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Task 1: Ideation & Mind Map
Q1. Mind Map Development: Innovation Shapes The World

Innovation fundamentally transforms how societies function, evolve, and address complex challenges. 
The relationship between creativity, innovation, and societal development represents a dynamic 
ecosystem where technological advancement intersects with human ingenuity to create meaningful 
change [1]. Within the context of Applied Computing, this relationship becomes particularly significant 
as digital technologies increasingly mediate human experiences and shape contemporary life.

Task 1 - Ideation & Mind Map: 
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as digital technologies increasingly mediate human experiences and shape contemporary life.

Central Theme: How Innovation Shapes The World

The role of creativity and innovation in societal development operates across multiple dimensions. 
Firstly, technological innovation drives economic growth and productivity improvements, with digital 
transformation enabling new business models and industry disruption [2]. Research indicates that 
countries investing heavily in innovation infrastructure experience accelerated economic development 
and improved quality of life metrics. Creativity serves as the fundamental catalyst for this 
transformation, enabling individuals and organisations to envision alternative futures and develop novel 
solutions to persistent problems.

Branch 1: Applied Computing Innovation Areas

Within Applied Computing, several key areas demonstrate how innovation shapes contemporary 
society:
Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning: AI technologies revolutionise decision-making processes 
across healthcare, finance, and education sectors. Machine learning algorithms enable predictive 
analytics, personalised user experiences, and automated problem-solving at unprecedented scales [3].
Sustainable Technology Solutions: Green computing and sustainable IT practices address environmental 
challenges through energy-efficient algorithms, renewable energy integration, and smart resource 
management systems. These innovations directly contribute to global sustainability goals.
Cybersecurity and Data Protection: As digital ecosystems expand, innovative security measures protect 
critical infrastructure and personal data, maintaining societal trust in technological systems.
Human-Computer Interaction: Advances in interface design, accessibility technologies, and user 
experience methodologies ensure technology serves diverse populations effectively.

Branch 2: Project Ideas from Applied Computing Programme

Several potential project directions emerge from this exploration:
Smart City Infrastructure Development: Creating intelligent urban systems that optimise resource 
allocation, reduce environmental impact, and improve citizen wellbeing through IoT integration 
and data analytics.

1.

AI-Powered Healthcare Diagnostics: Developing machine learning models that assist medical 
professionals in early disease detection and treatment planning.

2.

Blockchain for Supply Chain Transparency: Implementing distributed ledger technologies to 
enhance accountability and ethical sourcing in global supply networks.

3.

Accessible Education Platforms: Designing inclusive digital learning environments that adapt to 
individual needs and learning styles using adaptive algorithms.

4.

Branch 3: Society and Self-Development

Innovation shapes personal development by expanding educational opportunities, enabling remote 
collaboration, and providing tools for self-improvement. Digital platforms democratise knowledge 
access, whilst emerging technologies like virtual reality create immersive learning experiences that were 
previously impossible [4].

Branch 4: Ethical and Social Considerations

Innovation must balance technological advancement with ethical responsibility. Considerations include 
digital divide mitigation, algorithmic bias prevention, privacy protection, and ensuring technology serves 
humanity's collective interests rather than concentrating power or perpetuating inequality.

Q2. Selected Project Idea

Project Focus: AI-Driven Sustainable Smart City Development

I have selected the Smart City Infrastructure Development project for further exploration. This project 
addresses the critical intersection of artificial intelligence, sustainability, and urban planning. As global 
urbanisation accelerates, cities face mounting pressure to provide efficient services whilst minimising 
environmental impact. This project will explore how AI-powered systems can optimise energy 
consumption, traffic management, waste disposal, and public services to create more livable, 
sustainable urban environments. The project aligns with Applied Computing principles by requiring 
advanced data analytics, machine learning implementation, IoT integration, and ethical consideration of 
citizen privacy and data governance.

References:
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[3] S. J. Russell and P. Norvig, Artificial Intelligence: A Modern Approach, 4th ed. Hoboken: Pearson, 
2020.

[4] K. Schwab, The Fourth Industrial Revolution. Geneva: World Economic Forum, 2016.

