM G - atiks » FaE - Z3A DA
SR NERTLEIS - SIS 2RSS - DR - SRR RIE © who sl - &
REFN - T ARETE > BRRMRZ 0 BELS « s TRAN » KAETT > J9EEE - #ifi
o SRR - BT RS - TS -

3~ (gET) &
4~ (FlT) &

5 {XT)

S1EHZEG > BEAZE  BYiEL > AL - 22 HaBExk - ARE8E
ARIFT R > MEERL > FFEIMRE > FFEmiES - ERLUGHESR - R AR
B R MEE > ARSI A RS - SEERLE > A5Z5 0 AR EAFUE
Bt - RZAEE - AEHT - ([EHFITH - AEFE > MERZE - ABFE - M
B2 BRL - BEE ARSI - RIS > S LENE - S5t E - EEOHES
JELIBJR - #eBh e BT - MErE R E L - REE /W BZE)  BHERZ4E
PERZ At - BUG A B TR -

52PEIERT RS RN - NHATMREGZ > SUEKERKZA - EERERIZ
H o AERERRZA - EeNBMERR R T4 - 8ot 26k - INRZM - il F 2 8
o fEEME > EHEERFEAEEED - N\ZHACEZE  FEERZEE > £
HIEERETH o NEATELAZRAT > BSOS - B Tan#ss o REME > BIRREERE - b
Hg > BVAERITA -

53 EHEEN - TEMHED - FEONEL - BIRARER - EEARENH > B
RARRIEE -

5465  KRE&EW  HXEP  WESY  ORiEsE  BEZAW - UE > ThER
PSR > wAEZ R -8R > K EE(L > HIEE  RAGE > Fms% - MHls2)
FHFE - BME EIES - AREFTLZR > JaZ 0 - FIEmERE > R ER
IF  VESIER b HEERINTY - JBZOR o BIHEA S N HER

55ACEZ EAEY - AJBUE Y FARE— » DUAEHDRANE — » IEEIEFTAT A —
Z > \EZIAEIL - IHHEE > PG > BREL—E > BIRMA]E - 6l fE ]
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Koo RN > JEEHBEFRMIERIT - EHEAELZFrA - St 2 fEzik - M
R LUE - BEZ LI > BERERT - AREZEHEATZR -

5.6 Rtz 38 » RIS > ZxBIHE - S GBI EH] > SEMmE RS - 11 EAZE
IHEFSF > BRILAIL - ERIERRIL - ARDAH - ARHERER - AR DUTE » RS
AREFEAZE » BEMEF - AREREABRAL - BEEAE b B EPUR AL - JRELIE Y
HEMmMEZ - BAEMERZ - HHEmAH - fSREnEEEL -

5.7 KEERTEM; - MABGERE - SEEEFRE LR - SHMERA - fEg St -
AFIESERTH - R A RERE - RAZFTACHRE » BIEAT » BRI - REIFNK
- MZXHZR  EHZE > SARC - AEYZ 8 REEE - 80510 > B0

& HEAR > BXIME -

6~ (HF)

6.1 ZLAK T » AR FEIL ke - 5351%5% - 7R - AT St ReEEmf - SR
Z o RIBHEE - S TE > TIMiE - B - HERAR D BT ILRREE B
SRR T 0 ST EERsEEMA - B ESTI - F&H - &R T - AEIMEE -
AEIMRE > SFESIMRAANMS > EEEE - FIEIL > B2 EL - 5IES -
6.2 HTH : BEMHAK » BEEAHL > A E o H ¢ W E2ERCRH - B
Fotlt o HhFRRSM - BEY) - A AZZEW - RERE > RIERT » ZHERT > 51
PRE o ZEARZE > B2 R - EEFIE - ARZEE - BZoRH - AR -
ELEE AR - $E 2 F » PIEZAE » SR, - SEGRER I WZRM -
AR » A& O B » AMRIEE o Jobiig - Fok At - (TEATTES)
BT R K » FHRI 18 -

Strategist (6 books)

1~ (75EH)

LIREREL - ARAHEE @ SEREAZHRE - RAFEXTZF - RAOH - REZAT
Mo BZMXAHZE  EHZEE  LHZHER - EHZEE > AFEHR ERY
o EHAMMREZ > RA=2% AuEE > 323X > WEAf e AR
&4 HEAIRER - RERAEESL > HRAIRE > REAAZH R - 5PN
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ST 2 > ARIFTE - AHIFTE > ARIFTRE - AHIFTE > RS LHALE - AT
Ao o GBSk - EABIR N Z A B2 - EH © B2 - RAH + BEASTHEES
ZIF > R 2R > R Mz - RMIZ - R TGAS - HRZEE > FEZRAE
AEAE - EEHA] > DIEY) - SERZFH - MRIEERS - £EEENER
Mo MEERZ 2 - WEAERKERZA - SHEREAESE > E2UESERMK M

