ECGE4001- Portfolio of Study Skills
Assessment Tasks

Part 1- 
Rewritten paragraph:
[bookmark: _Hlk496539754]Noradahl, and Johannesson, (2014) believe that it is of great importance that children from Iceland and similar countries have the opportunity to play outdoors during their lives. It has been recognised by professionals writing about Government papers, that the outdoor environment is beneficial for a child’s growth and development.
Curriculum guidelines were created to ensure learning outcomes were followed through and put into practice. In relation to this topic, curriculum guidelines were used through holding educational events for children in outdoor environments. This is advantageous for the cognitive development of children according to psychologist Lev Vygotsky, as he believes that “children learn by interacting and discussing with other children and adults, especially those that are more knowledgeable than they” (Noradahl, K. and Johannesson, I. 2014, p2).
The emphasis on outdoor activity amongst children between the ages of one and six in Iceland has become apparent over several years as they have the opportunity to play outside numerous times a day. However, this changes for students between the ages of six and sixteen as they only have the chance to socialise with their friends outdoors during breaktimes. Different teachers have different strategies we are unaware of when it comes to planning outdoor activities to further develop children’s cognition and overall development. Lastly, Oladottir (2008) states that Iceland has significantly increased the amount of outdoor activities used for educational purposes, particularly the capital city Reykjavik where seventy percent of schools say they frequently use outdoor education.  
References-
· Adapted from:  Noradahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2014) ‘Icelandic teachers’ views of using the outdoors’ Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education. Vol 44, No. 4, September 2014, 391-406.
· Óladóttir, H. 2008. Ársskýrsla 2008[Annual Report 2008]. Reykjavík: Náttúruskóli Reykjavíkur. (no page number)

Part 2a-  
Rewritten paragraph:
In this essay an overview of forest schools will be discussed. The definition of a forest school was devised by the Forest School network where Murray and O’Brien (2006,) specified that “it is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem though hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment”. In addition, Murray and O’Brien (2006) believe individuals within society now have concerns that young children in school will not have the opportunity to visit woodland areas unlike the older generations due to safety concerns, and the convenience of indoor classroom learning. 
Furthermore, Thompson, Aspinall, Bell, Findlay, Wherrett, and Travlou (2004) provided research suggesting if children do not have the opportunity to visit woodland areas during childhood then the likelihood of experiencing it in the future will significantly decrease. This can cause children to become deprived of the physical and emotional benefits which interrelates with being outdoors. Conclusively, learning outdoors has many benefits in comparison to learning within a classroom environment. As a result, the Welsh Government is encouraging teachers to enforce outdoor forest schooling particularly amongst children in foundation phase as it is beneficent.
Rewritten Reference List:
· O’Brien, L and Murray, R. (2006). A marvellous opportunity for children to learn: A participatory evaluation of Forest School in England and Wales. Forest Research, Farnham. (no page number).
· Ward Thompson, C., Aspinall, P., Bell, S., Findlay, C., Wherrett, J. and Travalou P. (2004) Open Space and Social Inclusion: Local Woodland Use in Central Scotland. Edinburgh: Forestry Commission.
· Welsh Assembly Government. Outdoor Learning Handbook. Cardiff: 2009. WAG.

Part 2b-  
1) It is imperative students avoid plagiarism as it is recognised as cheating, which has significant implications on a student’s opportunity to further study.  Students must avoid plagiarising, according to Pears and Shields (2010) as it is defined as “presenting someone else's ideas and work as your own”. Referencing is paramount as it demonstrations that students have the ability to incorporate all sources of information into their work whilst identifying where they originate. 
2) Students must reference all sources of information used within assessments including direct quotations. Citing authors shows acknowledgment and respect towards their work, as students show how their contribution has helped them produce an exceptional and accurate assessment. 
3) Wikipedia’s reliability does not meet the requirements needed to create satisfactory assessments at higher educational level. Wikipedia itself states, “We do not expect you to trust us as it is not a primary source because some articles may contain errors, you should not use Wikipedia to make critical decisions”. (Ten things you may not know about Wikipedia, edited 2017, no page number). Furthermore, this website is full of unreliable information and any individual has the ability to change the material on this website further making it an unreliable and sometimes bias source, causing students the inability to write reliable analytical evaluations. 
4) When a quotation is over thirty words it becomes a long quotation, and therefore does not require quotation marks. The quotation must be positioned under the previous paragraph, with an indent of one centimetre on the left and the right. The long quotation must also have single lined spaces. After doing so, students must add a citation to the end of the quote to allow the reader to know who the author is, the date that the information was published, and which page the information can be found on. For example- 
[bookmark: _Hlk498372871]Like a builder, youth workers must first clear the ground before digging foundations. Youth workers at times to important one-to-one work with a young person in crisis. (…) It is because of the relationship that the young person seeks out an opportunity to talk, hence the need to focus the workers thinking, to respond appropriately with what are often called listening skills or the arts of conversation.  -(Collander-Brown, 2010, p42)

