Module Code SICH4004

Title An Introduction to the Great Learning and the Doctrines of the Means
Date 20/02/2019

Level 4

Credits 30

Pre-Requisites

AIM(S)

To encourage students to engage with the texts of the Great Learning and the
Doctrines of Means.

To understand and reflect upon some of the ethics and philosophical ideas embedded
within the Great Learning and the Doctrines of Means., and explore the various
theories and methodologies of self-cultivation contained within them.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate
the ability to:

engage with key texts from the Great Learning and the Doctrines of Means;
demonstrate knowledge and understanding of key texts from the Great Learning and
the Doctrines of Means and their inter-relationship;

demonstrate an awareness for the practice and teachings of the various saints and
sages embedded in the texts of the Great Learning and the Doctrines of Means;
understand and reflect upon the philosophical and ethical ideas, and core values
contained within the Classic Texts.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

Focusing upon a detailed study of the Great Learning and the Doctrines of Means — this
module will consider the following elements:

an Introduction to the chart illustration of the Great Learning to gain an overview of
the book;

an Introduction to three guiding principles from the Great Learning to understand the
theme of the book;

various interpretations of the eight entries from the Great Learning to understand the
methods of self-cultivation;

an exploration in the relations between the eight entries from the Great Learning to
gain an insight into the interrelated nature;

an analysis of various concepts from the great texts. This might include ,“Being
watchful of our thoughts and behaviour when being alone in a concealed place” taken
from the Great Learning to guide our self-cultivation and of “The Nature” and ‘the
Way of Heaven” and ‘The States of Equilibrium and Harmony’ both taken from the
Doctrines of Means.

Study Time Allocation



The study time for the module is divided as follows:

Activity type Hours Percentage

Scheduled learning 60 20%

Independent learning 240 80%

Placement learning

TOTAL 300 100%
ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1

O Written exam

O Coursework

Practical

Mode of assessment

Volume

Weighting

Presentation

15 minutes - ENGLISH

30%

Assessment Component 2

O Written exam

Coursework

O Practical

Mode of assessment Volume Weighting
Essay 2500 words - CHINESE 70%
Assessment Summary
Activity type Percentage
Written exam
Coursework 70%
Practical 30%
TOTAL 100%
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