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INTRODUCTION
          This report intends to compare blended learning in university education and its pros and cons with traditional 
          classroom learning in the higher education sector and its pros and cons.
          We will also evaluate both forms of learning and teaching in the past and the present and use examples. 
          Following that, I will give my recommendation based on the evaluation.

          Blended learning has become very popular in university education. It’s important to adopt careful planning to achieve 
          the best possible results. But why has this method become so popular?

          As known, in February 2020, COVID 19 forced the closure of schools and universities all over the world. This period
          was overwhelming for the higher education sector as students had to go through a change.
          From traditional classroom learning to online learning, later from online to blended learning. Teachers had to go 
          through this ‘experiment’, rushing to find the right tools for videotaping lessons, assigning homework, and verifying
          students’ learning. The results were unfortunately not always optimal.
          This is due to such a sudden transition and lack of methodical preparation. It’s believed that the best integration of           
          technologies in higher education is oriented towards a fully blended approach. (Sansone, Cesareni, Bortolotti, 
          McLay; 2021).

         Source: Author


          

BLENDED LEARNING IN UNIVERSITY EDUCATION
         Although there are many definitions of what blended learning looks like, there is no description or rule
         which clearly describes blended learning. (Hrastinski, 2019).

         In my opinion, blended learning was developed when traditional classroom learning became unsuitable for all
         students. Online learning has then become available to these students; however, this method has proven its 
         negatives. Blended learning is a combination of traditional classroom learning and online learning. Blended 
         learning is being implemented continuously to achieve the best possible learning experience, but it also adapts 
         with new technologies, and various mobile or desktop applications being introduced. 

         How does blended learning look like and what does it involve? 
         Some view blended learning as an approach happening purely in the classroom environment but using various
         online tools and methodologies (Driscoll, 2002; Harvey, 2003). However, Boelens, Van Laer, De Wever, and
        Elen (2015) suggests the reduction of classroom learning and a combination of classroom learning and online 
        learning using the best practice. Several articles have been discussing the methods of blended learning,
        however, there are no set rules on how to practice blended learning. (Halasa, Abusalim, Rayyan, Constantino,
         Nassar, Amre, Sharab, Qadri; 2020).

        Blended learning in university education is highly recommended due to an individual approach. Many students
        have commitments, such as a full-time job or childcare and therefore blended learning is the only option.
        We will now look at the advantages and disadvantages of blended learning.
        
         

         

         
     
ADVANTAGES OF BLENDED LEARNING
          According to Hubackova & Semradova (2016, p.552), “An individual space of study is given as the main advantage.
          Each student selects his own pace, place, and time most suitable for study. An important role is played
          by immediate feedback. Blended learning provides checking of student’s effort a survey of achieved
          results. It often makes possible an anonymous comparison with other students. This fact is highly 
          appreciated by them.” 

          I have created a diagram of advantages below:
          Advantages of blended learning
Lecturer is able to teach more students due to online tools available (Moodle)
time saver due to an option to study from home or reduced classroom learning

learn in your own pace, decide what time is the best for you (night owl or early bird?)

cost effective if attending online classes or reduced classroom learning

Covers wide range of people (people with less confidence might find it easier to approach someone)
Source: Author

can be tailored to suit individual needs, improves your digital skills





DISADVANTAGES OF BLENDED LEARNING 

            We will now look at the disadvantages of blended learning. This can be just hypothetical as blended learning
            methods can vary.
            The opinions on blended learning are mixed. While Gagne and Shepherd (2001) found no differences in final 
            grades and overall evaluations in survey responses between blended and traditional classroom learning,   
            however, in a study by Vamosi et. al. (2004), students have acknowledged that blended learning is less
            interesting and efficient than traditional classroom delivery.
            A survey was conducted of Master of Business Administration (MBA) students, who revealed that the students 
            are less satisfied with the clarity of instruction. Blended learning students found the course more difficult
            due to a lack of clear instruction. The students also had to rely on their effort in finding ways to understand
            confusing topics. (Chen Jones; 2007). I have created a diagram of the disadvantages below.
           more distractions easily available when studying from home
Source: Author
Disruption caused by a constantly changing routine
Disadvantages of blended learning

lack of clarity on instruction given

response time can take longer 
(i.e., lecturer response on topic)
students might miss on competitive atmosphere


          

TRADITIONAL CLASSROOM LEARNING
              Traditional classrooms are characteristic of something that is called a two-way interaction. This is
              interaction between teachers and students. For example, it can be a conversation in the classroom between
              the teacher and students and they interact face-to-face (Hassan, Abidin & Yew, 2014). Some researchers 
             claim that a traditional classroom is a combination of the relationship between teacher and students, the
            relationship between students and both subjects and method of learning, the interpersonal relationship among
             students, and also students’ thoughts on the classroom structure (Anderson, 1970; Jou, 2010). Dewey (1938), 
             in a study by Comey (2009) theorized that learning can take place where students participate in a community 
             setting, like a classroom, to use materials and ideas based on the meaningful experience.