5)  It is important for students to plan and execute research when preparing to write an academic assignment. There are several resources that can be used to write assessments, examples of some of these would be; academic books, newspapers, government publications, journal articles, and the News on TV. When beginning to conduct research it is of great importance to look for non-bias and reliable sources of information, as this will assist students to write factual and accurate work.
References-
· Pears, R. and Shields, G (2016) Cite Them Right. Basingstoke: Palgrave p3.
· Collander-Brown, D. (2010) Being with an other as a Professional Practitioner in Jeffs, T. and Smith, M. (eds) Youth Work Practice. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillian p 42.
· Ten things you may not know about Wikipedia, En.wikipedia.org. No author, no page number. last edited on 12 September 2017, at 13:47.

Part 3- Write a critical response to an article.
Young people are often faced with problematic matters during adolescence which can significantly impact their social, and emotional development. Cyber bulling is an enormous factor amongst the issues youths may face, as it has one of the biggest impact on their lives especially as technology and social media now dominates the way young people interact. I will review the article ‘Students’ Perspectives on Cyber Bullying’ written by Patricia W. Agatston, Robin Kwalski, and Susan Limber as it will allow me to develop a better knowledge on cyber bullying, and gain a better understanding on young individuals views on this matter. I will thoroughly analyse the journal in order to identify the aim of the text, whilst identifying key strengths, weaknesses and the validity of the research conducted. I will begin by briefly explaining the topic and aim of the text. 
The articles main focus was to assess young people’s perspectives on cyberbullying. This was done by gathering one hundred and fifty students from two middle schools and two secondary schools to participate in an investigation, by answering whether or not cyberbullying was an issue in their school during focus groups. Participants were aged between twelve and seventeen and separated into groups based on their gender. 
The key findings of this article were that the “majority of the female students indicated that cyberbullying was a problem at their school (…) and male students were somewhat less likely to agree that this was a problem.” (Patricia W. Agatston, Robin Kowalski, Susan Limber, 2007, p2). The reason behind this was unclear within the journal, however, upon further research it is thought that girls are more likely to be cyberbullied that boys. A reason for this being that boys are more likely to be the perpetrators of cyberbullying. This articles’ main purpose is to highlight that cyberbullying is a key issue amongst youths and that this issue needs to be addressed by schools, parents and students.
The articles structure is eye-catching due to its neat presentation. The organisation of the text and the formal persuasive language used had a purpose; to assist readers to gather their thoughts on the journal and form an opinion on what needs to be done to prevent cyberbullying. Articles like this, are written to persuade readers to address cyberbullying in order to reduce the issue within society. Statistics are used within the article, showing that thorough research was conducted making it more persuasive and engaging for readers. 
The paragraphs are accurate, and are a good length making the piece easy to read. From reading the article, it becomes apparent that it is a subjective article as it looks at the viewpoint of young individuals on cyberbullying. In saying this, as research was taken place during the study, the article also becomes objective as it consisted of fact-based analysis. In order to expand the study, additional research should be made to ensure the validity is nonbiased and reliable.
The study within the article claims that girls are exposed more to cyberbullying than boys. This claim may be deemed as unreliable, as girls often feel more able to speak about their issues and seek support. However, although males are more likely to be perpetrators of cyberbullying, they are unlikely to address their issues on cyberbullying or show emotion due to fear of losing their ego and being demasculinised. This can often lead to psychological illness and often result in suicide, as the suicide rates amongst teenage boys is on the increase and if far more common than suicide amongst teenage girls. The conclusion drawn within the article focuses on the prevention programmes of cyberbullying that need to be implemented within schools, as this is thought to decrease cyberbullying through education young individuals.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, this article does not focus enough on the reliability of the student’s opinions that participated within the study. The study should be conducted on a one to one basis as this will be deemed as more reliable than the information founded in the focus group. Conducting research this way allows students to feel more able to give an honest opinion to researchers, rather than being influenced by peers during focus groups, as this may have caused the research to become bias. The journal is an appropriate academic article; however, some adjustments could be made to improve the study conducted like I have previously mentioned.  In saying this, the persuasive article has influenced my view on cyberbullying, as I am now able to identify that it is a big issue amongst youths in the community.   
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