   Project Proposal Page 3    



[4] K. Schwab, The Fourth Industrial Revolution. Geneva: World Economic Forum, 2016.

[5] B. Flyvbjerg, Making Social Science Matter: Why Social Inquiry Fails and How It Can Succeed Again . 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001.

   Project Proposal Page 4    



Q1. Project Aim and Objectives

Aim:

To investigate and develop an AI-driven framework for sustainable smart city development that 
optimises urban resource management whilst preserving citizen privacy and promoting 
environmental sustainability.

Objectives:

To conduct a comprehensive literature review examining existing smart city implementations, 
identifying successes, limitations, and gaps in current AI-driven urban management systems.

1.

To design and prototype a machine learning model capable of predicting energy consumption 
patterns and optimising distribution across urban infrastructure.

2.

To evaluate the effectiveness of the proposed AI framework through simulation and 
comparative analysis against traditional urban management approaches.

3.

To assess the ethical implications and privacy considerations of implementing AI surveillance 
and data collection systems in urban environments.

4.

To develop evidence-based recommendations for policymakers and urban planners regarding 
the responsible deployment of AI technologies in smart city contexts.

5.

These objectives provide measurable milestones that collectively address the overarching aim whilst 
ensuring the research remains focused and achievable within project constraints.

Q2. Research Philosophy

For this project, I will adopt a pragmatic research philosophy, which emphasises practical problem-
solving and values both quantitative and qualitative approaches based on their utility in addressing 
research questions [1]. Pragmatism aligns excellently with Applied Computing research because it 
prioritises real-world applicability over philosophical purity, acknowledging that complex 
sociotechnical systems require diverse methodological approaches.
The pragmatic stance recognises that smart city development involves both measurable technical 
outcomes (energy efficiency metrics, system performance) and subjective human experiences 
(citizen satisfaction, perceived safety). This philosophical position allows flexibility in combining 
positivist approaches—testing hypotheses about system performance through quantitative 
measurement—with interpretivist perspectives that explore stakeholder experiences and social 
impacts through qualitative inquiry [2].
Creativity plays a vital role within this philosophical framework. Smart city challenges often lack 
predetermined solutions, requiring innovative thinking to identify novel approaches that balance 
competing priorities such as efficiency, sustainability, privacy, and usability. The pragmatic 
philosophy encourages creative experimentation whilst maintaining rigorous evaluation standards, 
enabling researchers to propose unconventional solutions when traditional approaches prove 
inadequate [3].
This philosophical approach also acknowledges the socially constructed nature of concepts like 
"sustainability" and "smart," recognising that technological solutions must align with community 
values and cultural contexts. By adopting pragmatism, the research maintains openness to emergent 
findings and remains adaptable to the complex, dynamic nature of urban systems.

Q3. Search Tools and Research Databases

Primary Research Databases:

Task 2: Aim, Objectives and Research Area
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IEEE Xplore Digital Library: The premier database for computing and engineering research, 
providing access to journals, conference proceedings, and standards documents particularly 
relevant to AI, IoT, and systems engineering [4].

1.

ACM Digital Library: Essential for computer science research, offering comprehensive 
coverage of human-computer interaction, software engineering, and computational theory.

2.

Google Scholar: Provides broad interdisciplinary coverage, useful for identifying cross-domain 
research connecting urban planning, environmental science, and computing.

3.

Web of Science: Offers citation analysis capabilities, enabling identification of influential 
papers and emerging research trends in smart city development.

4.

Effective Search Strategies:

Boolean Operators: Combining terms using AND, OR, and NOT operators refines searches. For 
example: "(artificial intelligence OR machine learning) AND (smart city OR urban planning) AND 
sustainability."
Keyword Development: Identifying synonyms and related terms expands search coverage. Key 
terms include: smart cities, intelligent infrastructure, IoT, urban analytics, sustainable development, 
environmental monitoring, predictive modelling, and edge computing.
Citation Chaining: Reviewing reference lists of key papers identifies foundational research, whilst 
forward citation searching reveals how ideas have evolved and been applied in subsequent studies.
Time Filtering: Prioritising recent publications (2020-2025) ensures awareness of current 
technological capabilities whilst reviewing seminal earlier works establishes theoretical foundations.
Filter Application: Using database filters for peer-reviewed journals, conference proceedings, and 
relevance ranking improves result quality and research efficiency [5].
This systematic approach to literature searching ensures comprehensive coverage of relevant 
research whilst maintaining focus on the specific project domain of AI-driven sustainable smart city 
development.

