This show is something that I have been thinking about for a long time without knowing. 
One of the main reasons that I’ve wanted to join the arts world is because I want to bring light to current issues through the arts. I have a talent for it, might as well use it for something good. 
The play that I am writing should be able to relate to thousands of current issues all over the world. Unspoken issues. My story is about the wars and struggles that Wales has faced over the years, mainly the struggles that have been enforced by England. But what if history shifted? What if the Welsh Monarchy changed their fate and became the Celtic Empire. 
1282-83 Dafydd ap Gruffydd, Prince of Wales. Following the death of his brother Llywelyn a year earlier, the four hundred year dominance in Wales by the House of Gwynedd was brought to an end. Condemned to death for high treason against the king, Dafydd would be the first prominent person in recorded history to be hanged, drawn and quartered. The last independent Welsh kingdom fell and the English gained control of the country.
(Johnson, no date)
As the website Kings and Princes of Wales states, the English took over the Welsh kingdom for good and was replaced by English royals, all the way from the year 1301 to current present day. The Prince of Wales is now who we know to be Prince William. 
The Welsh Monarchy was starting to look as though they might actually succeed in independence and respect when the most famous Prince of Wales was in power and the main character of my play, Llywelyn the Great. Llywelyn was smart with battle tactics and was described as a skilled warrior as well as being good at politics. 
Soon, Llywelyn managed to gain the support of several Welsh rulers and set out on a series of campaigns against the English power bases in South West Wales. He was so successful that in 1204 King John had little option but to recognise him as Lord of Gwynedd.
(Thomas, no date)
As stated by this article Llywelyn the Great • Ann Marie Thomas, Author, Llywelyn was recognised as a ruler who was worthy of the title of King. At least to the people of Wales. He further went to unite all of Wales. Although its unclear how Llywelyn the great died, he left a great legacy to live up to and in my opinion, a hope for Welsh independence. Unfortunately after his death, his descendants went through some hardships and were unsuccessful when it came to Welsh independence. Llywelyns youngest son Dafydd ap Llywelyn, only had a reign of 6 years compared to his father before him who had 46 years. “In August 1241, the King invaded, and after a short campaign Dafydd was forced to give up his hands,” Kings and Princes of Wales goes on further to talk of Dafydds older brother Gruffydd who was taken hostage when the King, Henry the 3rd, forced Dafydd’s hands to give his brother up. Gruffydd later died in an escape attempt. 
The domino effect was in motion and the last two descendants of Llywelyn the great shared a similar fate. 
My theory, is that if King John of England kept his promise of peace with Llywelyn the great, Llywelyn would have succeeded in his goal and many others before him, of Welsh independence. And that’s where my story starts. Essentially, I want to flip the repression that Wales experienced from England and create a world where England would now be the minority, what I would like to call the Celtic Empire (Still workshopping this name), because of Llywelyn’s efforts. Then a brief glimpse into the effects of this re-write in history, in modern day schools and life. To gain the historical accuracy in certain areas, (not all areas as I am doing my own interpretation of the what if question), I am gaining the help from outside students who have more of a knowledge of Llywelyn the great and about this time period to better my studies and my script. 

(This is two scenes from Act 2 in my play What If Cymry?)
Context:
In this scene, we go further into Mrs Evans’s story, she is educating her students on the history of Llywelyn with her own interpretations. This is what she believes changed the course of history in this new universe, which let Wales to be the dominant country in Britain. 

Act 2 , Scene 1.
(The lights brighten and MRS EVANS is upper stage right, the students are back on stage now presenting themselves as new characters carrying cups, taking and laughing. Indicating that this is a party. GLYNDWR and BLEDDYN are also there, GLYNDWR looks more happy to be there than BLEDDYN does.) 
MRS EVANS: 1211, July… Llywelyn’s and Joan’s marriage was considered to be a happy one. They found companionship in each other. 
(LLYWELYN walks onto stage with who used to be GRACE, now she is JOAN, they both stop at centre stage. They both seem to like each others company. Who was once CHARLIE, now KING JOHN, accompanied by who was JACK, now playing WILLIAM,  walks onto upstage left, looking down on the couple)
This is the date when John and Llywelyn reached an agreement for peace. However, this is where we will have our change in history… 
(The light that is on MRS EVANS dims but she never leaves the stage this time.)