£

£
2~ ([23K) &

3~ (HEZE)

3 EHEMUCRA > A > BZEEIE  JARAE » FaELETR - MDFE - BEGRAZL
A 2 BEZ B o Dk it - BOEE] - BEER » A © s o Lalat - DK
ZE O BRI o BT R - R > BRI BRI BRE 0 mar s NIRRT
fifEzt - NGRS o FTDASTL  SMSEES o FrLABRHL o Fifnm s - oy -
320cF 2 IBERZE B2 H » BEAZE  MIEREY) » % et - e
% - LRI  Ear i saim - SEEIRE T8N - mitcd - BUHME »
L

33 EEELE - FTEAM - R > oGt - HEBEFHRZE > ERTE - BUREEE
R - BfATA > ST - RE—% AE KBRS SIEEFRD - AR g
st - HERKAEARSIMRAH » 218t - EEmMAS] » 280 - S AE > 2
B o BLLEET > EEt - By - ARG RE AW - SIRES] » AR K
NEZEW, o woprsns - JEEAES] - FEEEE - gusst - KIEERE - B TTENMEL -
—EER o ETERI o FEAEE » AIREES - PEAMEGE  AER o B IAME
Hit o B2 o KECAER » ENEAEECH - s/t ABER ik ETFEA#RE
e PRPIASEC - MBHEIE - TERASEC - EHTE - ENoEE B R
o ETFFREEE > BT AR -
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4 (BTZE) &
5 (BF) &
6~ (=HL)

6.1 BT Mg - ST » BEmaaE - RiAs%  RBEEE » ZHEARR -
WH  BEMETT > FeemnmsE - v - BEREE TR o psi o B st -
B E S BEEEHEETIE > BEREN L APKEEIENR T - BE—2 > QRS
E—5 o JIRES > SEfREEGEHG  EE2EHE  AIEZmNRET5E - —om
Z o QIS » #o—u BAR (e st - —EfiE » RIS > —2en - JlE s
fet - BUSHERATEE » AR » #oiiig b= FsEmnKm - RISFTmARe » &
THERE o 5% fis - mkthy - witt -

6.2 Fil—FH » REWE - Fl—FH » BUER  £—HE  RIGFEE > sear)
th o B—FIE - BUIAREL  FILLEA » AL EAE - SR - B -

Ik

Sy

G

Logician (1 book)
(FLTF) &

Mohism (1 book)

(£7T) &
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Appendix Two: Distribution of Thematic Elements of Selected Excerpts in the Canonical and Master Sections

7=fE)

. : Punishment
Education Primacy Subordination
Section/ . Use of | Historical
school Number Book Title Related Excerpts Leader’s | Secondary of | Corrective | Negative | analogy | example
example | punishment usage outcome
1 Changes (zhouyi [& %) 1.1 o .
2.1 ° °
2.2 ° ° °
) Venerable Documents 2.3 o
(shangshu [5E)
2.4 ) °
Canonical 2.5 * *
Mao Tradition of
3 Commentary on the Odes 3.1 o o
(maoshi £5F)
Zuo Tradition of 41 . .
Commentary on the
Spring and Autumn
4 Annals
(chungiu zuozhuan EFK 4.2 . . .




5.1

5 Records on Ritual 32
l cee E%‘
(liji 550) 573
54
Rites of Zhou
6 (zhouli FH18) None
History of the Zhou
7 Dynasty None
(zhoushu [EE)
Discourses of the States
i (guoyu E1:E) Rone
Exoteric Commentary on
the Odes by Han Ying
9 (hanshi waizhuan 55 None
SME)
Classic of Family 10.1
10 Reverence

(xiaojing Z£4X) 10.2

11.1

11.2

Analects
1 (lumyu s "
11.4

11.5




12.1

School Sayings of 12.2
12 Confucius
(kongzi jiayu Fl, T-Z5E) 12.3
12.4
1 Master Yan (yanzi 1) 1.1
Master Zeng
2 (zengzi ¥4 ¥-) None
Mencius
3 (mengzi # 1) None
4 Master Xun 4.1
(sun gingzi F2H) 49
Confucian 5.1
1ISm
(17/10) 5 New Analects 32
; a7
(xin yu k) 53
54
6 Master Jia (jiazi E 1) 6.1
7.1
Discourses on Iron and
7 Salt 7.2

(vantie lun E5555%)

7.3




7.4

7.5
7.6
7.7
8 New Order (xinxu ¥JF7) None
9.1
. 9.2
9 Garden of Persuasions
h %-/\ -
(shuoyuan E53515) 93
9.4
New Discourses of
10 Master Huan None
(huanzi xinlun f8-F-¥r&m
. 11.1
1 Discourses of A Recluse
(gianfu lun JEFER)
11.2
12 Extended Reflections 2.1
(shenjian HHEE) :
13 Balanced Discourses N
(zhonglun F one
14 Authoritative Discourses None