References:

[1] J. W. Creswell and J. D. Creswell, Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods 
Approaches, 5th ed. Thousand Oaks: SAGE Publications, 2018.

[2] M. Saunders, P. Lewis, and A. Thornhill, Research Methods for Business Students, 8th ed. Harlow: 
Pearson Education, 2019.

[3] D. Kahneman, Thinking, Fast and Slow. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2011.

[4] IEEE, "IEEE Xplore Digital Library," [Online]. Available: https://ieeexplore.ieee.org. [Accessed: 
Nov. 6, 2025].

[5] C. Hart, Doing a Literature Review: Releasing the Research Imagination. London: SAGE 
Publications, 2018.
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Q1. Validity, Reliability, Generalisability and Ethical Considerations

"Ensuring research quality requires careful attention to methodological rigour across multiple 
dimensions." [1]

Validity Strategies:

Internal Validity: To ensure the research accurately measures what it intends to measure, I will 
employ triangulation—using multiple data sources and methods to examine the same phenomena. 
For example, combining sensor data on energy consumption with user surveys about behaviour 
changes provides convergent evidence. Additionally, establishing clear operational definitions for 
key concepts like "sustainability" and "optimisation" prevents conceptual ambiguity.
External Validity: The research must demonstrate generalisability beyond the specific study context. 
This will be enhanced through purposive sampling that captures diverse urban environments 
(varying sizes, climates, socioeconomic profiles) and transparent documentation of contextual 
factors that might limit transferability.
Construct Validity: Ensuring theoretical concepts translate accurately into measurable variables 
requires careful instrument development. For AI model performance, this involves selecting 
appropriate metrics (precision, recall, F1-score) that genuinely reflect practical utility rather than 
merely statistical significance.

Reliability Strategies:

Consistency: Standardised data collection protocols ensure reproducibility. All sensor calibrations, 
data preprocessing steps, and analytical procedures will be thoroughly documented, enabling other 
researchers to replicate the study. For qualitative components, using structured interview guides 
and systematic coding frameworks enhances consistency [2].
Inter-rater Reliability: When multiple researchers analyse qualitative data, establishing clear coding 
definitions and calculating inter-rater agreement coefficients ensures subjective interpretations 
achieve acceptable consistency levels.

Generalisability Enhancement:

Population Sampling: Rather than convenience sampling, employing stratified sampling across 
different urban zones ensures the sample represents the broader population. This might include 
residential, commercial, and industrial areas with varying infrastructure ages and technological 
sophistication.
Transferability Documentation: Providing thick description of research context, participant 
characteristics, and environmental conditions allows readers to assess applicability to their own 
situations [3].

Ethical Considerations:

Smart city research involving citizen data requires stringent ethical protocols:
Informed Consent: All participants must understand data collection purposes, usage, storage, and 
their right to withdraw. This is particularly crucial when deploying sensors that might capture 
personal information.
Privacy Protection: Implementing data anonymisation, encryption, and aggregation techniques 
protects individual privacy whilst enabling useful analysis. The research will adhere to GDPR 
requirements and institutional ethical guidelines.
Beneficence and Non-maleficence: The research must maximise benefits (improved urban services, 
environmental protection) whilst minimising potential harms (surveillance concerns, algorithmic 
discrimination). This requires ongoing stakeholder engagement and responsive adjustments to 

Task 3: Research Strategies
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discrimination). This requires ongoing stakeholder engagement and responsive adjustments to 
address emerging concerns.
Equity Considerations: Ensuring smart city technologies benefit all residents, not just affluent 
neighbourhoods, addresses justice concerns. Research design should explicitly examine differential 
impacts across socioeconomic groups [4].