LLYWELYN: (glances back for a moment to see KING JOHN staring at him and JOAN) I don’t have high hopes for today.
JOAN: (she also looks back) All you have to do is smile and sign the agreement—He’s already agreed, to go back on his word in front of this many people would be a foolish move. 
LLYWELYN: You know him better than I do… would he go back on his word?
JOAN: He’s a King, who knows. 
(they share a chuckle with each other, and both leave centre stage to talk with GLYNDWR and BLEDDYNI, the exchange a few words with each other and the four of them exit stage right. As they do, KING JOHN and WILLIAM walk in centre stage, them and MRS EVANS are the only ones on stage now.)
WILLIAM: Would you rather just kill him?
KING JOHN: Excuse me?
WILLIAM: Well, you’ve been glaring daggers into him all evening… Just making an observation my Lord.
KING JOHN: I’d rather you keep your observations to yourself William. 
WILLIAM: My Lord… I wouldn’t be doing my duty as your advisor if I didn’t. It seems to me that you don’t want to make peace with this mere Welshman—and why should you? He calls himself a King—there’s nothing King about him. 
KING JOHN: That’s not what others are thinking William. He has been gaining power rapidly—a little too quickly for my liking. 
WILLIAM: My Lord, who’s to say you have, to keep your promise?
(KING JOHN turns to him)
Again… a mere observation my Lord, but obviously it would be seen as, dishonest, dishonourable and unnoble if you refuse here. You would get a bad reputation here… but who’s to say that after you make the agreement, noble and righteous Llywelyn the great betrays You?
(KING JOHN, thinks for a moment about this clearly very tempted.)
You would be the hero the King who tried to have peace but your efforts were mocked by Llywelyn the great. I’m sure he wouldn’t look to great after that. 
(KING JOHN, now very tempted by this, pats WILLIAM’S shoulder in agreement and walks off stage left. Once he’s gone WILLIAM roles his eyes and sighs.)
Ugh, I swear I do everything around here. Just mere observations… 
(WILLIAM, walks off stage left. The lights brighten over MRS EVANS again.)
MRS EVANS: King John, was growing paranoid and with this advisor fanning the flames his fear of loosing power grew and grew… In our universe, this is the reason why he invaded Wales and started a domino effect which ultimately made the hope of Welsh independence vanish. But what if King John saw something that he didn’t see in our Universe? After all, Joan was his favoured daughter… 
(Lights fade and MRS EVANS leaves upstage right, music starts to play for a little, while a table is brought to centre stage.)
Act 2 Scene 2
(MRS EVANS, LLYWELYN and JOAN are already on stage when the lights brighten again, the couple are standing at centre stage behind the table facing the audience While MRS EVANS is upstage right again.)
JOAN: Say what you want, but I do think the views are rather pleasant in England. 
LLYWELYN: (scoffs) I think this is something that we won’t agree on my dear. 
(they both smile and LLYWELYN opens his arms indicating JOAN to hug him. They stand together and watch the view together.)
LLYWELYN: …alright the view isn’t that bad. 
JOAN: (laughs and turns to face him) Ha! See I told you!... 
(They share a laugh and turn back to face the audience.)
JOAN: I think there is plenty of beauty on both sides. Not just in the scenery, but the people too… I wish both sides would see that. 
(Llywelyn faces her, just as KING JOHN enters up stage left, the couple don’t notice this.)
LLYWELYN: I do, I see it. I see it in you. You’ve changed me, for the better. Joan, there is so much I wouldn’t have achieved if I didn’t have you in my life. 
JOAN: How much have you had to drink?
LLYWELYN: (takes her hand) I mean it. You’ve been not only a wife to me, but a friend…
(KING JOHN, seems to be taken back by this statement.)
A trusted friend. Someone who I value, I want you to lead with me. You’re so much more to me than a political tactic.
JOAN: (speechless for a moment) Well that’s good to know… I never thought that you could be someone that I miss… or someone who I look for, or someone who I want to be with—
LLYWELYN: -I hope this is going somewhere—
JOAN: (laughs and hits his shoulder a little) Oh shut up—but you are… you’re my person. 
(They share a moment and hug, LLYWELYN rests his head on hers after kissing the top of her head. The light in centre stage fades and the light brightens up stage left. KING JOHN smiles in content for his daughter, he thinks to himself before walking off up stage left. LLYWELYN and JOAN walk off together to stage right. KING JOHN is still on stage.)
KING JOHN: No… no more now. 
(The lights dim on KING JOHN and he leaves stage left. MRS EVANS stays on stage while the lights brighten where she stands.)
MRS EVANS: In our universe, King John didn’t see this, in August 1211 he invaded Wales, succumbing to his paranoia. In our universe, King Johns paranoia overcame his morality as do many kings of our history. So many of them so desperate to cling on to any kind of power that they may have, but still so fragile that even the tiniest hint of weakness or threat to their power and their world shatters…
But… 
In this world, King Johns morality wins… but just for a moment. Even in this world there must be balance. One power hungry King never was… so one must become. 

This is just the first draft, my next course of action will be to do more research on play writing and alter the scenes in the play. With the help of collaborating with other students who are studying BA Archaeology and History and are interested in this concept and with my additional research I believe that this play will only get stronger.
With the research on script/play writing, I want to be carful in the way that I learn more; what I mean by that is that, yes there is some great techniques and advice that I can learn from many credited practitioners and playwrights. However, I really want to try and find my own writing style during this time as this is a creative style that I really want to explore and make it my own. 
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