
Classics Project



 How to find ancient sources? ancient evidence?
 How to interpret them?
 How to cite them…?





 Literary sources:
 In the library!
 Online

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu
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 Latin inscriptions
 C.I.L.
Corpus 
Inscriptionum 
Latinarum



 Latin inscriptions http://manfredclauss.de







 Papyri



 Papyri





 Coins



 Coins: e.g. Roman Imperial Coinage: RIC







 Iconography





 Archaeolgy
Excavation reports
(be critical of ‘summaries’)



 A few basic questions you need to ask:

 a) The author
 Who is the author?
 When did he live?
 First-hand experience? Contemporary to his report?

 Who are the author‘s SOURCES?
 e.g. using other historians, official documents, oral tradition, 

etc.
 What does the author write?

 e.g. history (Herodotos, Livy), biography, epic, poetry, speech, 
letters, etc.

 Intention of the author (and intention of the person 
who might have paid him?)



 (b) The source
 What does it say?
 What kind of source/evidence?
 e.g. document, coin, historical accunt, etc.

 What does the source report?
 e.g. structure (important terms used by the author, the main aim, the 

author‘s thought process,...)
 Can you give a short summary of the source?
 How was this source created? Context?
 Biased?
 What is biased in the source?
 Key term?
 Relationship between author and the events/persons he is 

writing about?
 Intention?
 Rhetoric?



WHO says WHAT, WHERE, 
under WHICH CONDITION, 
TO WHOM, WITH WHICH 
INTENTIONS, and WHICH 
EFFECT?


