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For this module we will be exploring the principles of script analysis in relation to creative characterisation and other theatrical phenomena meaning how we would first approach a script, how we would analyse and put that into our own characterisation and methods of acting. We will be using several acting and rehearing techniques that we have used before and techniques that we haven't used and or studied before. Contributing these learning into two parts of the module, including a 10–15-minute group performance of oh what a lovely war by Joel Littlewood and rage by Simon Stephens and two, 2-minute monologue of our choosing
Throughout this module we read two plays, rage by Simon Stephens a play that was based on photographs taken by Joel Goodman during a night out in Manchester during New Year's Eve ‘Joel Goodman’ (2016) of which i looked at these photos and implemented them in my work. The second play that we read was Oh what a lovely war originally written by Charles Chilton based on World War one songs but, the play we read and used in our performance was by Joan Littlewood.
[bookmark: _Int_8HmzOX5V]we had the task too connect the two plays into a performance, it took far too long for the company to do this, it took hours to decide what the best way to connect the two plays together as everyone had different ideas to approach it. In the end we decided on the subject of violence and the hierarchy, we connected these as the two plays had some form of hierarchy or higher power, in rage the police officers where unfairly using their power and abusing it against the red-haired boy who must have felt powerless, these scenes have shown the imbalance off power between the two parties when the police should be protecting civilians they were harming them, in oh what a lovely war the hierarchy  where the countries themselves, as during WWI all countries weather they were involved or not as many of them where selling and shipping out supplies and men to support their allied countries, even some neutral countries profited, this is shown in oh what a lovely war as the countries are out shooting grouse and talking about their profits ‘International encyclopaedia’ (2024) published an article that i ready during my research that supports my claim of countries profiting from the war. Oh what a lovely war shows the imbalance in power in the same scene talking about how they put down any anti-war or pacifists with force, silencing and harming their own people, and not taking it seriously.
For my research into rage i watched a very upsetting program form ‘BBC’s panorama” (2025) a show that highlights the injustices and brutality in the police system this connection to rage was perfect and we were able to utilise the seriousness and the reality of how some officers treat detainees, using the brutality of the methods that they used in our show and how unserious they took it and haw nonchalant they are about it. Also looking at photographs by ‘Joel Goodman’ (2016) where the inspiration for rage was given i could find what photograph was used to inspire my scenes and it is quite upsetting to see but i need to visualise who I'm characterising in the performance.
 [image: ]
As the photo shows the red-haired boy is in pain and outnumbered and the police officers aren't taking any notice to him and the realism and upsetting notes in the photo i utilised in my characterisation of him.
We had to create a mime piece, this wasn't too hard, but we did have a lot of timing that we had to perfect and implement into it there was a slight problem with the plaque cards* that we used during it i had to take it off one of the other actors and show it saying “we have no rifles” and he had to take it off of me but hadn’t so i had to improvise on the spot and make it look like it's supposed to happen and before my monologue started he did end up taking it from me. For the mime scene i decided to go to none other than Charlie Chaplin as he is the greatest mime actor to have ever lived, i looked at ‘the kid’ (1921) specifically the fight scene as there was a lot of physical aspects in the performance and it was helpful to see how the actors would react and act in the scene and i used this and implemented it into my character, i looked for some interesting websites to quickly take some more information about mime as we were short of time and interestingly an unnamed year 7 student published on ‘Ormiston victory academy’ (2024) and easy and quick read that gave me the information that i needed to implement into my work
*We decided to implement plaque cards into the performance and a power point presentation. They were made the day before the assessment and the people who worked on it worked very hard.
The week of the assessment i had gone to Lampeter on a filming opportunity and i had missed out on two days of work this meant that i only had one for myself and the rest of the people that went to Lampeter to polish and work on the performance to make sure that everything was ready, we worked extremely arduously the day before and the day of to finalise and smooth the performance. In hindsight it might not have been smart too have gone to Lampeter as the stress was getting a bit too much and it had an effect on myself and the people i am close too, but i knew that i just had to keep my head down and not let it get to me too much.
During this module i learned many things and have some things that i need to improve on. I felt that during this module we were more of a company, and we worked together we did have a rough start but came together and started being much more efficiently than other modules, i felt that i was contributing more to the prosses of the performance and helped coming over some problems that we had when we hit a road block in the creative process. My pacing over the creative process in my acting improved massively in the duration of the module and the creation of the performance. I realised that i need to work on separating my work inside the class from outside as id often catch myself leaving my room in a mood that would affect my work ethic, to combat this i should leave everything at my door and put my focus into the work that i will be doing during the day. For the next module it will be helpful to work on this and having the skill to contribute to the creative process.

We had to learn a 2-minute performance of a monologue of our choice to include in the performance, for this i chose the monologue dog sees God from the play confessions of a teenage blockhead, a very upsetting monologue to me as when i found it i could relate to it as in the monologue a young boy talks about the sudden death of his dog and it being put down the same day, i could relate as my dog was put down suddenly and i utilised that into my character, i didn't imagine the characters dog i imagined mine so i didn't end up acting at some parts of the monologue it was pure and real emotion a technique called method acting. It still took many attempts for me not to break down and lean too deep into saddens and get too upset. During the performance a person in the audience was recording and laughing at me it distracted me for a short second but i had to push through and be professional and ignore the person and carry on. I wish i did put some more work into my monologue as it felt like i was performing it every time. It was hard for me to do it in the performance as one of the actors had a pet that was being put down so i was hoping that i wouldn't upset them too much by. Making them think about it.
The module was very good i feel that it helped me improve on my script analyzation and their concepts/principles and my creative characterisation. This module is very helpful, and the lecturer did an amazing job in most aspects, and the module should be kept the only problem i had where the long days and maybe the lectures could be distributed more evenly across the week.
Evaluation
The performance whent incredibly well given the time that we had and the setbacks that we had the start i was very nervous as i didn't feel like it was quite ready, but as i got into the grove of it, i felt confident that the performance would go well, and at the end i was right as it went well.
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