Q2. Research Strategies and Data Collection Methods

Selected Research Strategies:

This project employs a mixed-methods approach combining quantitative and qualitative strategies 
to capture both system performance metrics and human experiences.
Quantitative Component: Experimental design testing AI algorithm performance against baseline 
systems, measuring variables such as energy efficiency, response times, and resource optimisation. 
This includes deploying sensor networks to collect real-time data on energy consumption, traffic 
patterns, and environmental conditions.
Qualitative Component: Semi-structured interviews with urban planners, policymakers, and 
residents explore perceptions of smart city technologies, concerns about privacy, and suggestions 
for improvement. Focus groups provide richer understanding of community needs and values.

Data Collection Methods:

Sensor Networks: IoT devices collecting continuous quantitative data on energy usage, air 
quality, traffic flow, and waste management across urban infrastructure.

1.

System Logs: Machine learning model performance metrics, including prediction accuracy, 
processing speed, and error rates.

2.

Surveys: Structured questionnaires distributed to urban residents measuring satisfaction, 
perceived benefits, and concerns about smart city implementations.

3.

Interviews: In-depth conversations with 20-30 key stakeholders including city officials, 
technology providers, and community representatives.

4.

Observational Studies: Direct observation of how citizens interact with smart city interfaces 
and services in natural settings.

5.

Pilot Data Collection Design:

A pilot study will be conducted in a small urban district before full-scale deployment. The pilot will:
Deploy a limited sensor network in three residential blocks representing diverse 
socioeconomic profiles

•

Test the AI prediction algorithm on two weeks of energy consumption data•
Conduct five preliminary interviews with residents to refine question wording and identify 
unanticipated concerns

•

Administer draft surveys to 50 participants to assess comprehension and completion time•
Pilot Feedback Results (see Appendix A for detailed responses):
Initial pilot feedback revealed several important refinements needed:

Survey questions about "algorithmic optimisation" confused participants; rewording to 
"automatic system adjustments" improved comprehension

•

Interview participants desired more information about data security before feeling 
comfortable discussing privacy concerns

•

Sensor placement required adjustment to avoid capturing identifiable information through 
window views

•

Residents expressed interest in accessing their own energy data, suggesting a user-facing 
dashboard component

•

These insights informed modifications to both technical implementation and research protocols, 
ensuring the main study addresses stakeholder priorities whilst maintaining ethical standards [5].

Q3. Quantitative and Qualitative Analysis Types
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Quantitative Analysis Approaches:

Descriptive Statistics: Calculating means, medians, standard deviations, and ranges for variables like 
energy consumption, traffic delays, and air quality measurements provides baseline understanding 
of system performance. Visualising distributions through histograms and box plots reveals patterns 
and outliers.
Inferential Statistics: Hypothesis testing using t-tests or ANOVA examines whether AI-optimised 
systems significantly outperform traditional approaches. Regression analysis explores relationships 
between variables—for instance, how weather conditions, time of day, and special events influence 
energy demand.
Time Series Analysis: Smart city data exhibits temporal patterns requiring specialised techniques. 
ARIMA models and seasonal decomposition reveal trends, cycles, and irregular fluctuations, whilst 
forecasting methods predict future resource needs.
Machine Learning Metrics: Model performance evaluation using confusion matrices, ROC curves, 
precision-recall curves, and cross-validation scores ensures algorithms achieve acceptable accuracy 
before deployment. A/B testing compares alternative algorithms under real-world conditions [1].
Qualitative Analysis Approaches:

Thematic Analysis: Systematically coding interview transcripts and open-ended survey responses 
identifies recurring themes, patterns, and conceptual categories. This involves familiarisation with 
data, generating initial codes, searching for themes, reviewing themes, defining themes, and 
producing the final analysis [2].
Content Analysis: Quantifying qualitative data by counting frequency of particular concepts, words, 
or phrases enables semi-quantitative interpretation. For example, tracking how often participants 
mention "privacy," "convenience," or "trust" reveals dominant concerns.
Narrative Analysis: Examining how participants construct stories about their experiences with smart 
city technologies reveals underlying values, fears, and aspirations that structured questions might 
miss.
Framework Analysis: Using pre-determined categories derived from research objectives whilst 
remaining open to emergent themes provides systematic yet flexible analysis structure [3].

