Notes for support ECEY5010/C

General Level 5 information
Look and listen to your Panopto regularly.
You can find reading resources in your online resource list on the right-hand side of Moodle. 
You will also find important resources to help you reference in each Moodle section.
You can check your references by looking at:
The UWTSD Harvard Referencing Guide
Cite Them Right (online via UWTSD library website)
When lecturers talk about resources we mean academic books, articles, policies, academic websites etc. 
Citations is a word used when we mean the references you use in the assignment itself. 
No first person in this assignment – No ‘I’ ‘me’ ‘my’ – write for an academic audience.
This is a Portfolio with 3 sections. 
A portfolio means that you set out your written assignment and can use headings and subheadings to help structure your work.

Assignment guidance

Give your assignment a title – this could be your research question, or it could read like “ an exploration into…”
This assignment does not require you to complete your own research project but plan it out as if you would be going to do it. 
Referencing is worth 10 marks in total. You must read and reference throughout this assignment. At level 5 we are looking for at least 20 references. This assignment may have more as there are different sections. 


A literature review (1000 words)  

Complete the SWAY called ‘Researching for a Literature Review’

At the end of this section, the reader should know why you are going to conduct your research. Is there a knowledge gap? Is it important to do? 

You will choose a topic that interests related to early years education/care so you will find resources in books, articles and websites. Do not use non-academic websites like TWINKL and Simply Psychology. Go deeper.
This will be an in-depth consideration of your chosen research subject that will set out the rationale (reason) for the research project. You will need to read and reference.
Here are some suggestions:
-What research evidence is out there already, and what are their findings? 
What are the current policy or curriculum requirements in this area? What other evidence can you find that relates to your chosen topic?
You then need to compare and contrast the findings; do they all say the same thing? If so, bring them together to demonstrate synthesis. Begin to explore research findings in more depth to demonstrate your ability to analyse and evaluate evidence. 
You should be using two to three references in each large paragraph at level 5.
Remember when writing to go from general information about the topic to specific. 1000 words is not a lot so this will need crafting.

Methodological considerations  1,500 (30 marks)
This section will describe the process of how you will conduct your research project and evaluate the methods used. You will now need to read and understand information about research methods. There are so many textbooks and articles online and in the library about research methods. These will now be the resources you cite in this section. In this section, we would like to assess your understanding of important aspects of research methodologies, such as sample size, sample type, and the chosen method - whether it is qualitative, quantitative, or a combination of both. Additionally, we want you to explain why you chose your specific method for collecting data and why other methods were not suitable. You should also consider the limitations of your chosen method and be aware of the Hawthorne and Halo effects, as well as triangulation. To achieve this, you will need to read relevant resources on research methods, including those provided and any additional materials you may find. You will need to write about:
· Your chosen sample – who and where? You will need to write about why you chose the sample. Are they Workers? Parents? Children? How many? 
· What type of sample is it e.g. Probability / random? Reference this. You could think of why you chose the amount and type of sample.  
· Your chosen methods for your research project (e.g. Is it qualitative or quantitative? Mixed methods? interview, observation, questionnaire etc. and their types e.g. semi-structured / open-ended depending on the method.
· You must consider why you chose the method (s) and their limitations. Find and reference the limitations based on the resources you have read. Can you include issues like the Hawthorne / Halo effect? 
· You must also consider why you did not choose another method for collecting your data.
· You must describe triangulation, the purpose of it and why you felt it was needed / not needed for your research project 
· Cite where you found your information throughout this section. Remember not to rely on just one textbook. 


Ethical considerations (1,500) (30 marks)
This section will demonstrate a critical awareness of ethical issues related to working and researching with and for young children or others. You can usually find sections on ethics in textbooks on research methodologies but other excellent resources include BERA (2024) our own UWTSD Research Integrity and Code of Practice and other resources listed in the ethics tile on Moodle.
In this section you will need to consider your chosen research study and:
· How to gain consent from participants and how you will know if they do not want to participate. 
· How will you show openness – what will be in our information sheet? Voluntary informed consent/assent
· How to make sure you can protect confidentiality and anonymity 
· How to reduce risk to the 
· Participant
· the researcher
· the university 
when conducting your research project. Make sure that you have a few risks in each section and look at how you would mitigate these risks. Remember to reference the risks and mitigation.
· How to collect and store your data in line with guidelines and legislation. Why should we collect and store data in certain ways? What can participants ask to see? GDPA 2018 and DP Act 2018. What will you do? Reference it (See the guidelines like UWTSD research integrity policy and BERA)
	
10 marks for writing etc. 