(dianlun Bz




15.1

15 Structural Discourses 152
til e
(titun F55) 15.3
15.4
16 Normative Discourses N
(dianyu Bi5E one
17.1
Political Writings of 17.2
Master Yuan
17 (yuanzi zhengshu Z-1F 17.3
)
17.4
17.5
1 Master Shi (shizi |7 -) None
5 Master Wei Liao 21
(Wei liaozi F4ET) :
Sycretism Master Lii’s Spring and
(9/5) 3 Autumn Annals 3.1
(liishi chungiu = S ZETK)
. . 4.1
4 Master nan (Huainan zi

AEFFT)

4.2




4.3

4.4
4.5
. 5.1
Admirable Words of
Zhong Zhangzi
. 52
(zhong zhangzi changyan
hRTES
5.3
Master Jiang s Discourse
on Myriad Subtleties
(jiangzi wanji lun j% 15 None
fim)
Discourse on
Contemporary Affairs None
(shiwu lun B5755)
7.1
7.2
Master Fu (fuzi {8i1) 7.3
7.4 Interplay of education and punishment
7.5

Master Who Embraces
Simplicity
(bao puzi $FNT)

None




Master Guan

(guanzi & 1) L1
2.1
Book of Lord Shang
(shangjun shu FHEZE) 59
Master Shen N
(shenzi BHH¥-) one
Master Shen N
(shenzi TET-) one
5.1
Legalism Master Han (hanzi §5-1)
(8/5) 52
Discourse on
Government (zhenglun 6.1
N
Political Discourse of
Liu Yi
(liu yi zhenglun 2I|JFEEY None
A
8.1
Discourse on the
Essentials of Governing 8.2
(zhengyao lun FL i
8.3
) Master Yu (yuzi 1) None
Daoism
(6/3) Old Master (laozi Z&-F) 2.1




2.2

Pheasant Cap Master N
(he guanzi B35 T) one
Master Lie (liezi 51|-1-) None
5.1
5.2
53
Master Wen (wenzi Z§-) 5.4
5.5
5.6
5.7
Master Zhuang 6.1
(zhuangzi ¥1) 6.2
Six Quivers (liutao 7585) 1.1
Secret Strategies
(yinmo [&EH) None
Strategist
(6/3) 3.1
Methods of Sima 39
(sima fa ) &%) '

33




Art of War

(sunzi bingfa t41-17%) None
Master Wu N

(wuzi 5F) one

Three Strategies 6.1

liie —H

(sanliie =H) 6.2
LO%iglan HIF None
Mohism =1 None

(1)




Appendix Three: Related Historical Examples in the Canonical and Master Sections

Confucius f,F+(2 occurrences), Zi Chan, Shi Kuang Fifil,
Master Mo Z&-1-, Master Mi ;24 (2 occurrences), Emperor
Gao of Han J#E=1H (2 occurrences), Emperor Wen of Han J

SR

Section Exemplary Examples Minatory Examples
Six instances: Three inst
Canonical . . . N ree instances:
King Yu of Xia dynasty & &=, King Tang of Shang p5,5 T
i ) ) King Jie of Xia E 2=+, King Zhou of Shang p§4%} =+, King Li of Zhou [&
Section (2 occurrences), King Wen of Zhou &2+, King Cheng of ““Eg 2% 8 g e 8 B
Zhou [Hj T, King Kang of Zhou [T, Zi Chan Tz '%
Nineteen instances: Twenty-one instances:
Fu Xi {2, Divine Farmer £, Five Kings and Three King Jie of Xia (4 occurrences), King Zhou of Shang (4 occurrences),
Augusts 717% = F, King Yao Z£7% (5 occurrences), King Zhou dynasty F5H, King Li of Zhou, King You of Zhou [EK4 T, Duke
Shun %% (6 occurrences), Gao Yao 2[4, Xia dynasty E&f, | Zhuang of Qi PEEEN, Duke Li of Jin 2 J&/\ (2 occurrences), King Ling
Master King Yu of Xia (2 occurrences), Shang dynasty 75, King of Chu 482+, Zi Chan, Dukes in the Qi and Qin states 757 2 &,
Section Tang of Shang, King Cheng of Zhou, King Kang of Zhou, Master Shen i, Shang Yang pj#f (3 occurrences), Master Han Fei #

F-, Qin dynasty Z=gf (3 occurrences), First Emperor of Qin &I4 £ (4
occurrences), Second Emperor of Qin Z& —_tH (2 occurrences), Li Si 2=
Hfr, Zhao Gao = (2 occurrences), Emperor Wu of Han JE {77, Zhang
Tang 52,55, Zhao Yu 45