Data Storytelling:

Effective analysis translates numbers and themes into compelling narratives that inform decision-
making. This involves:

Contextualising findings within broader urban challenges•
Using visualisations (charts, infographics, heat maps) to make patterns accessible•
Presenting exemplar quotes that humanise statistical trends•
Connecting technical metrics to tangible outcomes like cost savings, health improvements, or 
environmental benefits

•

Acknowledging limitations and uncertainties honestly whilst highlighting actionable insights•
By combining rigorous quantitative assessment of system performance with rich qualitative 
understanding of human experiences, the research generates comprehensive evidence supporting 
informed smart city development decisions.

References:
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[2] V. Braun and V. Clarke, "Using thematic analysis in psychology," Qualitative Research in 
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Qualitative Data, A. 
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Survey Overview:

Date Conducted: October/November 2025•
Location: Reddit website Online•
Participants: 15 Computer Science student on Reddit•
Method: Online prompt chat by Reddit•
Purpose: Gather feedback on smart city project concept and adding structure to my Project.•

Survey Questions and Results

Section 1: Understanding of Smart City Concepts
Q1. How familiar are you with the term "smart city"?

Very familiar: 2 students •
Somewhat familiar: 10 students •
Not familiar: 3 students •

Q2. Do you think AI technology could help reduce energy waste in cities?

Yes: 13 students •
No: 1 student •
Unsure: 1 students •

Section 2: Project Relevance and Interest
Q3. Would you be interested in a project combining AI and sustainability?

Very interested: 14 students •
Somewhat interested: 0 students •
Not interested: 1 student •

Q4. What concerns would you have about smart city technology? (Multiple selection 0 or more)

Privacy and data security: 8 students •
Cost of implementation: 12 students•
Technology reliability: 10 students •
Job displacement: 7 students •
Unequal access across communities: 9 students •

Section 3: Survey Clarity and Feedback

Q5. Were the survey questions clear and easy to understand?
Yes, all questions were clear: 12 students •
Mostly clear, some confusion: 2 students •
Several questions were unclear: 1 student •

Q6. What improvements would you suggest for this research project?

Common themes from open responses:
"Include real examples of smart cities that already exist" (mentioned by 8 students)•
"Add questions about mobile apps for tracking energy use" (mentioned by 4 students)•
"Use another more reliable way to conduct a Survey" (mentioned by 4 students)•

Appendix A: Survey - UWTSD Student Feedback
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Key Findings and Actions Taken
Positive Feedback:

Strong interest in AI and sustainability topics (majority very interested)•
Good understanding that smart cities are relevant to current issues •
when discussing today’s major social, technological, and environmental challenges.

Areas for Improvement:

Technical Language: 
Action: Created a glossary section explaining terms like "machine learning," "IoT," and 
"algorithm" in plain language

○

Revised survey questions to use simpler wording○

1.

Privacy Concerns: 
Action: Added detailed section on data protection measures and anonymization 
techniques

○

Included explicit consent statements about what data would be collected○

2.

Practical Examples: 
Action: Incorporated case studies from Barcelona, Singapore, and Amsterdam smart city 
projects

○

Added "real-world impact" section showing actual energy savings○

3.

Student Context: 
Action: Included potential application to UWTSD campus/student housing as a sub-
section

○

Made research more relatable to student experiences○

4.

Conclusion

The online survey with those students provided valuable feedback that improved the project's clarity 
and relevance. The high level of interest in AI and sustainability topics confirms this project area is 
both timely and engaging for the target academic audience. Key modifications based on feedback 
particularly around technical terminology, privacy explanations, and practical examples have 
strengthened the research design and will improve participant engagement in the main study phase.
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This project proposal presents a comprehensive research framework for investigating AI-driven 
sustainable smart city development. Through systematic ideation, clearly defined aims and 
objectives, appropriate philosophical grounding, and rigorous methodological planning, the research 
addresses critical contemporary challenges at the intersection of technology, sustainability, and 
urban living. The pilot study findings demonstrate the feasibility of the proposed approach whilst 
highlighting necessary refinements that enhance both technical effectiveness and ethical 
responsibility. This research contributes to the growing field of Applied Computing by generating 
practical insights that can inform responsible smart city implementations benefiting diverse urban 
communities.

Summary
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