             After reading various literature about traditional classroom learning, I came across something called ‘flipped 
             learning’. So, what is the idea of flipped learning? Rather than limiting class time introducing a concept,
             the teacher can create a video lecture and spend valuable time in the classroom with students practicing 
             various activities, normally introduced by the teacher. This strategy is more than a “take-home” podcast 
             or video lecture. It’s important to understand the concept by discussing it with the teacher face-to-face 
             as well as involve formative assessment. The main benefits are the time for engagement in the classroom,
             however, the video may be poor quality or viewed under conditions not best for the learning (various 
             distractions). (Millman, 2014).

             When we imagine a traditional classroom, it would consist of rows with desks and chairs and pastel-coloured
             walls. For many years, this learning method has focused on attending classes and learning material itself and
             not on learners’ individual abilities. (Li, Qi, Wang, G.; Wang, X.,2014.)
             We will look now at the advantages and disadvantages of traditional classroom learning.
           
                
             

ADVANTAGES OF TRADITIONAL CLASSROOM LEARNING

                One of the biggest advantages when it comes to traditional classroom learning is the face-to-face open
                discussion between students and teachers. Social interaction and communication are present, unlike
                when not in the classroom environment. It is important to mention that majority of students are learning
               easier in a collaborative setting as if they would learn on their own. 
               The survey conducted revealed that most students (76.8%) prefer traditional classroom learning rather 
               than online learning (23.2%). The online learning methods proved effective, but the preferred learning 
               method for students is traditional classroom learning. 
               87% of students admitted that their understanding is better in a classroom environment, whereas only
              14.5% of students think that it is easier to learn online. (Korde, Kale, Dabade; 2021).

               Below is a diagram of advantages for traditional classroom learning.



                
 Immediate feedback provides more clarity

Advantages of traditional classroom learning
interaction between students and teacher






more efficient in collaborative setting


Source: Author




DISADVANTAGES OF TRADITIONAL CLASSROOM LEARNING

             Blended learning has been introduced as traditional classroom learning proved not always as the ideal
             form of learning. But what is the biggest issue when it comes to classroom learning? 
             Students are preferring distance education, mainly because they can manage their other commitments
            more easily. Some of the respondents also believe that they achieve better educational results when 
             studying in the distance learning environment (Hannay and Newvine 2006).

            I have created a diagram showing the most common disadvantages of traditional classroom learning below.
Cost of Campus (rent, energies, tax, cleaning services, etc)





            Cost of the transport (fuel, parking, other charges) 

Not all universities have well-equipped classrooms which leave students behind when it comes to their digital skills


Disadvantages of traditional classroom  learning





Time-consuming due to commuting to a place of study, unnecessary traffic 

teacher gives attention to those who are having problems understanding, leaving others behind





Source: Author




EVALUATION OF BOTH FORMS OF TEACHING AND LEARNING IN THE PAST AND PRESENT

             Blended learning started to form at the beginning of 2000, however, due to the lack of technological tools 
             required for the effectiveness of blended learning, face-to-face classroom learning was still widely used.
             In the last 10 years, numerous technological innovations have been introduced. This is helping with 
             continuous improvement of the blended learning method and filling the gaps between face-to-face learning
             and traditional methods. (Guzer, B; Caner, H; 2014).

             Voci and Young (2001) merged e-learning into an instructor-led training development program. The results 
             revealed higher efficiency in a group setting, teamwork, and initiation of common concepts. 
             The years 2003-2006 can be called ‘definition period’ as articles are focused on defining the term ‘blended
             learning’. According to Osguthorpe and Graham’s (2003, p.227) definition of blended learning is as follow: 
            “Blended learning combines face-to-face with distance delivery systems...  but it is more than
             showing a page from a website on the classroom screen...those who use blended learning environments 
             are trying to maximize the benefits of both face-to-face and online methods.” 
             Akkoyunlu and Soylu (2008) revealed that the highest grade of students prefers face-to-face environments 
             where learning is best linked with classroom teaching. Students’ perception of the blended learning method
             is positive with the result of 8.44 in a range of 1 to 10, 1 being the lowest and 10 being the highest.

             Moving to the present, (Smyth et. al., 2012) revealed in his case study that blended learning is a more
             accessible and preferred method of learning due to the ability to plan their own learning, however, social
             interaction is better in the traditional method. Also, late feedbacks were and poor internet connection
            were reported as negatives of blended learning. Overall, participants in this study indicated positive feelings
             about the blended learning system. 



RECOMMENDATIONS

                  Based on the findings and reflection from literature referenced in this report:
· blended learning method is highly used in present and will continue to expand and flourish continuously 
      in the future 
· continuous improvement of applications, technologies, tools, and other equipment is vital for the
       best possible results and minimizing of disadvantages    
· traditional learning needs to stay in place as a part of blended learning method, however not on its own
 

CONCLUSIONS
              
              All learning styles which are including face-to-face learning and e-learning are described as blended
              learning in literature.
              According to Hrastinski (2019, p.568) “Further research and debate are necessary in order to further develop 
              definitions, models, and conceptualizations of blended learning. What do we mean by blended learning? 
              What fits under the blended learning umbrella? What are we blending? How are we blending? Why are we
              blending?
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Group activity: note taking on blended and flipped learning article
Source: Author
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