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                Briefing paper – United Nations Convention on
                                   the rights of the ChildIntroduction – The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), was brought into action in 1990. The UNCRC is made up of 54 articles detailing the rights of all children across the world no matter their background, religion, sex, or abilities. These articles in the convention are to ensure that every child has social, political, economic, and cultural rights (Welsh Government, 2015). Although each of the articles are important 4 of the articles are known as the core principles and these 4 articles help to explain all the other articles and play a crucial role in the understanding of all the rights for all children. These 4 articles are Article 2 – non-discrimination, article 3- best interests of the child, Article 6 – right to life, survival and development and Article 12 – the right to be heard (UNICEF, No Date; Welsh Government, 2019).
Save the children (no date) have made a dedication to the UNCRC by ensuring that all laws obey the UNCRC. They have also established an international ombudsman that will protect and promote children’s rights in every country and finally they have set up an international complaint’s procedure for the UNCRC. 
In 2011, Wales became the first country in the UK to make the UNCRC part of their law. This law is known as the Rights for Children and Young Person’s (Wales) measure 2011. This law emphasizes Wales’ commitment to children’s rights and the UNCRC (Welsh Government, 2019).
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Article 3 – best interests of the child 
Article 3 states that the best interests of the child must be a main priority when decisions are made about them (UNICEF, 2019). As stated above in the introduction this right is one of the core principles that forms the basis of all the rights set out in the convention (UNICEF, no date; Welsh Government, 2019). 
According to the Children’s Commissioner for Wales (2021), The curriculum for Wales 2022 will play an important role in understanding and promoting respect for all human rights and the rights of the child. The UNCRC forms the basis of each of the Areas of Learning and Experience and each of the Four Purposes of the curriculum. For article 3 particularly the curriculum states that children should be able to:
· Form positive relationships based upon trust and mutual respect.
· Respect the needs and rights of others, as a member of a diverse society.
· They give their energy and skills so that other people will benefit. (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2021).
 











Article 12 – Respect for the views of the child
This article states that every child has the right to express their views, feelings and wishes in all matters that affect them, and to also have their views considered and taken seriously (UNICEF, 2019).
According to the Children and Young person’s Commissioner of Scotland (2021), Article 12 allows children the right to voice their opinions and those opinions are valued and not dismissed because of their age.
My Rights, My Say (2021), is a website that was developed to support children in Scotland’s right to be involved in decisions made about their lives.
Carmarthenshire County Council (2021), state that children’s active participation is one of their main priorities and one of their main focuses is to have a society where participation across the county gives all children a voice and ensures their opinions can influence decisions that directly affect them and their daily lives. 


Article 19 - children with a disability 
A child with a disability has the right to play and active part in their community, they also have the right to live a full life with dignity and independence (UNICEF, no date). 
Children with disabilities have the same right to an education as all other children do (Raising Children Network, 2021).
The Equality Act 2010, this prevents discrimination against anyone with a disability (Equality and Human rights Commission, 2020).
Under the Equality Act 2010, it is against the law for any school or educational setting to refuse a child a place at the setting because of their disability. Schools must also make reasonable adjustments to accommodate to a child with disabilities (Gov.Uk, no date).
Education, Health and Care (EHC) needs assessment may be carried out if a child with a disability needs more support than is already available to them (Family Monsters, 2021). 

Article 12 continued 
One way of ensuring Article 12 is implemented in schools is to set up school councils. These school councils allow children to make decisions about their daily school life such as: 
· School equipment 
· Charity events
· Playtimes/activities 
· Revising school rules and classroom rules
· Formal duties
· Suggestions which will benefit the children themselves.
In these meetings the children can also discuss any concerns, information, ideas and experiences they may have (Johnstown Primary School, no date).
For children with communication difficulties voicing their opinions and views can be hard so in these circumstances specialist equipment may be used or if these are not accessible then staff will play a crucial role in speaking for the child (UNICEF, no date).






Article 31 – Leisure, play and culture 
According to UNICEF (2019) this article states that every child has the right to play, relax and take part in a wide range of activities that are cultural and artistic. 
The Foundation Phase in Wales is formed on the principles of learning through play. All children between the ages of 3 and 7 are taught in a play-based environment that is creative and imaginative (Welsh Government, 2018).
In the Reggio Emilia Approach play is a main focus in children’s learning and is guided by the children’s interests, thoughts, and the world they live in. They also believe that when children are in control of their own play, social interactions take place and stronger relationships are formed with the other children in the setting (Reggio Emilia, no date). 
According to Chitwood (2016), if Montessori cultural areas and activities are based on children’s interests and their level of abilities, they can be very rewarding and fun. 
In Montessori Schools children’s learning is based on their creative choices and hands-on activities. The main aim in a Montessori School is self directed play based activities (Montessori Northwest, no date). 
According to Department for Education (2018), Children are naturally curious and learning through play incorporates all areas of learning and encourages communication, reading, thinking and writing skills. 
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